M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2006

By:

Senator(s) C arke, Dearing, Simons, To:  Rules

Wal l's, Jordan, Jackson (11th), Browni ng,
Butl er, Carm chael, Frazier, Gordon, Harden
Hor hn, Jackson (32nd), Kirby, Little, Posey,
W1 Ilianson

© (00} ~ » a1 hWNPE

N N N N DD N MDD NDMDDNN P PP PR,k PP P
o N o o b~ WN P O © 00 N oo~ N -+, O

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 623

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON COVMENDI NG AND CONGRATULATI NG THE
DELTA STATE UNI VERSI TY " STATESMEN' BOYS BASKETBALL TEAM AND COACH
STEVE RI VES FOR THEI R OQUTSTANDI NG 2005- 2006 BASKETBALL SEASON AND
FOR W NNI NG THE GULF SOUTH CONFERENCE CHAMPI ONSHI P

WHEREAS, the Delta State University "Statesnen" Boys
Basketball| Team | ed by Coach Steve Rives earned the right to host
the Division Il South Region Men's Basketball Tournanent in
Cl evel and, M ssissippi, after winning the Gulf South Conference
Tour nanent Fi nal on Sunday, March 5, 2006; and

VWHEREAS, the Statesnen finished the regul ar season ranked No.
1 in the South Region poll and No. 1 in the National poll; and

VWHEREAS, Coach Rives and the Statesnen (30-2) saw their
magi cal season conme to a close with an 83-68 loss to the
Uni versity of Arkansas-Monticello Boll Wevils in the semfinals
of the NCAA South Regi on Men's Basketball Tournanment at the Walter
Sillers Coliseumon March 12, 2006. The |oss snapped the nation's
| ongest wi nning streak and ended the season for the nation's
t op-ranked team and

VWHEREAS, the Statesnen actually |ed 30-25 after shooting 44%

in the opening half. The University of Arkansas-Mnticello shot
just 36%in the first half, but pulled the biggest one-half
turnaround agai nst the Statesnen in school postseason history.
The Statesnen placed four players in double digits |ed by Jereny
Ri chardson's 17 points. Jasper Johnson dropped in 16 points,
while Victor Brown chipped in 13 points and Travis DeG oot scored
11; and

VWHEREAS, the Statesnen racked up the basketballs and left the

| ocker room after their greatest season in basketball history.
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The Statesnen clainmed the GQulf South Conference Chanpionship en
route to a school record of 30 wwns. The Statesnen were al so
ranked No. 1 in the nation for the second tinme in school history
and for the |ongest period; and

VWHEREAS, Coach Steve R ves clained his 400th career win in
the tournanment final and captured his 5th GSC West Coach of the
Year Award after the Statesnen clained a perfect 16-0 record in
GSC play; and

WHEREAS, Delta State Senior Center Jasper Johnson was naned
the NCAA Division Il National Player of the Year by Daktronics and
Basketbal |l Times on March 21, 2006, by a vote of the nation's
medi a and coaches. The Hollandale native is the first Statesman
to garner the nation's top individual honor. He averaged 20.6
points and 8.2 rebounds a gane with a 555.5% fi el d-goal mark; and

VWHEREAS, Johnson was al so naned as a finalist for the 2006
Cel lular South Howel | Trophy, which is awarded annually to
M ssissippi's top nen's coll ege basketball player. Jasper Johnson
is a 67" Senior fromHollandale, M ssissippi, who led Delta State
in all offensive categories en route to the school's best record
ever at 30-2, a mark that included a 26-gane wi n streak; he earned
Division Il Al-South Region and Gulf South Conference Player of
the Year honors with his 20.5 points and 8.2 rebounds per gane;
and

VWHEREAS, Delta State University's Jasper Johnson and Jereny
Ri chardson were naned to the NCAA Division Il All-Star Gane as
part of the NCAA Elite Ei ght Chanpi onship weekend in Springfield,
Massachusetts. The Statesnmen duo will represent the South Region.
Jasper Johnson was al so selected to the All-GSC First Team
Jereny Richardson followed up a brilliant junior season with a
stellar senior year. The 6'6" Guard from Zachary, Loui siana,
averaged 17.7 points and 5.2 rebounds per gane for the Statesnen.
Ri chardson was a Second Team Al | - Sout h Regi on sel ection and a

First Team Al |l -GSC Guard for a second year in a row, and
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WHEREAS, it is with great pride that we recognize this
magi cal season by a group of student athletes who have brought
honor to their university, their community and to the State of
M ssi ssi ppi :

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
we do hereby conmmend and congratulate the Delta State University
"St at esnen” Boys Basketball Team and Coach Steve Rives for their
out st andi ng 2005- 2006 basket ball season, for wi nning the Gulf
Sout h Conf erence Chanpionship, for their No. 1 national ranking
and for their many postseason awards, and extend to themthe best
w shes of the Legislature for their future athletic and academ c
successes.

BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be presented to
the Statesnen and the President of Delta State University, be
forwarded to the Board of Trustees of State Institutions of Hi gher

Learning, and be nmade available to the Capitol Press Corps.
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