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SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 521

A CONCURRENT RESCOLUTI ON URA NG GOVERNMVENTAL DI SASTER RELI EF
AGENCI ES TO G VE SPECI AL CONSI DERATI ON TO THE NEEDS OF CHI LDREN

VWHEREAS, mmj or disasters resulting in disaster declarations
by the President have increased froman average of 38 per year in
the 1980s, to 46 per year in the 1990s, to 52 per year during the
first half of this decade; and

VWHEREAS, the occurrences of nmjor disasters are expected to
continue to increase in the foreseeable future; and

VWHEREAS, the nunber of children affected each year by
di sasters such as Katrina is enornous; and

VWHEREAS, schools were closed inmediately after Hurricane
Katrina, and in Mssissippi 7% of elenentary and secondary school s
remai ned closed 6 nonths after Katrina; and

VWHEREAS, nore than 400, 000 children under the age of 5 live
in or have evacuated from counties or parishes that have been
decl ared di saster areas by the Federal Emergency Managenent
Agency; and

VWHEREAS, the nunber of licensed child care facilities in
areas affected by Hurricane Katrina declined by 4% (54 facilities)
in Mssissippi as a result of the hurricane; and

VWHEREAS, children are known to benefit fromrapid nenta
heal th prograns foll ow ng disasters to mtigate |onger term
i npacts; and

VWHEREAS, the existing system of disaster nanagenent in the
United States is the purview of federal, state, and | ocal

gover nment energency nanagenent organi zations, and such
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organi zations are not mandated to nor are they able to fully
respond to the uni que needs of children; and

VWHEREAS, federal, state, and | ocal governnent energency
managenment professionals |ack the technical know edge, support,
and contacts to address the uni que needs of children that nust be
i ncorporated into such professionals' disaster managenent
prograns; and

VWHEREAS, existing constraints on federal disaster response
and recovery aid prograns restrict disaster officials from
responding to the specific needs of children in a disaster, and
there is no governnent |iaison or programnms concerning children's
i ssues in disasters:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
the needs of children affected by major disasters are uni que and
shoul d be given special consideration in planning, responding to,
and recovering frommjor disasters; and the Federal Energency
Managenent agency and ot her governnental energency nanagenent
pr of essi onal s should consult with appropriate child-focused
nongover nnent al organi zati ons and public universities with
experience in addressing the needs of children in major disaster
pr epar edness, response, recovery, and mtigation, including:

e Incorporating recomendati ons from such organi zati ons on
children's issues into the national, state, and | ocal response
pl an.

» Seeking the recommendati ons of such organi zati ons on how
to address the needs of children in energency shelters, trailer
parks and transitional housing sites.

e Jointly developing child, famly, and school -focused
di saster preparedness materials to support understanding of the
i npact of disasters on children and strategies to mtigate the

I npact .

S C R No. 521 *SS01/R7*
061E/ SS01/ R7
PAGE 2



59
60
61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69

e Jointly devel oping risk assessnent tools for comunities
to use in determning children's specific disaster risks.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Secretary of the Senate
shall forward a certified copy of this resolution to the Governor
of the State of M ssissippi, the President of the United States,
the Director of the Federal Energency Managenent Agency or its
successor, to nenbers of M ssissippi's congressional del egation,
to the nmenbers of the Boards of Supervisors of the foll ow ng
counties directly affected by the Hurricane Katrina D saster:
Harri son, Hancock, Jackson, George, Stone and Pearl River, and be

made avail able to the Capitol Press Corps.
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