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Senator (s) Simons, Walls, Turner To: Rules

SENATE RESOLUTI ON NO. 39

A RESCLUTI ON COMMENDI NG AND CONGRATULATI NG DR GLENELL
LEE-PRUI TT AS THE FI RST FEMALE PASTOR AT HI STORI C SOLOMON CHAPEL
AFRI CAN METHODI ST EPI SCOPAL CHURCH | N CLEVELAND, M SSI SSI PPI .

VWHEREAS, in October of 1997, denell Lee-Pruitt decided to
announce her calling into the mnistry. She nade the announcenent
at Sol onon Chapel African Methodi st Epi scopal (AME) Church of
Cl evel and, M ssissippi, one Sunday. N ne years later, Pruitt is
back at Sol onon Chapel, but this time she's not just acknow edgi ng
her call, she's serving as its Pastor; and

VWHEREAS, for the first time in its 122-year history, Sol onon
Chapel is under the | eadership of a female Pastor; and

VWHEREAS, Dr. Pruitt, who resides in Leland, M ssissippi,
recei ved the appointnent from Bi shop C. G Henning, the presiding
Bi shop of the Eighth Episcopal District of M ssissippi and
Loui si ana, on Decenber 4, 2005, and preached her first sernon the
foll ow ng day; and

VWHEREAS, Dr. Pruitt's father, WIlliamLee, was also an AVE
M ni ster who served as Pastor of churches in Bolivar County,

M ssi ssi ppi. She said she never thought she would be a Mnister,
but she is excited about the opportunity to share with her new
church and the community it serves. Dr. Pruitt was ordai ned a
Deacon in Cctober 1999 and an Elder in October 2001. She has
served various churches in the Delta area before being appointed
to Sol onon Chapel, including New Zi on AMVE of Bel zoni, M ssissippi;
M dway AME Church of Mdrgan City, Louisiana; Oneal Chapel AME of
Sunfl ower, M ssissippi; Allan Daniel Chapel AME of den Al an,

M ssi ssi ppi; and Disney Chapel AME of Geenville, Mssissippi; and
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VWHEREAS, being the first femal e Pastor in Sol onon Chapel's
hi story brings nmuch excitenent for Dr. Pruitt. "This church has a
|l ot of history in Bolivar County, and to becone a part of that
hi story makes nme feel wonderful"; and

WHEREAS, she hol ds a Bachel or of Social Wrk Degree from
Jackson State University, Master of Social Wrk from Tenpl e
Uni versity, and recently successfully defended her dissertation
toward a Ph.D. in Social Wrk from Jackson State University; and

VWHEREAS, because Dr. Pruitt's educational background is in
Social Wrk, she says she is a person who is interested in
enhanci ng and i nproving the community. She said one thing the
church will start is an ACT mnistry for students. Wile she is
at Sol onon Chapel she will stress the inportance of education
because she believes that in preaching about God you have to tel
peopl e how to better thenselves; and

VWHEREAS, the stress of education has historically been a part
of the AVE Church. The ol dest black university in the country is
an AME school, W/l berforce University in Chio, which is affiliated
with the African Methodi st Episcopal Church and becane the first
co- educational college for blacks; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Pruitt's biggest ministry is her famly. Her
husband, Steven; daughters, Maya and Gaendol yn; granddaughter,
Jailynn Mari ah; and her nother, Bertha Lee, are very inportant to
Dr. Pruitt and are her biggest supporters; and

VWHEREAS, it is with great pride that we recognize that
Sol onon Chapel is celebrating the birth of the AME nati onal
founder, Bishop R chard Allan, as they also celebrate a newera in
| eadership by this outstanding M ssissippi citizen:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PP, That we do hereby commend and congratul ate Dr.
A enell Lee-Pruitt as the first female Pastor at historic Sol onon

Chapel African Methodi st Episcopal Church in Cevel and,
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M ssi ssi ppi,

and extend to her,

the best wi shes of the M ssissippi Senate.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be presented to

Dr. Pruitt and be nade available to the Capito
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