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SENATE RESOLUTI ON NO. 12

A RESCLUTI ON COMMENDI NG AND CONGRATULATI NG ALCORN STATE
UNI VERSI TY BASEBALL COACH W LLIE "RAT" MCGOWAN, SR., THE DEAN OF
BASEBALL COACHES | N THE SWAC.

VWHEREAS, WIllie "Rat" MGowan, Sr., a native of MConb,
M ssi ssi ppi, has conpleted his 34th season as head basebal | coach
of Alcorn State University with a record of 611-587-7; and

VWHEREAS, an al umus of Alcorn State University, Coach MGowan
earned his bachel or of science degree in health and physi cal
education in 1961, before furthering his education at the
Universities of CGeorgia and Kansas, while earning his master of
science in health and physical education from Kansas State
Uni versity; and

WHEREAS, while at Alcorn as a student, "Rat," a four-year
letterman in football, acted as the team captain during the 1960
and 1961 canpaigns, and earned the Little Al-Anerican Award in
1958 during his freshman canpai gn, additionally receiving
Al | - Conference honors in each of his four seasons and nanmed the
team s Most Val uabl e Player, while being the recipient of the
first Jack Spinks Award in 1959; and

VWHEREAS, prior to graduating, MGowan becane an instructor of
science at Central Hi gh School in Liberty, Mssissippi, in
addition to being named assistant football coach before garnering
the titles of athletic director, head football coach, track and
field and baseball coach the ensuing year for the 1962-1964
seasons; and

VWHEREAS, having shared his instructional and coaching

abilities and expertise in M ssissippi and Mssouri, "Rat" MGowan
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made his way back to Alcorn in 1968 as defensive back coach, where
he remai ned part of the football staff until 1993; and

VWHEREAS, over the course of his 25-year stint, he wore many
hats, hel ping to guide the Braves to nine Southwestern Athletic
Conf erence (SWAC) Chanpi onshi ps and four National Black College
Chanmpi onshi ps; and

WHEREAS, in addition to his football coaching duties, MGowan
split duty as head baseball coach and earned four SWAC Coach of
the Year Awards (1976, 1979, 1981 and 1988), four Eastern D vision
Chanpi onshi ps and one Eastern Division Tournanment Chanpionshi p;
and

WHEREAS, "Rat" MGowan has coached several notabl e players
who have gone on to be drafted into the major |eague, continued
the tradition of groomng a solid pedigree of players with several
potential draft picks on the roster; and

WHEREAS, in 1998, M Gowan earned the prestigi ous honor of
being nanmed to the Alcorn State University's Sports Hall of Fanme
as a player and coach in football and baseball; and

VWHEREAS, known as the "Dean of Baseball Coaches" in the SWAC
"Rat" is the eldest coach in the conference; and

WHEREAS, wed to the forner Doris Ham |Iton, who currently
serves as the Chair of the Departnent of Education and Psychol ogy
at Alcorn, "Rat" has been supported and encouraged in his
endeavors by his wife and children, sons, Reginald and WIlli e,
Jr.; and

WHEREAS, it is with great pride that we recogni ze the
| andmar k career of this coach who has brought honor to his
university and to the State of M ssissippi:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, That we do hereby conmend and congratul ate Coach
WIllie "Rat" McGowan, Sr., the Dean of Baseball Coaches in the
SWAC, upon his successful career and his many acconplishnments

while at Alcorn State University and extend our warnest w shes to
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himand his famly for continued success in all his future
endeavors.

BE I T FURTHER RESCOLVED, That copies of this resolution be
presented to Coach WIllie McGowan, Sr., and to the nenbers of the

Capi tol Press Corps.
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