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SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 503

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON COMMENDI NG AND CONGRATULATI NG THE SUN
HERALD I N GULFPORT, M SSI SSI PP, UPON | TS RECEI PT OF THE
PRESTI G QUS PULI TZER PRI ZE FOR PUBLI C SERVI CE AWARDED FOR | TS
COVERAGE OF THE CATASTROPHI C HURRI CANE KATRI NA EVENTS AND FOR
PROVI DI NG A LI FELINE FOR | TS DEVASTATED READERS

VWHEREAS, on Monday, April 17, 2006, The Sun Herald in
Qul fport, M ssissippi, was awarded the Pulitzer Prize for Public
Service for its coverage under difficult circunstances of the
catastrophic Hurricane Katrina, which devastated its area al ong
the M ssissippi Gulf Coast; and

VWHEREAS, in the public service category which is considered
t he hi ghest honor, the Pulitzer Board praised The Sun Herald (and

The Ti nes-Pi cayune of New Orleans) "for providing a lifeline for
devastated readers in print and online during their tine of
greatest need." Both newspapers rejoiced over their Gold Medals,
but out of respect for the deaths caused by Hurricane Katrina and
t he hardshi ps borne by their staffs, the cel ebration was | ow key;
and

VWHEREAS, Executive Editor Stan Tiner told enpl oyees gathered
in the newsroomshortly after they erupted in applause at the
announcenent. "You are truly the best, and to this newsroom | say
this: Never have so few worked so hard and so long to tell such a
story - an unending story. This Pulitzer Prize Gold Medal is
dedi cated to the people of South M ssissippi whose magnificent
hearts and spirit noved us every day that we have been privil eged

totell the story of their struggle and triunphs,” he said. "They

wi |l not be defeated, not by Katrina, or anything"; and
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WHEREAS, three of the newspaper's editors were |isted as
finalists for a prize in editorial witing; and

WHEREAS, Publisher R ckey Mathews and Stan Tiner praised the
entire paper's staff, and parent conpany Knight R dder, for their
hard work keeping the paper running and printing - not mssing a
single day's publication - and keeping the staff fed and sheltered
for weeks afterward. "This award is alnost as surreal as it was
driving down the beach after the storm" said Sun Herald Vice
President of Operations Marlene Kler. "I don't know if people can
fully imagi ne what people at this newspaper went through
personal ly, but put it aside to serve the community"; and

WHEREAS, Governor Hal ey Barbour congratul ated the paper: "No
newspaper ever deserved a Pulitzer Prize for public service any
nore than The Sun Heral d, "The newspaper's managenent and staff
lived through the darkest hours of Hurricane Katrina with its
readers, formng a oneness that continues to this day. Even in
the nost adverse conditions inaginable, the newspaper never m ssed
a beat as a valued source of vital information for its readers.
I ndeed, it never m ssed publishing even one day"; and

WHEREAS, The Sun Herald had a pre-hurricane circul ation of
47,000 daily and 55,000 on Sunday, and has regai ned nost of its
circulation. This is the first Pulitzer Prize for The Sun Heral d;
and

VWHEREAS, it is with great pride that we recognize this
si ngul ar achi evenent by this newspaper and its dedicated staff,
who represent the courage, spirit, |love and hope of the citizens
of the Mssissippi GQulf Coast as they stand and begin the journey
to their future with sweat and dignity:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PP, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
we do hereby commend and congratul ate The Sun Herald in Gl fport,
M ssissippi, its publishers, managers and staff, upon their

recei pt of the prestigious Pulitzer Prize for public service

S. C R No. 503 *SS01/R17*
061E/ SS01/ R17
PAGE 2



61
62
63
64
65
66
67

awarded for their coverage of the catastrophic events of Hurricane
Katrina and for providing a lifeline for devastated readers in the
aftermath of the hurricane, and extend to themthe best w shes of
the Legislature in their future public service endeavors.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be presented to
t he managers and staff of The Sun Herald and be made avail able to

menbers of the Capitol Press Corps.
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