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SENATE RESOLUTI ON NO. 50

A RESCLUTI ON COMMENDI NG "ALL- STAR FI RST TEAM' AND " METRO
PLAYER OF THE YEAR' R L. HORTON, JUNI OR GUARD FOR THE LANI ER HI GH
SCHOOL STATE CHAMPI ON BOYS BASKETBALL TEAM

VWHEREAS, Lanier H gh School Junior Guard R L. Horton is a
prolific scorer adept at shooting junp shots or driving to the
goal. He sparked the Bulldogs (34-3) to a second straight C ass
4A St ate Chanpi onship and the state's No. 1 ranking for al
classifications. He equaled his career high with 50 points,
including 23 in the final three m nutes of regulation, as Lanier
rallied to force overtime and defeat Northeast Lauderdale in the
North 4A quarterfinals; and

VWHEREAS, Lanier's Coach Thomas Billups said, "W gave it to
himevery tinme and he showed everybody what he could do. Just
| ook at what R L. did this season, how he carried a teamw thout a
| ot of experience. | kept putting the pressure on himand he kept
bringing it every night. | know he's a small guard, but |
woul dn't trade himfor any player in the state"; and

VWHEREAS, according to Lanier Coach Thomas Bill ups, nodesty is
typical of Horton, and it's a key part of an approach that hel ped
himearn "Player of the Year" honors on the 27th annual
Cl ari on-Ledger All-Metro Boys Basketball Team for Hi nds, Madi son
and Rankin Counties; and

VWHEREAS, Horton, a 5-foot-11, 165-pound Junior CGuard, who's
equal ly |l ethal shooting three-pointers or driving for |ayups,
averaged 24.6 points as the Bulldogs won their final 19 ganes (not
bad for a player who didn't try out as a seventh-grader at Powel |

M ddl e School because he assuned he wouldn't make the cut); and
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WHEREAS, after averaging 9.5 points as a Sophonore while
ecl i psed by the giant shadow of the NBA-bound Mark Ellis, Horton
noved to center stage in 2005-2006. Joi ning Dandy Dozen Seni or
Point Guard Al Grahamin a dynam c backcourt, Horton nmade a snooth
transition as the team's go-to guy, scoring 26 points in the
season opener against Terry and finishing wwth 23 as Lani er beat
I ndi anola Gentry 72-43 in the 4A title gane March 9, 2006; and

WHEREAS, Horton, who turned 16 | ast August, follows N chols
(1994), Tang Ham lton (1997) and Ellis (2002, 2004 and 2005) as
Metro Players of the Year from Lanier. Next year he can go one-up
on all who've hel ped deliver 15 Gold Balls to Maple Street since
1950 by conpleting the first State Chanpionship three-peat in
school history; and

WHEREAS, R L.'s biggest influence is his father, R L. Horton,
Sr.; and

WHEREAS, it is with pride that we recogni ze this basket bal
star who has brought honor to his school, comunity and to the
state:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, That we do hereby conmend "All-State First Teant and
"Metro Player of the Year" R L. Horton, Junior Guard for the
Lani er Hi gh School "Bull dogs" 4A State Chanpions, and extend to
himand his famly our best wi shes for his future successes.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be presented to
R L. Horton and to Coach Thomas Billups, and be nade available to

the Capitol Press Corps.
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