M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2006

By: Senator(s) Ross To: Rules

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 604

1 A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON COMVENDI NG THE LI FE AND WORK OF JUDGE
2 JOHAN R COUNTISS I'l1.

3 WHEREAS, former United States Magistrate Judge John R

4 Countiss IIl died February 22, 2006, at the age of 78; and

5 VWHEREAS, Judge Countiss was born on August 26, 1927, to John
6 R Countiss, Jr., and Lyneille Butler Countiss, and was a

7 life-long resident of Jackson and a nenber of St. Andrew s

8 Episcopal Cathedral; and

9 VWHEREAS, after graduating from Central H gh School in the

10 dass of 1945, he joined the United States Navy in 1946; and

11 VWHEREAS, a 1950 graduate of M| I saps Col |l ege, Countiss earned
12 his law degree fromthe then-Jackson School of Law, graduating Cum
13 Laude in 1956; he was admitted to The M ssissippi Bar the sane

14 year, and served as an instructor at the | aw school from

15 1956-1957; and

16 VWHEREAS, before his appointnment to the bench as a

17 " Conmi ssioner," the judicial precursor to federal magistrate, he
18 practiced law for nine years, first with the law firm of Lee,

19 Moore and Countiss and then with the Nichols, Gore and Counti ss

20 firm and

21 VWHEREAS, he married Matelyn "M m " Fl oyd H nes on Decenber 6,
22 1962; and

23 VWHEREAS, he was the |ongest serving United States Mgistrate,
24 having been first designated a United States Conm ssioner for the
25 Southern District of Mssissippi in 1963, then sworn in as a

26 part-tinme Magistrate Judge in 1974, and appointed full-tine
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Magi strate Judge in 1976, in which capacity he continued until his
retirenment on Septenber 30, 1993; and

WHEREAS, Judge Countiss reentered private practice follow ng
his retirement fromthe bench with the |aw firm of Upshaw,
Wl lians, Biggers, Beckham and Ri ddi ck; and

WHEREAS, he was preceded in death by his beloved wife, Mm,
and their son, Sean Butler Countiss; and is survived by his
daughter, Lyneille Countiss WIlians; son-in-law, George WIIians,
Jr.; his son, John R Countiss |V, daughter-in-law, Anmy Burns
Countiss; and six grandchildren: Kaleigh Ann Countiss, Sean
Matelyn WIlliams, George Wllians 111, John R Countiss V, Rivers
Mat el yn Countiss and Henry Harrison Countiss; and

VWHEREAS, Judge Countiss was known, |oved and respected for
hi s hunor and schol arly appreci ation of the |aw, and

WHEREAS, his passing |leaves a void for his famly and many,
many friends and col | eagues; and

WHEREAS, it is with sadness that we note the passing of this
outstanding jurist who contributed so nuch to his profession and
comunity:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
we do hereby commend the life and service of Judge John R
Countiss 111, of Jackson, M ssissippi, and express to his famly
the synpathy of the Legislature on his passing.

BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be presented to

Judge Countiss' famly and be made available to the Capitol Press
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