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SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 505

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON EXPRESSI NG THE SYMPATHY OF THE
LEG SLATURE ON THE DEATH OF DR G LBERT MASON, SR, THE
M SSI SSI PPl GULF COAST "ClVIL RI GHTS DOCTOR, " AND CELEBRATI NG HI S
LI FE AND LEGACY

WHEREAS, Dr. G lbert R Mson, Sr., the nuch respected
M ssi ssippi @Gulf Coast "Civil R ghts Doctor," died on Saturday,
July 8, 2006, and was honored at his funeral as hundreds paid |ast
respects to the 77-year old self-described Freedom Booner; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Mason was a dedi cated physician who was
commtted to quality health care and fundanmental patient rights
for those on the Gulf Coast and the entire State of M ssi ssippi.
He fought for respect for the dignity of black patients and white
patients alike and for equal status of black physicians in
previously all-white hospitals and the medical conmmunity at | arge;
and

VWHEREAS, conpelled to ensure equal civil liberties for all,
Dr. Glbert R Mason, Sr., was a fearless patriot who often was
one of the first in a group of concerned citizens that fought for
soci al change, justice and civil rights. He was commonly referred
to as the "Givil R ghts Doctor” or the "Drum Major for Freedom"”
He was recogni zed for his local, state and national activism and

WHEREAS, a focal point of his tireless | egacy was to effect
equal access to education in the public schools in Biloxi and al
of Harrison County. Distressed by inequality in voting rights,
Dr. Mason and ot hers pioneered political awareness anong bl ack
citizens through staunch involvenent with the National Association

for the Advancenent of Col ored People (NAACP) and the Denocratic
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Party. He enpl oyed every tool to establish voting rights as well
as voter education prograns; and

VWHEREAS, the beach wade-ins he organized in the | ate 1950s
and early 1960s were M ssissippi's first noted civil disobedience.
The price he paid was snear canpai gns agai nst his practice and
threats against his famly. After an 8-year court battle led to
desegregati on of Coast beaches in 1968, Mason did not quit his
vocal public stance for civil rights; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Gl bert Rutledge Mason, Sr., was born at hone in
Jackson, M ssissippi, on Cctober 7, 1928. He was the third child
of WIllie A and Adeline Mason. An intellectually curious child,
he was educated in public schools and was a 1945 graduate of
Lani er Hi gh School in Jackson, M ssissippi. He participated in
Boy Scouting anong many other activities and was one of the first
bl ack M ssissippians to earn the rank of Eagle Scout; and

VWHEREAS, at a young age of 16, Dr. Mason pursued an
under graduat e degree at Tennessee State University in Nashville,
Tennessee. During his freshman year, he net Natalie Lorraine
Ham ar of Roanoke, Virginia, whomhe married in 1950. Wile in
col l ege, Dr. Mason becane a nenber of Zeta Mu Lanbda Chapter of
Al pha Phi Al pha Fraternity, beginning one of his nost inspiring
life-long activities. 1In 1949, he conpleted studies with "high
di stinction" earning a double degree in Chem stry and Biology with
a mnor in Math. He pursued a Doctor of Mdicine Degree at Howard
University in Washington, D.C, and graduated with honors in the
Spring of 1954. He conpleted an internship at Honer G Phillips
Hospital in St. Louis, Mssouri, one of the forenbst postgraduate
training institutions for African-Anerican physicians. In |ater
years, he was a proud to earn certification as a D plomte of the
Anmeri can Acadeny of Fam |y Physicians, and he maintained his board
certification status until the year of his retirement; and

VWHEREAS, determ ned to nake his honme in M ssissippi, Dr.

Mason identified Biloxi as the place he wanted to begin his
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medi cal career. He noved with his wife and one-year-old son,
G lbert Jr., and established a nedical practice in 1955. The
Masons qui ckly became nenbers of First M ssionary Baptist Church
in Biloxi, Mssissippi. Because of his conmtnment to the
comunity, he becane a Scout Master (Troop 416), a nenber of the
PTA, Masonic Lodge (33rd Degree), and El ks Lodge. He often felt
his nost significant contribution to the community was foundi ng
the Biloxi Branch of the NAACP in 1960, of which he was President
for nore than 30 years; and

VWHEREAS, Dr. Mason becane affiliated with the Biloxi Regi onal
Hospital (later known as Howard Menorial). |In 1967, he was
conferred full staff privileges and would | ater becone a nenber of
the State Board of Health, the State Board of Medical Exam ners,
and was selected Chairman of the famly practice section at Bil oxi
Regi onal Hospital; and

VWHEREAS, Dr. Mason will be m ssed by his endearing wfe,
Grendol yn Lewi s Anderson Mason; his bel oved daughters, D ane
Marcelin, Glda Yvette Sizor, Yolanda Marie Juzang, Angel a Rose
Juzange, and G lbert Jr.'s ex-spouse G vonna Joseph; his sons,
Dari an Anderson, (Karen), David Oamens Mason, Adam Oaens and Dr.
G | bert Rutledge Mason, Jr.; nother-in-law, Ada Lew s;
sister-in-law, Elnora N. Mason; niece, Carolyn Mason Stanps
Varando, and a host of other relatives and friends; and

WHEREAS, the State of M ssissippi has | ost a | eader whose
inspiration was to change Anerica and the world. My he rest in
peace and may we all do our part to honor his |life and | egacy with
our words and actions:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PP, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
we do hereby express the synpathy of the Legislature on the death
of Dr. Glbert Mason, Sr., the Mssissippi Gulf Coast "G vil

Ri ghts Doctor" and celebrate his |ife and | egacy as an unwaveri ng
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advocate of civil

and human rights and a chanpi on of nonvi ol ence

which is to be adm red and enul at ed.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be presented to

the surviving famly of Dr. Mason and be nade avail able to The Sun

Herald and to nenbers of the Capitol
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ST: Expressing the synpathy of the Legislature

Press Corps.

on the death of Dr. G| bert Mason, Sr.,

M ssi ssi ppi

Coast

"G il

Ri ghts Doctor."
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