M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2006
By: Senator(s) Jordan, Butler, Dawkins, To:  Rules

Frazier, Harden, Jackson (11th), Thomas,
Walls, WIlianson

SENATE RESOLUTI ON NO. 19

1 A RESOLUTI ON COVMENDI NG AND CELEBRATI NG THE LI FE OF AUTHOR

2 PLAYWRI GHT AND TEACHER ENDESHA | DA MAE HOLLAND, PH.D., OF

3 GREENWOOD, M SSISSIPPI, AND EXPRESSI NG THE SYMPATHY OF THE SENATE.
4 VWHEREAS, aut hor, playwight, educator, nom nee for the

5 Pulitzer Prize and civil rights activist Endesha |Ida Mae Hol | and,
6 Ph.D., of Geenwood, M ssissippi, passed away on Wdnesday,

7 January 25, 2006, at the age of 61; and

8 VWHEREAS, since early chil dhood, Endesha |Ida Mae Hol | and' s

9 |Ilife was touched by poverty, racismand viol ence; but civi

10 rights, education and | ove of famly changed the direction of this
11 extraordinary wonan's life, and we are all the richer for it; and
12 WHEREAS, in the year 1983, |Ida Mae Hol | and added Endesha to
13 her nane after she nmet Dr. Maul ana Karenga, a scholar of African
14 history and culture, who is also the creator of Kwanza. Holl and
15 added this nanme not only to distinguish herself from her nother

16 (for they shared the nane Ida Mae) but also to synbolize the way
17 she had notivated herself and others to reach beyond where they

18 cane from Endesha is a Swahili word that neans "driver - she who
19 drives herself and others forward." This nane enbodies all that
20 Holland stands for and all that her nmenmoir Fromthe M ssissipp

21 Delta describes. She is a woman who drove hersel f through

22 terrible odds to pursue and realize her dreans; and

23 VWHEREAS, in her nenoir, she tells of her trials and

24 tribulations that seened i nescapable. She was kicked out of

25 school in ninth grade, and was pregnant and in jail at age

26 sixteen. Her nother constantly rem nded Hol |l and that she could

27 shape her own future. Through her own determ nation and the drive
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that she had to make sonmething of her life, Holland eventually
turned things around, joined the Gvil Ri ghts Myvenent, noved to
the Twin GCties and began college at the University of M nnesot a;
and

VWHEREAS, Hol |l and graduated with her BA in African-Anerican
studies in 1979, thirteen years after she started. She received
her Masters Degree in Anmerican Studies five years later. Two
years | ater, Holland was awarded her Ph.D. on May 25, 1985, from
the University of Mnnesota. This was the nonment that she had
been waiting for her entire life. She invited everyone that she
knew to conme see just how far she had traveled fromthe
M ssi ssi ppi Delta; and

VWHEREAS, aside from her highly esteenmed nenoir, Holland al so
wrote seven plays. The three that have received the nost
recognition are Fromthe M ssissippi Delta, Second Doctor Lady,
and The Reconstruction of Dossie Ree Henphill. The latter two
were witten about Holland's nother, Ida Mae. Second Doctor Lady
is the story of her nother's struggle to becone a mdwife. The
Reconstruction of Dossie Ree Henphill also tells the story of her
not her but fromthe perspective of her peers. Fromthe
M ssissippi Delta was inspired by her nmenmoir. This three-woman
pl ay has been perfornmed across the country and has received nmany
positive reviews; and

VWHEREAS, these works have | ed Holland to receive many
prestigious awards, including the First Annual Playwiting Award,
the ACTF Student Playwiting Award of the University of M nnesota,
the Second Pl ace Lorrai ne Hansberry Award, and she was nom nat ed
for a Pulitzer Prize. Also, the Mayor of G eenwood, M ssissippi,
dedicated a day to her, calling it "Endesha Ida Mae 'Cat' Holl and
Day" on Cctober 18, 1991; and

WHEREAS, Hol |l and is survived by her son, Cedric Holland; her
sister, Jean Beasl ey; granddaughter; all of Buffal o, New York; and

a brother, Charlie "Bud" Nelluns, of G eenwood; and
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WHEREAS, it is with sadness that we note the passing of this
M ssi ssi ppi author and pl aywight who was subjected to poverty,
raci smand broken dreans and still worked her way to a better
life:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, That we do hereby conmmend and cel ebrate the |ife of
noted M ssissippi author, playwight and teacher Endesha |da Mae
Hol | and, Ph.D., of G eenwood, M ssissippi, and express to her
surviving famly the synpathy of the Senate on her passing.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be presented to
the surviving famly of Ms. Holland and be nade available to the

Capi tol Press Corps.
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