M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE FI RST EXTRAORDI NARY SESSI ON 2006

By: Senator(s) Davis, Flowers To: Rules

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 502

1 A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON COMVENDI NG AND CONGRATULATI NG MAJOR
2 ROBERT DOUGLAS FERGUSON FOR HI S SUCCESSFUL COVNAND OF TROOP A,

3 98TH CAVALRY, M SSI SSI PPl NATI ONAL GUARD, WH CH WAS DEPLOYED FOR
4 WARTI ME SERVI CE DURI NG OPERATI ON | RAQ FREEDOM

5 VWHEREAS, Maj or Robert Dougl as Ferguson was sel ected by

6 Brigadier CGeneral Roger L. Shields, Conmander of the 155th

7 Separate Arnored Brigade, to conmand Troop A, 98th Cavalry,

8 M ssissippi National Guard (Hernando, M ssissippi) in April 2003;
9 and

10 VWHEREAS, Maj or Ferguson is a Hernando, M ssissippi, native
11 and 17-year National Guard veteran; and

12 VWHEREAS, Maj or Ferguson and Troop A, 98th Cavalry, depl oyed
13 to Ilraq in January 2005 after four nonths of intense conbat

14 training at Canp Shel by; and

15 VWHEREAS, Troop A, which is made up of 171 M ssi ssipp

16 National Guard soldiers fromDesoto County and across the State of
17 M ssissippi, was deployed for a one-year tour of duty in lraq in
18 an aggressive and hostile conbat zone; and

19 VWHEREAS, Maj or Ferguson is conpleting his fourth comand,

20 previously comrandi ng Conpany D, 2nd Battalion, 198th Arnor,

21 Conpany C, 2nd Battalion, 198th Arnor, and Headquarters Conpany,
22 2nd Battalion, 198th Arnmor of the M ssissippi Arny National CGuard,
23 and

24 VWHEREAS, Maj or Ferguson al so served on active duty as

25 Coordinator of 2nd Battalion, 198th Arnor's rotation to the

26 National Training Center at Fort Irwin, California, as well as
27 Depl oynent Action Oficer to National Guard Bureau, where he was
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instrunmental in preparing the 155th Bri gade Conbat Team for
depl oynent to Operation Iraqgqi Freedom and

VWHEREAS, Maj or Ferguson has received the followwng mlitary
awards: Bronze Star, Conbat Action Badge, Meritorious Service
Medal with One Oak Leaf Cluster, Arny Comrendati on Medal with Two
Cak Leaf Clusters, Arnmy Achievenent Medal with One Cak Leaf
Cluster, and Arnmed Forces Reserve Medal with Four Cak Leaf
Clusters; and

WHEREAS, WMaj or Ferguson earned the respect of his soldiers,
peers and | eaders, resulting in successful conmbat m ssions and
humani tarian, stability and support operations; and

VWHEREAS, Ferguson, 35, has baccal aureate, master's, and
Master's of Fine Arts degrees fromthe University of Menphis and
currently serves as an educator in the Hernando school system and
the University of Menphis; and

VWHEREAS, Maj or Ferguson al ways put the welfare of his
soldiers first and forenost, and continually supported them
t hroughout their tour of duty; and

VWHEREAS, it is with great pride that we note this significant
event in the history of the M ssissippi National Guard, and
recognize this mlitary professional who has brought honor to his
unit, his community and to the State of M ssissippi:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
we do hereby conmmend and congratul ate Maj or Robert Dougl as
Ferguson for his successful command of the Troop A, 98th Cavalry,
M ssi ssippi National Guard, to include wartinme service during
Qperation Iraqi Freedom and extend to himand his famly the best
w shes of the Legislature on his future endeavors.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be presented to
Maj or Ferguson, forwarded to the Adjutant General of the

M ssi ssi ppi National Guard and nade avail able to the Capitol Press

Cor ps.
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