M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE FI RST EXTRAORDI NARY SESSI ON 2006

By: Senator(s) Chaney, Wite, To: Rules
King, Carm chael, Davis, d arke,

Jackson (15th), Brown, Kirby,

Pi ckering, Burton, Flowers,

Gordon, M chel, Frazier

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 514

1 A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON COMVENDI NG THE DEDI CATED PUBLI C

2 SERVICE OF GORDON A. COTTON, LONGTI ME CURATOR AND DI RECTOR OF THE
3 OLD COURTHOUSE MUSEUM I N VI CKSBURG, M SSI SSI PP, ON THE OCCASI ON
4 OF H'S RETI REMENT.

5 VWHEREAS, CGordon A. Cotton, a native of Yokena, Warren County,
6 Mssissippi, grewup in the finest traditions of the South,

7 attending public schools, then colleges for his bachelor's and

8 master's degrees, and becane a history teacher so that the stories
9 of the American people could be known, respected, and preserved,
10 and serve an instructive purpose to us all; and

11 VWHEREAS, CGordon A. Cotton | ater becanme a journalist, known

12 wdely for his portraits and narratives about both fanous

13 M ssissippians and M ssi ssi ppi ans who shoul d be fanous; and

14 WHEREAS, thirty years ago, Gordon A Cotton accepted and has
15 served faithfully in his destined career as Curator and Director
16 of the AOd Courthouse Museum - Eva W Davis Menorial in Vicksburg,
17 M ssissippi; and

18 VWHEREAS, the nmuseumis housed in the fornmer Warren County

19 Courthouse, left vacant after county business operations were

20 noved across Cherry Street in the early 1940s. The buil ding dates
21 to 1860 and was the site of the city's formal surrender to Union
22 forces on July 4, 1863. 1In addition to legal, |and and ot her

23 records available to researchers, collections housed in the nuseum
24 include artifacts from pre-Col unbian M ssissippi, up to and

25 through the pioneer days. One roomis dedicated to Vicksburg's

26 history of the War Between The States, and a room off the restored
27 courtroomon the second floor is dedicated to Jefferson Davis, a
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resident of Warren County when he was el ected Confederate
Presi dent; and

VWHEREAS, the A d Courthouse Museum - Eva W Davis Menori al,
designated as a National Landmark, and the Vicksburg Nati onal
Mlitary Park are the area's top tourist attractions; and

VWHEREAS, Gordon A. Cotton has continued to wite, both a
weekl y newspaper columm centered on Warren County and M ssi ssi pp
Hi story; and nunerous books on a variety of topics; and

VWHEREAS, in each and every witing, Gordon A Cotton has
shown a respect and adm ration for the people who, as individuals,
hel ped their neighbors, their state and their nation; and

WHEREAS, Gordon A. Cotton has been an exceptional Anbassador
for Warren County and M ssi ssippi, often quoted and appearing in
national publications and filns related to M ssissippi History;
and

WHEREAS, Gordon A. Cotton has been previously honored and
recogni zed by a nultitude of organizations, including the
M ssi ssippi Hi storical Society, the M ssissippi Miseuns
Associ ation and the M ssissippi Departnent of Archives and
H story; and

WHEREAS, Gordon A. Cotton is widely known as a person of good
hunor and sincerity, as a skilled craftsman and dedi cat ed wor ker,
as a Deacon in his church and as a conpassi onate and faithful
friend to hundreds of people:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
we do hereby recogni ze and appl aud the effective public service
Gordon A. Cotton has provided through the years in both his
exenplary citizenship and scholarly work in the preservation and
in the presentation of the history of the people of M ssissippi,
and extend to himand his famly the best w shes of the

Legi slature on the occasion of his retirement after 30 years as
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Curator and Director of the Add Courthouse Museum - Eva W Davi s

Menorial in Vicksburg, M ssissippi.

BE I T FURTHER RESCLVED That this resolution be presented to

Gordon A. Cotton and be made available to the Capitol Press Corps.
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ST: Comend CGordon A. Cotton, retiring Curator
of the A d Courthouse Museumin Vicksburg,
M ssi ssi ppi .



