M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE FI RST EXTRAORDI NARY SESSI ON 2006

By: Senator(s) Lee (47th), To: Rules
Al britton, Browning, Dawkins,

Dearing, Frazier, Gordon, Hyde-

Sm th, Jackson (11th), King, Lee

(35th), Little, Pickering,

Thanes, Walls, Wite

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 508

1 A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON COMMVENDI NG THE LI FE AND PUBLI C

2 SERVI CE OF FORVMER SENATOR AND REPRESENTATI VE MARGARET T. "WOOTS| E"
3 TATE OF PI CAYUNE, M SSI SSI PP, AND EXPRESSI NG THE SYMPATHY OF THE
4 LEGQ SLATURE.

5 VWHEREAS, the Legislature and the State of M ssissippi |ost a
6 friend and colleague with the death of forner Senator and

7 Representative Margaret Townsend "Wotsie" Tate of Picayune,

8 M ssissippi, on Friday, June 9, 2006; and

9 VWHEREAS, Senator Tate served as a Representative from

10 1984-1988. She was elected to District 47 of the State Senate in
11 1988 and served until 1992; and

12 VWHEREAS, Senator Tate was born on January 10, 1934, and

13 graduated from Pi cayune Menorial H gh School and Pearl River

14 Junior College. She was very active in the business of her

15 comunity, as an insurance agent, real estate agent, honebuil der,
16 contractor, President of the Pearl River County Honebuil ders

17 Association, nenber of the Pearl River County Chanber of Comrerce
18 and professional insurance agents and realtors; and

19 VWHEREAS, "Wbotsie" fought against a bill to authorize a

20 landfill to be placed in Hancock County and authored a mandatory
21 seat belt bill that was passed by the Senate. However, perhaps
22 her greatest contribution in the Legislature was serving as

23 Chairman of the Senate Insurance Conmmittee. She was known as the
24 "wi ndpool"” Senator. Her insurance bills were designed to help

25 people living on the coast fromdistructive hurricane damage; and
26 VWHEREAS, Wotsie's straight-forward behavior al so nade quite
27 an inpression on her |egislative colleagues. You never had to
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guestion what her stand on an issue was, and she was known for her
st ubbor nness; and

VWHEREAS, a favorite antedote about Senator Tate involved the
Senate bathroomon the third floor of the Capitol where, at the
tinme, there weren't any wonen restroons. The wonen woul d have to
wal k all the way down to the ground floor to use the restroom but
the nen had their own restroomoff of the Senate Chanber. When
Wotsie had to use the restroom she would al ways get the Senate
Sergeant-At-Arns to stand outside of the nen's restroom and keep
any nmen fromcom ng inside instead of wal king down to the bottom
floor. The Sergeant-At-Arns even turned the Governor away from
the bathroomonce. Finally, Wotsie influenced the Senate to
build a femal e restroomoff of the Senate Chanber; and

VWHEREAS, Whotsie was the driving force behind the Picayune
Seni or Center, securing a grant for the | and and buil di ng and
serving as its President. The City of Picayune wasted no tinme in
namng this building in nmenory of a state | awraker. The Seni or
Center in Picayune is now nanmed the "Wotsie and Billy Tate
Bui |l ding", after former State Legislator Margaret "Wotsie" Tate
and her husband; and

WHEREAS, Senator "Wotsie" Tate was a determned lady with a
m ssion. She did a lot of good things for her district. She was
a strong lady and a good, strong public servant whose service was
exenplified by sound judgnent:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
we do hereby commend the life and | egacy of comrunity service of
former Senator and Representative Margaret Townsend "Wotsie" Tate
of Picayune, M ssissippi, and express to her husband, WIIliam and
surviving famly the synpathy of the Legislature on her passing.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be presented to
the surviving famly of former Senator Tate and be nade avail abl e

to the Capitol Press Corps.
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