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Senator(s) Tollison To: Rules

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 625

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON COVMENDI NG CARCL ROSS UPON HER 300TH
CAREER W N AND W NNI NG THE 2005 GOLD MEDAL | N WOMEN S BASKETBALL

VWHEREAS, on March 18, 2003, Coach Carol Ross answered the
call of her Alma Mater and returned to the University of
M ssi ssippi as its Head Coach, where she has quickly resurrected
t he wonen' s basketbal |l program shattered school attendance
records, |led the Lady Rebels back to the NCAA Tournanment and was
honored as SEC Coach of the Year (2004); and

VWHEREAS, only the fourth person in wonen's basketball history
to have played for and coached nationally ranked teans at the sane
school, Coach Ross currently ranks twentieth anong active coaches
for all-tinme Associated Press ranking appearances; and

VWHEREAS, for the third tinme in her three seasons at e Mss,
Coach Ross has |l ed the Lady Rebels to postseason tournanment play
(2004 and 2005 NCAA tournanments and 2006 Wnen's NI T); and

VWHEREAS, on March 19, 2006, at Naismith Court in the historic
Al'l en Fi el dhouse, Coach Ross picked up her 300th career win with a
victory over Kansas in the first round of the Wwnen's Nati onal
I nvitation Tournanent; and

VWHEREAS, from her days as a student athlete throughout her
coaching career, Carol Ross has established herself as an intense
conpetitor, outstanding |eader and proven winner in the arena of
wonen' s basketbal I; and

VWHEREAS, a native of Qakland, M ssissippi, Ross was a
four-year, All-State player at Kirk Acadeny where she led the

Rai derettes to three overall State Basketbal |l Chanpi onships, was
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Kirk Acadeny's first female athlete to have her jersey retired and
was naned a "Hi gh School All-Anerican"; and

VWHEREAS, Ross earned her bachelor's degree in education in
1982 fromthe University of M ssissippi where she was a four-year
starter for the Lady Rebels from 1977-1981, set a Sout heastern
Conference record for steals in a career with 333 and was naned a
nmenber of the inaugural SEC All - Tour nanent Team and

VWHEREAS, Ross was known as a pesky, tenaci ous defensive
| eader at O e Mss where she is still the school's all-tinme |eader
in steals in a gane, season and career, and she is one of only two
Lady Rebels to score 1,000 points, 500 assists and 250 steals in a
career; and

WHEREAS, Ross becane the fourth wonen's basketball player in
Oe Mss history to be inducted into the University of M ssissipp
Athletic Hall of Fame when she was honored on Septenber 1, 2001;
and

VWHEREAS, Ross first served as Head Coach at the University of
Florida from 1990- 2002 where she posted a winning record of
247-121 in 12 successful seasons, led Florida to its first Top 10
national ranking and trip to the NCAA Elite Ei ght and nade nine
NCAA Tour nament appear ances; and

WHEREAS, for her acconplishnments at Florida, Coach Ross was
named SEC Coach of the Year on two occasions (1994 and 2001), was
Head Coach of the United States Select Team (1998) and was a
two-tinme finalist for the Naismth National Coach of the Year
(2001 and 2002) before retiring fromthe University of Florida in
2002 as the all-tinme w nningest coach in Florida history; and

WHEREAS, Coach Ross was sel ected to represent her country in
2005 as an assistant coach of the USA Wonen's Basketbal |l Ul9 Team
whi ch she guided to a perfect 8-0 record and a Gold Medal at the
FI BA Worl d Chanpi onship in Tunis, Tunisia; and

VWHEREAS, the 2005 USA Wnen's Basketball Ul9 Team was

sel ected as the 2005 USA Basketball Team of the Year; and
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VWHEREAS, Coach Ross is an active nenber of the Oxford
Communi ty, having volunteered for a variety of civic groups,
school groups and conmunity organi zations, while al so fundraising
for nunmerous charity groups and serving as a board nenber for the
Anmerican Cancer Society and the Coaches v. Cancer organi zati on,
whi ch honored her as its 2000 Chanpi on Award wi nner; and

WHEREAS, it is with great pride that we recognize the spirit
and acconplishnments of this outstanding coach who is a role nodel
for many young athletes and who has brought great honor and pride
to her comunity, university and to the State of M ssi ssippi:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
we do hereby commend and congratul ate Coach Carol Ross on her
300th career win and for winning the 2005 Gold Medal in wonen's
basket bal | and extend the best w shes of the Legislature for her
future successes.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be presented to
Coach Carol Ross, be forwarded to the Chancellor of the University

of M ssissippi and be nade available to the nenbers of the Capitol

Press Corps.
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