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Senator(s) Butler, Hyde-Smith To: Rules

SENATE RESOLUTI ON NO. 34

A RESCLUTI ON COMMENDI NG AND EXPRESSI NG SUPPORT FOR ALAN
TRAVETTE (TRA) HENDERSON OF BROOKHAVEN, M SSI SSIPPI, FOR H' S
| NSPI RATI ONAL FI GHT AGAI NST OSTEOGENESI S | MPERFECTA.

VWHEREAS, "Be CGentle Wth the Baby" is the statenment that was
made a mllion times by the Henderson famly when their son, Al an
Travette (Tra) Henderson, was born with a life-threatening bone
di sease. Tra was born on June 29, 1998, at Kings Daughters
Hospital in Brookhaven, Mssissippi. At birth he suffered two
broken fenmur bones in two different places and a broken foot. He
was i medi ately transferred to the University Medical Center in
Jackson, M ssissippi, and suffered a broken armupon arrival. At
the tine, his |ife expectancy was fromsi x weeks to two years; and

WHEREAS, the late Dr. Ronal d Kending and other Othopedic
Speci al i sts diagnosed Tra with Osteogenesis |Inperfecta di sease
(fragile bones that break easily). Dr. Kending suggested physi cal
therapy at 12 nonths of age; at this point, Tra had broken over
six femur bones and both arns. Wen Tra was two years ol d, he was
reconmended to the Shriners Hospital in Tanpa, Florida, for
experinmental drug treatnent. After two years he was transferred
to Shreveport, Louisiana, for therapy to strengthen his bones; and

WHEREAS, Osteogenesis Inperfecta is a very rare bone di sease
di agnosed in the State of Mssissippi. There is one out of 30,000
born in the State of M ssissippi according to the rare bone

di sease reports. This is a generic defect in children that occurs

2% to 7% worldwide. It is classified into four types: Type |
(mld breaks); Type Il (the nost severe conplications
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characterized by breaking bones with no apparent cause); Type II
and Type |V (severe breaks); and

WHEREAS, Tra had suffered al nost 20 breaks by the tinme he was
four years old. Surgery was perforned by inserting iron rods in
both fenmurs and his left tibia to hold the bones together so that
his bones will not continue to break. By the age of five, Tra was
able to stand with braces and a wal ker and nmake steps; and

WHEREAS, Tra is now seven years old and has suffered over 40
br oken bones and has been hospitalized in three different states.
He is now a patient at the Blair E. Baston Hospital for Children
where he is treated every three nonths for his soft bones; and

WHEREAS, due to his illness, Tra was granted a wish trip
t hrough the Make- A-W sh Foundation of M ssissippi in July 2005.
Tra and his famly enjoyed a seven-day trip to Disney Wrld in
Ol ando, Florida, which gave hima respite fromhospitals and
doctors for a while. He was also crowned Prince of the
W shmakers' Ball held on February 26, 2006, at the Jackson Country
Cl ub; and

VWHEREAS, he now attends school in his personalized wheel chair
at Martin Elenentary School, Brookhaven, M ssissippi. He
denonstrates a sunny, delightful attitude regardless of his
health. He is a high-spirited and happy child at all tinmes. Tra
is an inspiration to his famly and friends; and

WHEREAS, thanks to the |ove and support fromfriends and
famly (parents, WIllie and Victoria Henderson; and grandparents,
Ms. Alean Smth and M. and Ms. WIllie Henderson), Tra is on the
road to great success; and

WHEREAS, Tra is an inspiration to the State of M ssissippi:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESCLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, That we do commend and express support for Al an
Travette (Tra) Henderson of Brookhaven, M ssissippi, for his

courageous fight against Osteogenesis |Inperfecta, and extend the
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best wi shes of the Senate to this young M ssissippian, who is an

inspiration to us all.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be presented to

Tra and his famly, and be made available to the Capitol Press

Cor ps.
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Commend Al an Travette (Tra) Henderson.



