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Repr esent ative Denny To:  Minicipalities

HOUSE BI LL NO. 106

AN ACT TO PROHI BI T THE GOVERNI NG AUTHORI TI ES OF A
MUNI CI PALI TY FROM REQUI RING | TS EMPLOYEES TO BE RESI DENTS OF THE
MUNI CI PALI' TY OR THE COUNTY I N VWH CH THE MJUNI Cl PALI TY | S LOCATED:
TO AMEND SECTI ON 21-31-15, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO CONFORM
THERETGO, AND FOR RELATED PURPGCSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
SECTION 1. (1) The governing authorities of any

municipality of this state shall not require that nunicipa

enpl oyees maintain their domicile and principal place of residence
i nside the corporate boundaries of the municipality or in the
county in which the municipality is located at the tine of their
enpl oynment .

(2) The governing authorities of any nmunicipality shall not
requi re that municipal enpl oyees obtain a residence inside the
corporate boundaries of the municipality or in the county in which
the municipality is located within a certain period of time or be
subject to term nation

(3) The followi ng words as used in this section shall have
t he neani ngs ascribed to themin this subsection unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

(a) "Domicile" neans a person's principal or primry
pl ace of abode in which a person's habitation is fixed and to
whi ch the person, whenever absent, has the present intention of
returning after a departure of absence therefrom regardl ess of
the duration of the absence. The burden of proving domcile shal
be on the person claimng that status.

(b) "Residence" neans the place where one actually

lives or has his or her hone.
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SECTION 2. Section 21-31-15, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

21-31-15. Al applicants for a position of any kind under
civil service nust be a citizen of the United States and an
el ector of the county in which he or she resides and nust neet
only such bona fide occupational residency requirenents as may be
determ ned by the nunicipal board of civil service conm ssions or

the governing authority of the nmunicipality, except that no

governing authorities of any nmunicipality of this state shall

requi re that nunicipal enployees naintain their domcile and

princi pal place of residence inside the corporate boundaries of

the municipality or in the county in which the nunicipality is

| ocated at the tinme of their enploynment or within a certain period

of time of their enpl oynent.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2007.
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