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Adopted
COMMITTEE AMENDMENT NO 1 PROPOSED TO

House Bill No. 1144

BY: Committee

Amend by striking all after the enacting clause and inserting

inlieu thereof the follow ng:

SECTION 1. (1) Due to the proliferation of regulated and
unregul ated, commercial and noncommercial wldlife enclosures, the
purpose of this bill is to clarify that the Conmm ssion on
Wldlife, Fisheries and Parks and the Departnent of Wldlife,

Fi sheri es and Parks has plenary power to regulate all such

encl osures in order to conserve and protect native wildlife for
all citizens to enjoy and to protect our recreational econony
dependent on native wildlife resources.

(2) The Department of WIldlife, Fisheries and Parks shal
take inventory of the nunber, |ocation and size of hunting
enclosures in the state and the types of aninmals held or hunted in
such encl osures. The departnment shall file a report with the
WIldlife, Fisheries and Parks Commttees of the Senate and the
House of Representatives before January 3, 2007.

SECTION 2. (1) (a) The M ssissippi Conmi ssion on Wldlife,

Fi sheries and Parks shall have plenary authority and power to
regul ate big ganme hunting enclosures, wildlife encl osures under

Sections 49-7-58.1, 49-7-58.3 and 49-11-3, and any ot her encl osure

06/ SS26/ HB1144A. 4 *SS26/HB1144A.43*
PACGE 1



28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59

whi ch contains white-tailed deer, nonnative cervids, exotic
animals, or nonnative wld animals in which hunting is allowed.

(b) The comm ssion shall require annual permts and
i nspections of all such wildlife enclosures and shall establish
reasonabl e fees for such permts.

(c) The comm ssion may issue, deny, nodify or revoke
any wildlife enclosure permt and nay pronul gate regul ations
establishing conditions and limtations on such permts.

(d) The conm ssion nay adopt, nodify, or repeal
regul ations and wildlife nmanagenent standards under such
conditions as it may prescribe for the prevention, control and
eradi cation of disease, hunting within such encl osures, and for
t he managenent and protection of native wildlife.

(e) The comm ssion shall regulate the size of
encl osures, the nunber and species of animals within enclosures
and hunting w thin enclosures.

(2) A person shall notify, register and obtain a permt from
t he conmm ssion before constructing an encl osure and shall register
annual |y and obtain an annual permt no later than July 31.

(3) The comm ssion shall not issue a permt for an encl osure
if the enclosure contains white-tail ed deer and nonnative cervids
within the same fenced area. Enclosures registered or permtted
before July 1, 2006 may continue operating with white-tailed deer
and nonnative cervids or exotic animals within the same fenced
area but the owner or permittee shall provide for the separation
of the white-tailed deer within a reasonable tine as required by
t he conmm ssi on.

(4) The departnent shall inspect all such enclosures
annual |y and may conduct reasonabl e additional inspections as may
be deened necessary.

(5) The hunting of carnivorous animals listed in Section

49-8-5 is prohibited within such encl osures.
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SECTI ON 3. Section 49-7-58, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as foll ows:

49-7-58. (1) (a) |In addition to the ban on inporting

white-tail ed deer under Section 49-7-54, there is hereby inposed a

tenporary noratoriumon the inportation of elk, red deer, nule
deer, black-tailed deer and other cervids designated as
susceptible to chronic wasting disease by the State Veterinarian
and crosses of any such animals into the State of M ssissippi.
The noratoriumon inporting such animals shall end upon the
adoption of chronic wasting di sease regulations by the United

St at es Departnent of Agriculture.

(b) Any person who possesses, buys, inports or
transports any cervid that has been inported in the state in
violation of the noratoriumshall be subject to a Class | penalty
under Section 49-7-141. Any person that inports any exotic aninmal
into the state in violation of entry requirenents or regul ations
of the Board of Animal Health or the Departnent of WIldlife shall
be subject to a Cass | penalty under Section 49-7-141. The
agency issuing a permt for cervids or exotic animals within an
encl osure shall revoke the permt of any person found in violation
of the nmoratorium If any cervid in an enclosure tests positive
for chronic wasting disease or if any cervids within the enclosure
have been inported froman area diagnosed with chronic wasting
di sease, then all cervids in the enclosure shall be deened a
threat to native wildlife and to public health and may be kill ed
and di sposed of by the state.

(2) It shall be the duty of the Comm ssioner of Agriculture
and Comrerce, the Board of Animal Health, the State Veterinarian,
the Conmm ssion on Wldlife, Fisheries and Parks, and the
Departnent of Wldlife, Fisheries and Parks to consult and
coordinate efforts on matters related to chronic wasting di sease,

the prevention of the introduction of chronic wasting disease in
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the state and to ensure the health and safety of the public and
wildlife.

(3) The Comm ssion on Wldlife, Fisheries and Parks and the
Departnent of Wldlife, Fisheries and Parks shall have plenary
authority in matters related to the inportation of white-tailed

deer, the intrastate novenent of white-tailed deer, cervids, and

any other nonnative gane animals, * * * encl osures containing such

animal s, and prevention of the introduction of chronic wasting
di sease into the native wldlife popul ation.

SECTION 4. Section 49-7-58.1, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

49-7-58.1. (1) (a) The owner of any enclosure containing
white-tailed deer that prevents the free egress of white-tailed
deer fromthe enclosed area shall notify and register annually

with the Departnent of WIldlife, Fisheries and Parks no |later than

July 31. The person shall give his nane, the | ocation of the
encl osure, the acreage within the enclosure, and whether any deer

or nonnative cervids have been inported into the state and pl aced

in the enclosure, and any other infornmation required by the
Comm ssioner on Wldlife, Fisheries and ParKks.

(b) After July 1, 2006, a person shall notify, register

and obtain a permt fromthe departnent before constructing such

an encl osure and provide any information required by the

comm SssSi on.

(2) Persons who constructed an enclosure prior to July 1,
2003, shall have until January 1, 2004, to notify and provide the
information required under this section. The person shall use
acceptabl e hunting and wi I dlife managenent practices as may be
determ ned by the departnent.

(3) The owner of such an enclosure shall conply with any
testing of white-tailed deer harvested within the enclosure as may

be required by the departnent. |If chronic wasting disease is
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di agnosed within five (5 mles of the enclosure, the owner of
such encl osure shall all ow departnment personnel to enter the
enclosure to utilize lethal collection nmethods to obtain tissue
sanples for testing. |If chronic wasting disease is diagnosed
within the encl osure, the owner shall allow departnent personnel
to enter the encl osure and depopul ate the white-tailed deer within
t he encl osure.

(4) Aviolation of this sectionis a Cass Il violation and
i's punishable as provided in Section 49-7-143. A second or
subsequent violation of this sectionis a Cass | violation and is
puni shabl e as provided in Section 49-7-141.

SECTION 5. Section 49-7-58.3, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

49-7-58.3. (1) The Conmm ssion on WIldlife, Fisheries and
Parks shall regulate the hunting of nonnative cervids and

white-tailed deer in noncommercial wildlife enclosures, and the

Department of WIldlife, Fisheries and Parks may enforce such
regul ations and laws in the sanme manner as commercial wldlife

encl osures as provided in Section 49-11-25 and Section 2 of House

Bill No. 1144, 2006 Regul ar Sessi on.

(2) This section shall repeal on July 1, 2007.

SECTION 6. Section 49-11-3, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

49-11-3. (1) The departnent may issue operating |icenses to
any person, partnership, association or corporation for the
operation of shooting preserves or commercial wldlife encl osures
that neet the follow ng requirenents and any applicabl e
regul ati ons:

(a) Each shooting preserve shall contain a m ni num of
one hundred (100) acres in one (1) tract of |eased or owned | and
(including water area, if any) and shall be restricted to not nore

than six hundred forty (640) contiguous acres (including water
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area, if any), except that preserves confined to the rel easing of
ducks only may be authorized to operate with a mninmumof fifty
(50) contiguous acres (including water area).

(b) The boundaries of each shooting preserve shall be
clearly defined and posted with signs erected at intervals of
three hundred (300) feet or |ess.

(c) Each commercial wildlife enclosure shall contain a

m ni mum or maxi nrum nunber of * * * acres in one (1) tract of

| eased or owned | and (including water area, if any) as nay be

requi red by the commi ssion. The departnent shall establish a

m ni nrum area for an encl osure based on nunmber of aninals, terrain

and vegetative cover which provided an aninmal with opportunity to

evade a hunter and any other conditions that the conmm ssion may

prescribe. No comrercial wildlife enclosure shall be constructed

in such a manner as to allow the ingress and egress of native

white-tailed deer * * *,

(d) The preserve or enclosure nust be privately owned
and oper at ed.

(2) The comm ssion may issue any rules or regul ations
necessary to regul ate shooting preserves and commercial wldlife
encl osures and to enforce this chapter.

(3) (a) The comm ssion shall regulate the hunting of

nonnati ve cervids and white-tailed deer within a comerci al

wi ldlife enclosure, and the departnment nay enter such encl osure as
provi ded under Section 49-11-25 and enforce such regul ati ons.
(b) This subsection (3) shall repeal on July 1, 2007.
SECTION 7. Section 49-11-5, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:
49-11-5. The fee for a shooting preserve license or a

commercial wldlife enclosure |license shall be established by the

comm ssSi on.
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SECTI ON 8. Section 49-11-15, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as fol |l ows:

49-11-15. (1) Artificially propagated pheasants, quail,
chukar partridges, nmallards and bl ack ducks, and any gane bird
aut hori zed by the conm ssion are the only gane which may be hunted
on shooting preserves under this chapter.

(2) WMallards and bl ack ducks rel eased on a shooting preserve
nmust have a one-fourth (1/4) inch hole punched in the outer web of
the right foot before the birds attain the age of six (6) weeks.

(3) (a) The commission is authorized to specify the species
of nonnative wild gane that nmay be rel eased or hunted in

commercial wildlife enclosures.

(b) The comm ssion shall not issue a permt for a

commercial wildlife enclosure to contain white-tail ed deer and

nonnative cervids wthin the sanme fenced area.

(c) Any commercial wildlife enclosure permtted before

July 1, 2006, may continue operating with white-tail ed deer and

nonnati ve cervids wthin the sanme encl osure but no nonnative

cervids may be inported into such enclosure until the permttee

has provided for the renoval or separation of white-tailed deer

fromthe nonnative cervids as required by the comm ssion. The

conmi ssion shall require such enclosure to separate white-tail ed

deer and nonnative cervids within a reasonable tine.

SECTION 9. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after its passage.
Further, amend by striking the title inits entirety and

inserting in lieu thereof the foll ow ng:

AN ACT TO REQUI RE THE DEPARTMENT OF W LDLI FE, FI SHERI ES AND
PARKS TO | NVENTORY THE NUMBER, LOCATI ON AND SI ZE OF HUNTI NG
ENCLOSURES AND THE TYPES OF NONNATI VE ANI MALS HELD I N SUCH
ENCLOSURES; TO CLARI FY THE DUTI ES AND PONERS RELATED TO HUNTI NG
ENCLOSURES OF THE COWM SSI ON ON W LDLI FE, FI SHERI ES AND PARKS AND
THE DEPARTMENT OF W LDLI FE, FI SHERI ES AND PARKS; TO AMEND SECTI ONS
49-7-58, 49-7-58.1, 49-7-58.3, 49-11-3, 49-11-5 AND 49-11-15,

M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO CONFORM AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.
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