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SENATE RESOLUTI ON NO. 33

A RESCLUTI ON RECOGNI ZI NG AND COMMENDI NG THE HUVANI TARI AN
CONTRI BUTI ONS OF MRS. EMVA LEE W LLI AMS HORHN ON THE OCCASI ON OF
HER 103RD BI RTHDAY.

VWHEREAS, M's. Emma Lee Wl ianms Horhn was born in Hol nes
County, M ssissippi, on March 12, 1903, to the |ate Ceorge
Wl lians and Josephi ne Wade WIIlians; and

VWHEREAS, at the time of her birth, Anerica was still in the
hor se- and- buggy days; trains were the fastest neans of
transportation; the telegraph was the qui ckest nmeans of
communi cation; radio and television did not exist; Wrld Wars | &
Il and the Cold War were uni nagi ned; atom c power was nonexi stent;
polio was the nost devastating disease in America; electricity and
i ndoor plunbing were |uxuries; separate-but-equal was the | aw of
the land; and travel to outer space was unheard of, except in
sci ence fiction novels; and

VWHEREAS, she was the youngest of nine children, seven girls
and two boys, all of whom have preceded her in death; and

VWHEREAS, she and her siblings often wal ked five ml|es one way
to attend Richland El enmentary School to be taught reading and
mat h, and she later finished grammar school at Union School in
rural Hol nes County; and

VWHEREAS, while Mz Emmua Lee's (as she is often call ed)
recoll ections of early life included much hardship and despair,
she does renenber the pride and | ove bestowed on all the WIlIlians
children by their parents. Like nost African-Anericans of that
time in the Deep South, the Wllians fam |y eked out a neager

living as sharecroppers. She recalls her father, George,
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expl aining that he was 16 years old when slavery in America ended.
Her nother told of her father, Sinon Wade, who served as a Private
in the Union Arnmy in North Carolina during the Cvil \War; and

WHEREAS, Emma narried Tomm e Horhn in Pickens, M ssissippi,
in 1922 and began a famly. In addition to tending a famly
garden and raising livestock, the young famly al so began to
sharecrop. Tonmm e worked frequently as a | ogger and horse
wr angl er, where he showed great skill. He and three of his
brothers, Walter, Janmes and Cary, entertained friends and
nei ghbors t hroughout the countryside with m nstrel shows,
consisting of story-telling, conedy sketches, and song and dance
routines. Many al so sought out Tonm e for his know edge of
medi ci nal herbs; and

VWHEREAS, Tonm e and Emma' s uni on produced 10 children, six
boys and four girls: Fannie, Johnnie WIIl, Catherine, Tomm e,
Jr., Archie, Charlie, Curt, Louise, Julius and Sarah, who were
wel | - known t hroughout the conmmunity; and

VWHEREAS, al though Mz Emma Lee's husband and five of her
chil dren have preceded her in death and she has endured a |ifetine
of hard work, pain and sacrifice, her spirit of hopeful ness and
cl oseness to God have never wavered. Upon noving to Jackson,
M ssissippi, in the |ate 1950s, she joined New Strangers' Hone
M ssionary Baptist Church in Mdtown and has been an active nenber
for nearly a half century, including serving as a Mdther of the
Church; and

VWHEREAS, |ike her skill in nurturing ornanental flowers, for
whi ch she has had a lifelong passion, Mz Emma Lee is al so
wel | -known for her skill in nurturing people. She has been an
inspiration to her famly, church and conmmunity for her |ongevity,
wi sdom patience and | ove of God. Today, she still Iives
i ndependently in her hone, and delights in receiving visits and
calls fromher children, grandchildren, great-grandchildren,

great-great-grandchildren, and nmany other rel atives and friends:
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NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, That we do hereby recogni ze and commend t he
humani tarian contributions of Ms. Ema Lee WIIlians Horhn on the
occasi on of her 103rd birthday and for her |ongevity, w sdom
patience, and service to God and community, and extend to her the
best wi shes of the Senate.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be presented to

Mz Emma Lee and be nmade available to the Capitol Press Corps.
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