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Senat or (s) Flowers To:  Rules

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 518

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON COMMENDI NG THE DEDI CATED PUBLI C
SERVI CE AND ACCOVPLI SHMENTS OF NI CK WALTERS AS M SSI SSI PPl S STATE
DI RECTOR OF THE UNI TED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRI CULTURE, RURAL
DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM

VWHEREAS, through hard work and dedi cation, Nick Walters has
conpiled an inpressive |ist of acconplishnments during his tenure
as Mssissippi's State Director of the United States Departnent of
Agriculture, Rural Devel op Program from March 2001 to August
2006:

* Supervised and adm ni stered the distribution of between
$200 and $250 MIlion per fiscal year of federal funds into rural
M ssi ssi ppi .

 Suppl enented the agency's Congressionally-appoi nted noney
with additional federal funds of between $70 and $120 M I Ilion per
year (by working the "pool" of unused noney at the USDA nati onal
of fice).

e Initiated and spearheaded USDA Rural Devel opnent's efforts
in Mssissippi to help victins of Hurricane Katrina in the
i mredi ate aftermath of the hurricane, which included transporting
FEMA personnel into rural areas for assessnents of danage and
debris; maki ng thousands of vacant USDA nultifam |y apartnment
units avail abl e for evacuees.

e (Opening and manning the first four Disaster Recovery
Centers (DRC) and manning all subsequent DRCs.

* Wirking for USDA wai vers that opened to al
Katri na-affected areas USDA Rural Devel opment Prograns that are

traditionally available only to rural areas; and
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WHEREAS, under Nick Walters' |eadership, this Katrina relief
effort, nostly designed to help in the 90 days after the
hurricane, is especially pertinent in that USDA Rural Devel opnent
has no mandated role in disaster relief; and

VWHEREAS, while bringing in nore agency program noney, Nick
Wal ters' efforts simultaneously reduced agency overhead, or
adm ni strative costs by over $1 MIlion annually. He
substantially increased visibility of the agency by concentrating
on outreach, educating legislators, local elected officials, water
association officials and busi nessnen about agency prograns. He
dramatically increased the agency's involvenent in health care,

i ncl udi ng financing of significant buildings and expansi ons of
hospitals, clinics and other health care facilities. This effort
i ncreased the agency's outreach to education, including making
school districts aware of grant eligibility, and funded grants to
school districts as well as distance-learning prograns for public
school s; and

VWHEREAS, Nick Walters was the third State Director of the
U S. Departnent of Agriculture's Ofice of Rural Devel opnent
(formerly known as the Farnmers Honme Adm nistration). President
George W Bush appointed himto this position in March of 2001.
He will serve until August of 2006; and

VWHEREAS, Nick Walters, a native of Wggins, Mssissippi, is a
seventh generation M ssissippian. He holds both a Bachel or and
Master of Arts degree in History from M ssissippi College. He has
been recogni zed for his | eadership in M ssissippi's econom c and
comunity devel opnent; and

VWHEREAS, he was naned one of the M ssissippi Business
Journal's "Top Forty Under Forty" Business Leaders for 2001. He
was a nenber of the M ssissippi Blues Comm ssion, and is a nenber
of the Board of Directors of the University of Southern

M ssi ssi ppi's Econom ¢ Devel opnent Advi sory Board; and
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WHEREAS, he is married to the fornmer Lisa DeCell of Menphis,
Tennessee, and they have two sons, Porter and John Garrett, and
one daughter, Betsy. The Walters are nenbers of First Bapti st
Church of Jackson and reside in Ridgeland, M ssissippi; and

WHEREAS, it is with great pride that we recogni ze the
acconplishnents of this M ssissippian whose adm nistration of an
i nportant federal program has enhanced the effective delivery of
services to hurricane victins and brought recognition to our
state:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
we do hereby conmmend the dedicated public service of Nick Walters
as Mssissippi's State Director of the United States Departnent of
Agriculture, Rural Devel opnent Program on the occasion of the end
of his directorship, and extend to himand his famly the best
wi shes of the Legislature on this occasion.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be presented to

Nick Walters and be nmade available to the Capitol Press Corps.
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