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Adopted
COMMITTEE AMENDMENT NO 1 PROPOSED TO

House Bill No. 1129

BY: Committee

Amend by striking all after the enacting clause and inserting

inlieu thereof the follow ng:

SECTION 1. Section 43-21-355, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
reenact and anend as foll ows:

43-21-355. Any attorney, physician, dentist, intern,
resident, nurse, psychol ogist, social worker, child protection
specialist, child care giver, mnister, |aw enforcenent officer,
school attendance officer, public school district enployee,

nonpubl i c school enployee, |icensed professional counselor, or any

ot her person participating in the nmaking of a required report
pursuant to Section 43-21-353 or participating in the judicial
proceedi ng resulting therefromshall be presuned to be acting in
good faith. Any person or institution reporting in good faith
shall be immne fromany liability, civil or crimnal, that m ght
ot herwi se be incurred or inposed.

SECTION 2. Section 41-21-97, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

41-21-97. The hospital records of and information pertaining
to patients at treatnent facilities or patients being treated by
physi ci ans, psychol ogi sts (as defined in Section 73-31-3(e)),

| i censed professional counselors or |icensed nmaster social workers
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shall be confidential and shall be released only: (a) upon
written authorization of the patient; (b) upon order of a court of
conpetent jurisdiction; (c) when necessary for the continued
treatnment of a patient; (d) when, in the opinion of the director,
rel ease is necessary for the determnation of eligibility for
benefits, conpliance with statutory reporting requirenents, or
ot her lawful purpose; or (e) when the patient has conmunicated to
the treating physician, psychologist (as defined in Section
73-31-3(e)) or master social worker an actual threat of physical
vi ol ence against a clearly identified or reasonably identifiable
potential victimor victins, and then the treating physician,
psychol ogi st (as defined in Section 73-31-3(e)) or master soci al
wor ker may conmuni cate the threat only to the potential victimor
victins, a | aw enforcenent agency, or the parent or guardian of a
mnor who is identified as a potential victim

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 2006.

Further, amend by striking the title inits entirety and

inserting in lieu thereof the foll ow ng:

AN ACT TO REENACT AND AMEND SECTI ON 43-21- 355, M SSI SSI PP
CODE OF 1972, TO PROVI DE THAT A LI CENSED PROFESSI ONAL COUNSELCOR
VHO, I N GOOD FAI TH, REPORTS CERTAI N | NFORVATI ON TO THE DEPARTMENT
OF HUVAN SERVI CES REGARDI NG A NEGLECTED OR ABUSED CHI LD SHALL BE
| MVUNE FROM LI ABI LI TY FOR SUCH REPORTI NG TO AMEND SECTI ON
41-21-97, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO PROVI DE THAT RECORDS OF
PATI ENTS BEI NG TREATED BY LI CENSED PROFESSI ONAL COUNSELORS SHALL
BE CONFI DENTI AL; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.
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