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Senat or (s) Burton, Gordon, Nunnel ee To: Rules

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 598

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON TO REQUEST THE DI VI SI ON OF MEDI CAI D
TO DEVELOP AND REPORT TO THE LEG SLATURE ON THE | MPLEMENTATI ON OF
A REFERRAL PROCESS FOR LONG TERM CARE ALTERNATI VES FOR MEDI CAI D
BENEFI Cl ARI ES AND APPLI CANTS; TO PROVI DE COVPONENTS TO BE
CONSI DERED BY THE DI VI SI ON; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PP, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
the Division of Medicaid is hereby encouraged to devel op and
pursue the feasibility of inplenenting an assessnment process for
| ong-term care services for recipients age sixty-five (65) and
ol der and for adults with physical disabilities. The divisionis
encouraged to address the foll ow ng conponents:

(a) No Medicaid beneficiary shall be admtted to a
Medi cai d-certified nursing facility unless a |licensed physician
certifies that nursing facility care is appropriate for that
person on a standardi zed formto be prepared and provided to
nursing facilities by the D vision of Mdicaid.

(b) The Division of Medicaid shall determ ne, through
an assessnent of the applicant conducted within five (5) business
days after receipt of the physician's certification, whether the
applicant also could |ive appropriately and cost-effectively at
hone or in sone other conmunity-based setting if hone- or
comuni ty-based services were available to the applicant.

(c) The physician shall forward a copy of that
certification to the Division of Medicaid within twenty-four (24)
hours after it is signed by the physician.

(d) The division shall establish a triage systemto

eval uate the appropriate type of care for enrollees who nay be at
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risk of institutionalization. Those determned to be in the

hi ghest tier of need shall be offered a traditional nursing
facility or whatever expanded services were needed to keep themin
their owm hones. Those in the second tier who need fewer or |ess
i ntensi ve services may receive nursing home or hone-based care but
woul d be served in the order of greatest need.

(e) Individuals entering the long-termcare systemare
informed of their options prior to entering a nursing hone.

(f) The assessnent is provided in a tinmely manner so as
not to delay discharges from hospitals and shall include
provi sions for energency adm ssions to nursing hones.

(g) If the Division of Medicaid determ nes that a hone-
or other community-based setting is appropriate and
cost-effective, the division shall

(1) Advise the applicant or the applicant's |egal
representative that a home- or other comunity-based setting is
appropri ate;

(i1i1) Provide a proposed care plan and informthe
applicant or the applicant's legal representative regarding the
degree to which the services in the care plan are available in a
honme- or in other community-based setting rather than nursing
facility care; and

(ti1) Explain that such plan and services are
available only if the applicant or the applicant's | egal
representative chooses a honme- or community-based alternative to
nursing facility care, and that the applicant is free to choose
nursing facility care.

(h) The Division of Medicaid may provi de the assessnent
services described in this section directly or through contract
with case managers fromthe | ocal Area Agencies on Aging or other
appropriate contractors, and shall coordinate |ong-term care

alternatives with the Departnent of Human Services and such | ocal
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area agencies to avoid duplication with hospital discharge
pl anni ng procedures.

(1) The assessnent procedure shall be in conpliance
wi th applicable court orders.

BE I T FURTHER RESCOLVED, That if the long-term care
alternative assessnent programis deened feasible, that such a
program be i nplenented and a report of findings and
reconmmendati ons be prepared and provided to the Ofice of the
Governor and the Chairnmen of the House and Senate Public Health

and Wel fare Committees and the Chai rman of the House Medicai d

Commttee so that it can evaluate the effectiveness of the program

in reducing costs within the Medicaid programand in providing

i nproved health and well-being of the affected patients.
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