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REPORT OF CONFERENCE COMMITTEE
MADAM PRESI DENT AND MR, SPEAKER

We, the undersigned conferees, have had under consideration the anendnents to the
followi ng entitled BILL:

S. B. No. 2870: Levy of forest acreage tax; extend repealer.
We, therefore, respectfully submt the follow ng report and recomendati on:
1. That the House recede fromits Amendnent No. 1.

2. That the Senate and House adopt the foll ow ng anendnent:

Amend by striking all after the enacting clause and inserting

inlieu thereof the foll ow ng:

SECTION 1. Section 49-19-115, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anmended as foll ows:

49-19-115. (1) The board of supervisors of all counties are
hereby directed to levy a special tax to be known as "the forest
acreage tax." Such tax shall be Two Cents (2¢) per acre on al
ti mbered and uncul tivatable lands in the county in order to
recei ve the financial and supervisory cooperation of the State
Forestry Conmmi ssion in carrying out organized forest fire control
and ot her provisions of Sections 49-19-111 through 49-19-117.

(2) In addition to the tax |levied under subsection (1) of
this section, the board of supervisors of all counties are hereby
directed to levy an additional forest acreage tax on all tinbered
and uncul tivatable lands in the county begi nning October 1, 1989,
and continuing for three (3) succeeding years in the follow ng
anmount s:

Tot al Acreage

| ncr ease Tax
Fi scal year ending
Septenber 30, 1990............... 3¢ per acre 5¢ per acre
Fi scal year ending
Septenber 30, 1991............... 2¢ per acre 7¢ per acre
Fi scal year ending
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Septenber 30, 1992............... 2¢ per acre 9¢ per acre

Upon conpletion of the third year, the total acreage tax
shall remain at the Nine Cents (9¢) per acre per year * * *,

(3) Uncultivatable |ands shall not include bogs, unreclained
strip mne areas, coastal beach sands, tidal and freshwater
mar shes, beaver ponds and fl ood or fl owage easenents.

(4) Those honeowners described in Section 27-33-67(2), who
qualify for the exenptions allowed in Article 1, Chapter 33, Title
27, M ssissippi Code of 1972, shall be exenpt from any forest
acreage tax levied pursuant to this section.

(5) The provisions of this section and the tax levy required
herein shall not be applicable to any counties which were not
| evyi ng such forest acreage tax on January 1, 1989.

(6) This section shall be repealed on June 30, 2008.

SECTION 2. (1) The governing authorities of any

municipality may provide partial ad val oremtax exenptions on |and
used for agricultural purposes that is converted to a residential
use as provided in this section.

(2) For agricultural property that is converted to
residential use, the governing authorities of a municipality may
exenpt the assessed value of the property in an anpbunt equal to
the difference in the assessed value of the property for
agricultural use and the assessed val ue of the property for
residential use. The exenption authorized to be granted under
this section shall end at such tinme as the property is occupied by
a honeowner; however, if the property consists of a nunber of
parcel s upon which residences are being constructed, the exenption
shall continue for each parcel until the residence constructed
upon the parcel is occupied by a honmeowner.

(3) Any request for an exenption under this section shall be
in witing and contain such information about the property for
whi ch the exenption is being requested as the governing
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authorities of the nunicipality may require. The granting of the
exenption shall be recorded in the mnutes of the governing
authorities of the nunicipality.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after its passage.

Further, amend by striking the title inits entirety and

inserting in lieu thereof the foll ow ng:

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 49-19-115, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972,

VH CH LEVI ES THE FOREST ACREACGE TAX, TO EXTEND THE DATE OF REPEAL;
TO AUTHORI ZE THE GOVERNI NG AUTHORI TI ES OF A MUNI Cl PALI TY TO GRANT
A PARTI AL AD VALOREM TAX EXEMPTI ON FOR AGRI CULTURAL PROPERTY THAT
'S BEI NG CONVERTED TO A RESI DENTI AL USE | N AN AMOUNT EQUAL TO THE
DI FFERENCE I N THE ASSESSED VALUE OF THE PROPERTY FOR AGRI CULTURAL
USE AND THE ASSESSED VALUE OF THE PROPERTY FOR RESI DENTI AL USE;, TO
PROVI DE THAT THE EXEMPTI ON SHALL END WHEN THE PROPERTY IS OCCUPI ED
BY A HOVEOMNER, TO PROVI DE THE MANNER I N VWHI CH A REQUEST FOR SUCH
EXEMPTI ON MUST BE MADE; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

CONFEREES FOR THE SENATE CONFEREES FOR THE HOUSE
X (' SI GNED) X ('Sl GNED)

Robert son Shows

X (' SI GNED) X ('Sl GNED)

Br owni ng Mont gonery

X ('Sl GNED) X (' SI GNED)

val | ey Ham [ ton (109t h)
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