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SENATE RESOLUTI ON NO. 3

A RESCLUTI ON COMMENDI NG THE CHARI TABLE AND Cl VI C SERVI CE OF
REVEREND W NDELL GREENE, SR., OF NATCHEZ, M SSISSIPPI, ON THE
OCCASI ON OF HI S RETI REMENT.

VWHEREAS, Reverend Wndell Geene, Sr., of Natchez,
M ssi ssi ppi, has served his church, community and state in nmany
capacities; and

VWHEREAS, W ndell Greene, Sr., was born on May 9, 1941, to the
| ate Jimry and Susie Greene in Vidalia, Louisiana, one mle from
Nat chez, M ssissippi, across the Mssissippi R ver Bridge. His
famly included six brothers and six sisters; and

VWHEREAS, he was educated in the Concordia Parish Public
School s. After graduation, he enrolled at Southern University in
Bat on Rouge, Louisiana, where he received his Bachelor's degree in
Social Studies in 1963. He worked his way through college at the
State Industrial School for Colored Youths near Baton Rouge. It
was at this school that Greene would practice nany of his
counseling skills that would serve himwell later inlife. He
becanme a notivating force and role nodel for nmen who were ol der
and nmuch nore experienced than he; and

VWHEREAS, even before attendi ng coll ege, G eene had determ ned
to be a mnister of the gospel. He preached his first sernon at
the age of 17 on Christnmas Day at the Masonic Hall in Vidalia,
Loui siana. Hi s unassunm ng deneanor and | ove of the gospel caught
the attention of a Mnister of the Church of Christ, C arence
Shaffner. Reverend Shaffner was instrunental in Geene's decision
to further his education at Southern University. Wile attending

col l ege, he was named M nister at the Frognore Church of Christ in
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Loui siana at the age of 19 and would travel hone on the weekends
to conduct services; and

VWHEREAS, at Southern University, Geene net and married
El nora Martin of Jonesboro, Louisiana, on Cctober 27, 1963. Five
children bl essed that union: LaWndellyn G eene Franklin of
Vi dalia, Louisiana; Donnell G een, Wndell Geene, Jr., and Dw ght
G eene of Jackson, Mssissippi; and Dr. Montrell Geen of
Cl evel and, M ssissippi. Al of his children are active in the
congregations in the cities where they reside. He has nine
grandchil dren; and

WHEREAS, after marriage, G eene continued to serve as
M ni ster of the Frognore Church of Christ. He later noved to
Buffalo in WI kinson County, then to Wodlawn in Natchez. During
this time, he worked in Vidalia teaching Social Studies and
English. Wen the congregation at Wodl awn noved to the Fourth
Street |ocation, Wndell G eene becane the full-tinme Mnister of
what is now the Fourth Street Church of Christ in 1985. He
retired fromthe Vidalia School Systemafter 22 years to devote
his full attention to the church and preaching the gospel. It is
a decision he has never regretted. He has nurtured the growth of
his congregation from 15 nenbers to nearly 400; and

WHEREAS, G een has al so been a servant in his community. He
is involved in the prison mnistry at Angola Penitentiary in
Loui siana. He delivers "Manna in the Mdirning," a radi o broadcast
on WIYJ in Natchez. He has served on nunerous boards and
comm ttees throughout the years, including:

e Founded the United League of Organizations that secured
the name change of Pine Street in Natchez to Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. Street;

* National Park Comm ttee which gained Melrose Plantation
Nat i onal Park st atus;

e Advisory Board for Britton & Koontz National Bank;

S. R No. 3 *SS26/R8*
062E/ SS26/ R8
PAGE 2



60
61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70
71
72
73
74
75
76
77
78
79
80
81
82
83
84
85
86
87
88
89
90
91

* Natchez-Adans Bi-Racial Commttee charged with
desegregati ng Natchez Public School s;

* NAACP Board of Directors;

e Chairman of Mnisterial Unification Commttee that served
as |iaison between political factions and city officials;

e Mssissippi State Comm ssion on Teacher and Adm ni strator
Educat i on;

e Appointed by the State Superintendent of Education on the
Adm ni stration Preparation Task Force;

e Currently serves as Vice President of Council on Aging;
and

VWHEREAS, he has recei ved many awards and accol ades:

e Ten Mst Influential African-Anericans in 1994;

* Nanmed Pastor of the Year by Bluff City Post;

e Janes Cothern Award of Recognition

e Wndell Geene Day on May 8, 1999, jointly by city and
county; and

VWHEREAS, Greene still resides in Natchez, M ssissippi, with
his bride of 43 years. He plans to continue to |abor in the
Kingdomof God in a nore limted capacity; and

VWHEREAS, it is with great pride that we recogni ze the
selfless charitable and civic service and | eadership of this
M ssi ssippi citizen:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, That we do hereby commend the charitable and civic
service of Reverend Wndell Geene, Sr., of Natchez, M ssissippi,
and extend to himand his famly the best wi shes of the Senate on
t he occasion of his retirenent as Mnister of Fourth Street Church
of Christ, Natchez, M ssissippi.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be forwarded to
Reverend Greene and his famly and be nade available to the

Capi tol Press Corps.
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