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SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 606

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON COVMENDI NG THE NAVAL METEOROLOGY AND
OCEANOGRAPHY COMVAND, THE NAVAL OCEANCGRAPHI C OFFI CE AND THE FLEET
SURVEY TEAM BASED AT THE STENNI S SPACE CENTER, AND REAR ADM RAL
TI MOTHY MCCEE (U.S. NAVY), AND THE NAVAL MOBI LE CONSTRUCTI ON
BATTALI ON SEVEN ( SEABEES) AND COVMANDER DAVE SASEK, FOR PERFORM NG
EXEMPLARY SERVI CE ON THE M SSI SSI PPI GULF COAST DURI NG THE
HURRI CANE KATRI NA CRI SI S.

VWHEREAS, on Monday, August 29, 2005, Hurricane Katrina, a
Cat egory Four Hurricane, crashed with unrelenting and vi ol ent
force onto the entire Mssissippi @Gulf Coast, making |andfall at
or around Wavel and, M ssissippi. |In one day, the worst natural
di saster in our history struck us a grievous blow, |eaving a
90-m | e swath of unprecedented destruction along the coast and
causi ng severe damage throughout central and north M ssi ssippi;
and

VWHEREAS, under the command of Rear Admiral Tinothy MCee
(U.S. Navy) the personnel of the Naval Meteorol ogy and
Oceanogr aphy Command (CNMOC), the Naval Oceanographic O fice
(NAVOCEANO) and the Fleet Survey Team (FST) |ocated at the John C
Stenni s Space Center denonstrated untiring stam na and
unpar al | el ed dedi cation in responding to the Category Four
Hurricane Katrina; and

VWHEREAS, denonstrating superior |eadership in directing a
wi de variety of pre-storm preparations and post-stormrecovery
efforts, while continuing to support worldw de fleet requirenents
for oceanographic information, they established a 24-hours-a-day,
7- days- a-week unified command Energency Operations Center, and
conducted the extraordi nary 24-hours-a-day "house-to-house”

per sonnel reconnai ssance and recovery effort, leading to a 100%
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accountability within 10 days of storm passage. Sal vage
operations were coordi nated usi ng CNMOC, NAVOCEANO, Naval
Construction Battalion and Marine Corps active duty and reserve
and Arny National Guard personnel to recover and sal vage the
personal effects fromover 1,000 Navy Stennis personnel whose
homes were severely affected or destroyed by the storm and

VWHEREAS, additional volunteer relief efforts were
consol i dat ed t hroughout an area enconpassing the M ssi ssipp
Counties of Harrison, Hancock and Pearl River and the Louisiana
Parish of St. Tammany. In conjunction with senior NASA officials,
a cadre of dedicated volunteers devel oped and i nplenented the
"Stennis Hel ping Stennis" Program designed to assist Stennis
Space Center enployees get back into their honmes, to assist the
schools in the affected areas and to provide for the greater good
in the local community. The Fleet Survey Team qui ckly surveyed
areas of the Gulf Intra-Coastal Waterway, M ssissippi River Qulf
Qutfl ow Canal, Violet Canal, Pearl River, sections of the
M ssi ssippi River, NASA's Mchoud Port Facility, and the Trunkline
Liquid Natural Gas Term nal; and

VWHEREAS, despite the criticality of dealing with Hurricane
Katrina devastati on, NAVOCEANO conti nued operational support to
ongoi ng operational overseas efforts, including the d obal War on
Terror, through the Special Operations Conmand, Tanpa, Florida;
the M ssion Support Center, San D ego, California; and the
Nat i onal Geospatial -Intelligence Agency, St. Louis, Mssouri; and
the Ship Anti-Submarine Warfare Readi ness Effectiveness
Measur enments Program Exerci se (SHAREM 151). Wth a fleet of seven
state-of -the-art oceanographic survey (T-AGS) ships, the Fl eet
Survey Team expeditionary units, and the Conpact Hydrographic
Ai rborne Rapid Total Systemaircraft operating worl dw de,
NAVOCEANO conti nued to provide them product and personnel manni ng

support through the Survey Operations Center; and
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VWHEREAS, NAVOCEANO s Warfighting Support Center established a
"makeshi ft" production watch, which coordinated with U S. Speci al
Oper ati ons Conmand and the National Reconnai ssance Ofice for the
production of 13 anal yzed imagery products of the devastated Qulf
Coast region and adjacent littoral waters. Critical to the safety
of navigation for arriving JONT TASK FORCE KATRI NA naval shi ps
rendering humani tarian assi stance aid, they devel oped direct
oceanogr aphi ¢ anal yses of tide and current products and the over
40 anal yzed i magery products, that assisted Marines, both by sea
and | and, Coast Guard, National Guard, and other |ocal Cvil
Def ense rescue teans with their imense Search and Rescue and
Recovery phases of operations; and

WHEREAS, Navy veterans at Stennis Space Center say this is
the first such programthey've seen where the service provides for
civilians as well as Navy personnel; and

VWHEREAS, in addition to Naval relief efforts at Stennis, the
Seabees were first responders on the GQulf Coast. Conmander Dave
Sasek '87, U.S. Navy, took command of Naval Mbbile Construction
Battalion SEVEN (NMCB-7) in late July, about a nonth before
Katrina struck the @Gulf Coast. Because of their |ocation, the
battal i on was anong the first responders after the hurricane hit.
The initial response efforts, which began as soon as the all-clear
was sounded, included clearing base roads, restoring the security
fences and re-establishing the base security perineter. As the
response effort matured, they worked in the Port of Qulfport in
support of Coast Guard watercraft efforts, cleared roadways and
worked in local schools. "AlIl told, NMCB-7 assessed over 1,500
mles of roads and cleared over 525 mles of roads," reported
Sasek. "W renoved nearly 6,000 tons of debris and provided
vol unteers to nman food/water distribution points, providing for an
average of about 500 to 600 fam lies per day"; and

VWHEREAS, U.S. Naval Acadeny Alumi and U.S. Navy personnel in

South M ssissippi found thenselves in the crosshairs when
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Hurricane Katrina slammed into the Gulf Coast. |In the
post-hurricane weeks to cone, those individuals took on | eadership
roles as communities around the John C. Stennis Space Center and
the M ssissippi Gulf Coast struggled to begin an arduous recovery;
and

WHEREAS, Rear Adm ral MCGee's and Commander Sasek's inspired
and ent husi astic | eadership, as well as unfailing devotion to duty
of the personnel of U S. Naval Meteorol ogy and Gceanography
Command, the Naval GCceanographic Ofice, the Fleet Survey Team and
Seabees Battalion Seven significantly contributed to the ongoing
recovery of the Mssissippi @Qulf Coast from devastation of
Hurricane Katrina:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PP, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
we do hereby commend the officers, sailors and civilian personnel
of the Naval Meteorol ogy and Cceanography Command (CNMOC), the
Naval QOceanographic O fice (NAVOCEANO and the Fleet Survey Team
(FST), based at the Stennis Space Center, and Rear Adm ral Tinothy
McCGee (U. S. Navy), and the Naval Mobile Construction Battalion
SEVEN ( SEABEES) unit at Gulfport, M ssissippi, and their Commander
Dave Sasek, for their exenplary service, conduct and performance
rendered prior to and subsequent to Hurricane Katrina's
unprecedented destruction on and near the M ssissippi Gulf Coast
i n August and Septenber 2005, and we offer these mlitary and
civilian personnel our thanks for their assistance in providing
relief operations during this critical tinme, as we endeavor to
rebuild our state and restore its econony.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be presented to
Adm ral McGee and Commander Sasek, representing these Naval
commands, and be forwarded to the Secretary of the Navy and
menbers of M ssissippi's congressional del egation and be nade

avail able to nenbers of the Capitol Press Corps.
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@Qul f Coast during Hurricane Katrina.



