M SSI SSI PPI LEGQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2006
By: Senator(s) Frazier, Horhn, Harden, To:  Rules

VWhite, Mchel, Butler, Dawkins, Gordon,
Jackson (11th), Thonas

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 631

1 A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON COMVENDI NG AND CONGRATULATI NG VETERAN
2 LANI ER BASKETBALL COACH THOVAS BI LLUPS.

3 VWHEREAS, Coach Thomas Billups' success at Lanier H gh School
4 may be unmatched in the history of M ssissippi high school boys
5 Dbasketbal I; and

6 VWHEREAS, Lani er H gh School Coach Billups' Bulldogs (34-3)

7 won their final 19 ganes and finished No. 1 in The C arion-Ledger
8 Super 10 Rankings for the second consecutive year; and

9 VWHEREAS, in 15 seasons, Billups has coached in 12 state

10 finals, including eight in a row. He guided the Bulldogs to a
11 second straight Cass 4A State Chanpionship, tying himwth

12 @lfport's |l egendary Bert Jenkins for the nost M ssissippi High
13 School Activities Association Boys State Titles with seven.

14 Lanier won again despite the graduation of MDonald All-American
15 Monta Ellis, who joined the NBA; and

16 VWHEREAS, Coach Billups, 53, has built a hoops machi ne on

17 Maple Street in Jackson. Not even Coach Jenkins, who won 866

18 ganes in 28 seasons, coached in eight consecutive state finals;
19 and

20 VWHEREAS, with a 463-73 record shouting orders from Lanier's
21 bench, the denonstrative Billups has averaged nore than 30

22 victories per year and won an outstandi ng 86% of the tinme; and
23 VWHEREAS, Coach Billups' latest Gold Ball nay be his npst

24 satisfying. Although Senior Point Guard Al G aham Junior CGuard
25 R L. Horton and Senior Forward Kal auso WIllians entered this

26 season with some experience, nost of the Bulldogs were new faces.
27 Lavel Johnson, the M ssissippi correspondent for the recruiting
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magazi ne Hoop Scoop, believes Billups will cherish this state
crown the nost. This was his top coaching job; and

WHEREAS, Coach Billups' "in-your-face" style is relentless.
Rarely does he sit. He paces the sidelines, roaring like an
angry, nattily-attired bear. Sonetines, he will stop, arns
fol ded, and scowl, staring at a striped shirt, or player, who has
done himwong. He plays no favorites. \Watever goes for one
pl ayer goes for all of them and

WHEREAS, for all of his bluntness, there is also a gentler
side to Coach Billups, whether he's attending church with his team
or hosting a Super Bow party. The greatest tribute is what his
pl ayers and former players say about him the father-figure and
nurturing comments that have been nmade. Coach Billups has control
of his players and they respect him and

WHEREAS, a | ook at Lanier's year-by-year ranking since Coach

Thomas Billups arrived is as foll ows:

Season Ranki ng
2005- 2006 1st
2004- 2005 1st
2003- 2004 2nd
2002- 2003 2nd
2001- 2002 2nd
2000- 2001 3rd
1999- 2000 4t h
1998- 1999 1st
1997- 1998 NR
1996- 1997 1st
1995- 1996 1st
1994- 1995 15t h
1993- 1994 4t h
1992- 1993 1st
1991- 1992 14t h
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VWHEREAS, it is with great pride that we recogni ze the
acconplishnents of this remarkabl e Coach who has brought honor to
his school, his conmmunity and to the State of M ssi ssippi:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PP, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
we do hereby conmmend and congratul ate veteran Lani er Basket bal
Coach Thomas Billups and extend to himand his famly the best
w shes of the Legislature in his future successes.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be presented to

Coach Billups and be made available to the Capitol Press Corps.
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