M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2006

By:

Senator(s) Gordon, Tollison, Al britton, To: Rules

Browni ng, Bryan, Burton, Butler, C arke,
Dearing, Frazier, Gollott, Harden, Hewes,
Jackson (15th), Jackson (11th), Kirby,
Little, Moffatt, Nunnel ee, Posey, Simons,
Thomas, Wite, WIlenon, WIIianmson
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SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 600

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON COMMENDI NG THE LI FE AND DI STI NGUI SHED
JUDI Cl AL CAREER OF FORMER M SSI SSI PP CHI EF JUSTI CE ARM S EUGENE
HAWKI NS AND EXPRESSI NG THE SYMPATHY OF THE LEQ SLATURE.

VWHEREAS, fornmer M ssissippi Supreme Court Chief Justice Arm s
Eugene Hawki ns, the nman credited with creating the M ssissipp
Court of Appeals, passed away on February 28, 2006; and

VWHEREAS, he is renenbered by friends and col |l eagues as a
| egal schol ar and one of the court's nost prolific witers, who
gui ded the court through several years of trenendous reform of the
judicial system and

VWHEREAS, M ssissippi Justice Arm s Eugene Hawkins, the son of
Charl es Mayfield Hawkins and Lela H |l Hawkins, was born in
Nat chez on Armi stice Day, 1920. He graduated from Houston Hi gh
School in Houston, M ssissippi, in 1938, attended Wod Juni or
Col l ege from 1938 to 1939, the University of M ssissipp
under graduat e school from 1940 to 1941, and the University of
M ssi ssi ppi School of Law from 1941 to 1942. In June of 1942,
Arm s Hawki ns volunteered for the United States Marine Corps as a
Private and was discharged in 1946 as a First Lieutenant. He
graduated fromthe University of M ssissippi School of Law in
1947, whereupon he practiced |law i n Houston, M ssissippi, until
1981; and

VWHEREAS, Arm s Hawki ns was el ected by the people of the Third
Circuit Court District to serve two terns as District Attorney
(1952-1959). In 1959 he was a candi date for Lieutenant Governor
of Mssissippi; in 1960 he was the Canpai gn Manager for John F.

Kennedy for President. Judge Arm s Hawkins was elected in
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Novenber of 1980 to the position of Suprenme Court Justice and was
el evated to the highest judicial post in Mssissippi, serving as
Chi ef Justice from 1993 until his retirenent in 1995 He was a
menber of the Anerican Bar Association; Mssissippi Trial Lawers
Associ ation; Association of Trial Lawers of Anmerica; a charter
menber of the Houston Jaycees and Chi ckasaw Devel opnent
Foundation; a nmenber of Houston First Baptist Church; he was a
32nd Degree Mason; Order of the Eastern Star; Anerican Legion;
Vet eran of Foreign Wars; and a Century Menber, Boy Scouts of
Anmerica; and

VWHEREAS, during his tenure as Chief Justice, he presided over
i nprovenents including the creation of an Appellate Court, the
Adm nistrative Ofice of Courts, and the Judicial Advisory Study
Commttee, as well as the enactnent of provisions for |aw clerks
and secretaries for trial judges and the nonpartisan el ection of
judges. Judge Hawkins al so raised his voice against | awers who
advertised, and he argued agai nst the | arge anmounts of noney
judges raised to get elected and called for spending caps for
j udges; and

WHEREAS, survivors include: his wife of 57 years, Pat Burrow
Hawki ns of Houston; two daughters, Janice Hawkins Hi cks and
husband Phil of Menphis, Tennessee, and Dr. Jean Anne Rogers and
husband, the Honorable M ke Rogers of Mirfreesboro, Tennessee;
son, Jim Hawki ns of New Ol eans, Louisiana; grandson, Ceoffrey
Brent Strewsbury of Menphis, Tennessee; three granddaughters, Jan
Mar gar et Rogers, Anne Kat herine Rogers and Addi son Rogers of
Mur f r eesbor o, Tennessee; and

WHEREAS, it is with sadness that we note the passing of this
man who made his mark on the M ssissippi judiciary and who has
served his country, his state and the | egal profession so nobly
and so well:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF

M SSI SSI PP, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
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we do hereby conmmend the life and distinguished judicial career of
former M ssissippi Chief Justice Arm s Eugene Hawki ns, and express
to his surviving famly the synpathy of the Legislature and our
t hanks for his dedication and service to the state and its
citizens.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be presented to
the surviving famly of Justice Hawkins and be transmtted to the
Chi ef Justice of the M ssissippi Suprenme Court, and be nade

avai lable to the Capitol Press Corps.
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