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SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2006

Senator(s) C arke, Dearing, Simons, To:  Rules

SENATE RESOLUTI ON NO. 51

A RESCLUTI ON COMMENDI NG AND CONGRATULATI NG SENI OR FORWARD
JASPER JOHNSON WHO LED DELTA STATE UN VERSI TY TO THEI R BEST SEASON
AND FOR W NNI NG THE CELLULAR SOQUTH HOAELL TROPHY.

WHEREAS, Jasper Johnson, 6'7" Forward from Hol | andal e,
M ssi ssi ppi, capped a stellar Senior season at Delta State
Uni versity by taking honme the Cellular South Howell Trophy as the
state's top college player at a four-year school; and

VWHEREAS, Johnson, who transferred to the Division Il school
after spending his first three seasons at Division | University of
Sout hern M ssi ssi ppi, beat out two D1 players for the award:
M ssi ssippi State University Forward Charl es Rhodes and Jackson
State University Guard Trey Johnson. Fifty-one nmedia nenbers from
the state submtted votes for the award; and

VWHEREAS, Delta State Senior Center Jasper Johnson was naned
the NCAA Division Il National Player of the Year by Daktronics and
Basketbal|l Tines on March 21, 2006, by a vote of the nation's
medi a and coaches. The Hollandale native is the first Statesman
to garner the nation's top individual honor. He averaged 20.6
points and 8.2 rebounds a gane with a 555.5%fi el d-goal mark; and

WHEREAS, the Cellular South Howell Trophy is awarded annually
to Mssissippi's top nen's col |l ege basketball player; and

VWHEREAS, Jasper Johnson led Delta State in all offensive
categories en route to the school's best record ever at 30-2, a
mark that included a 26-gane win streak; he earned Division |
Al'l -South Region and Gulf South Conference Player of the Year

honors with his 20.5 points and 8.2 rebounds per gane; and
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WHEREAS, Delta State University's Jasper Johnson and Jereny
Ri chardson were naned to the NCAA Division Il All-Star Gane as
part of the NCAA Elite Ei ght Chanpi onship weekend in Springfield,
Massachusetts. The Statesnmen duo represented the South Region.
Jasper Johnson was al so selected to the All-GSC First Team and

VWHEREAS, "1've gone through sonme changes, but it has really
been a special year for ne," Johnson said while enbracing his
grandnot her, M I1dred Causey, during the awards cerenony at the
M ssi ssi ppi Sports Hall of Fane and Museum "I've felt great this
entire year. So tonight | really feel no different. But | do
realize that everything has all kind of built up to this tine
right here"; and

VWHEREAS, after accepting the award, nanmed after fornmer NMSU
and Boston Celtics great Bailey Howel |, Jasper tal ked about how
hard work hel ped hi movercone a few of the obstacles in his past.
Johnson's col |l ege basketball career was nearly derailed before it
started. He suffered severe damage to one of his shoul ders and
multiple fractures in his foot and leg in a car accident just
before the start of his Freshman season at USM But he fought his
way back onto the court; and

VWHEREAS, it is with great pride that we recognize this
magi cal season by an outstanding athl ete who has brought honor to
his university, his comunity and to the State of M ssissippi:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, That we do hereby conmend and congratul ate Seni or
Forward Jasper Johnson who led the Delta State University
"Statesnmen” to their best season in history and for w nning the
coveted Cel lular South Howel |l Trophy, and extend to himthe best
w shes of the Senate for his future successes.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be presented to

Jasper Johnson and be made available to the Capitol Press Corps.
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