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Senator(s) Frazier, Burton, d arke To: Rules

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 615

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON COMMENDI NG THE HUMANI TARI AN AND CI VI C
LEADERSHI P OF REVEREND KEI TH TONKEL ON THE OCCASI ON OF HI S
OFFI CI AL RETI REMENT AS PASTOR OF WELLS UNI TED METHCODI ST CHURCH.

VWHEREAS, the Reverend Keith Tonkel, Pastor of Wells United
Met hodi st Church in Jackson, M ssissippi, has turned 70 years ol d,
whi ch, according to church rules, nmeans he is supposed to retire,
but the church will not let that happen; and

VWHEREAS, Reverend Tonkel, who wears wire-rinmed gl asses and
has a full head of salt and pepper hair, has |ed the sane church
for 37 years, unheard of in the Methodist Church where Pastors
typically don't serve nore than four years at the sane church; and

VWHEREAS, when Tonkel joined Wells in 1969, he faced an aging,
dwi ndl i ng congregation and a worki ng class nei ghborhood shifting
fromwhite to black. Wells soon hel ped set up the community
servi ces organi zati on Operation Shoestring and | ater opened a free
health clinic. Today, church attendance is at an all-tinme high of
500, and nost nenbers travel from outside Jackson; and

WHEREAS, Reverend Tonkel preached that Wells woul d be
revived. The church continued with Keith because he represented
the future and new i deas; and

VWHEREAS, the son of a drummer and a New O| eans debut ante,
Tonkel was born in the Crescent City in 1936. Raised in Bay St.
Loui s, Tonkel attended Roman Catholic Churches as a child, but
| at er joined the Methodi st Church; and

VWHEREAS, he had al ways wanted to becone a doctor and perform
medi cal m ssions, but a bout with cancer after college changed his

pl ans. After surviving 18 operations and nonths of radiation
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treatnent, Tonkel pursued mnistry, despite his father's
adnoni tion; and

WHEREAS, at age 26, he becane Pastor of a Gl fport Church,
for the starting salary of $1,600.00 a year. During this time, he
married his wife of 38 years, the fornmer Patsy Joyce Myrick, a
Medi cal Technol ogi st who cared for Tonkel during his cancer
treatnents; and

VWHEREAS, the couple raised three children of their own:
Ant hony Tonkel Puckett, 49, a postal worker; Tracy Furniss, 33, a
former teacher and now a stay-at-hone nother; and Shell ey Tonkel,
30, a hospice representative; and

VWHEREAS, though not listed as a mnistry in the church's
brochure, sone say racial reconciliation lies at the heart of
Wells Church's work. A historically white church, nmenbership has
grown nore racially and economcally diverse, with many bl acks
active in church | eadership. Tonkel publicly declared his views
on race in 1963 when he becane one of 28 white Methodist Mnisters
in the state to sign the "Born of Conviction" statenent, which
denounced raci sm and

VWHEREAS, when peopl e neet Keith Tonkel and when they hear him
preach, what they experience is a person who is so genui ne and has
the gift to speak the truth. People perceive that he connects
themto God; and

WHEREAS, Reverend Tonkel, who works seven days a week, serves
on nunerous | ocal boards, preaches throughout the state and
t eaches Sunday School on the television and radi o broadcast, "The
United Methodist Hour" and "The Tinme That Makes a D fference"; and

VWHEREAS, today, due to Reverend Tonkel's | eadership, Wlls
Church has an extensive nmenu of community mnistries, which
i ncl udes building Habitat for Humanity houses, running a food
pantry, conducting worship at the state veterans hone, adopting
t he public school across the street, and hosting an annual nusic

and arts festival called Well sFest that rai ses thousands of
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dollars for charity. The church also supports a dozen comunity
servi ce organizations; and

VWHEREAS, it is with great pride that we recognize the civic
and humani tarian contributions of this Christian | eader who is an
inspiration to all M ssissippians:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
we do hereby commend the humanitarian and civic | eadership of the
Reverend Keith Tonkel, whose retirenent as Pastor of Wells United
Met hodi st Church will not stop a lifetime of service, and extend
to himand his famly the best wi shes of the Legislature in their
future endeavors.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be presented to

Reverend Tonkel and be nmade available to the Capitol Press Corps.
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