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SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 595

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON COMMENDI NG PHI L BASS ON HI S
OUTSTANDI NG CAREER OF PUBLI C SERVI CE AND DEDI CATI ON TO
M SSI SSI PPl ' S NATURAL RESOURCES AND PUBLI C HEALTH.

VWHEREAS, Phil Bass is retiring in March 2006 as Director of
the O fice of Pollution Control in the Departnent of Environmental
Quality after 35 years of dedicated public service; and

VWHEREAS, Phil Bass, a native of Bassfield, Mssissippi, is a
5th generation M ssissippian and resident of the town naned for
his great-great-grandfather. He grew up farmng and |earning to
| ove and appreciate the natural beauty of his hone state, which
grew into a career in conservation and environnmental protection;
and

VWHEREAS, Phil started his career at the M ssissipp
Department of Environnmental Quality (DEQ in 1973 as an aquatic
bi ol ogi st after graduating fromthe University of Southern
M ssi ssi ppi and spending two years teaching junior high science.
For 35 years, Phil has worked steadily and deliberately to nove
the course of M ssissippi's ecological history; and

VWHEREAS, after four years working in the DEQ | ab, Phil served
as the Lab Director from 1977 to 1992. From 1992 to 2000 he was
the Chief of Field Services, |leading the | ab, three DEQ regi onal
field offices, and the Environnental Operator Training Program
In 2000, he was appointed to Director of the Ofice of Pollution
Control, the office responsible for all of the agency's
envi ronnment al prograns; and

VWHEREAS, Phil's career at DEQ is marked by nmany positions of

notoriety and | eadership. He began the state's first state-w de
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bi ol ogi cal nonitoring program He inplenented the use of
bi ol ogi cal indicators at DEQ During his 15 year tenure as the
DEQ Lab Director, he conducted DEQ s first bioassy. He began the
state's first fish tissue nonitoring program a programthat has
significantly contributed to major changes in the application of
agricultural chemcals and in the processing of paper products.
He devel oped the first |aboratory Standard Operating Procedure, a
step that put DEQin a better position to defend its actions to
conserve and protect M ssissippi's public health and environnent.
He led the effort to fund and build a nodern DEQ | aboratory
facility to raise the level of respect and the availability of
sound, scientific data; and

VWHEREAS, Phil has taken many innovative and courageous
courses of action to address serious environnmental challenges. He
has wor ked aggressively to investigate and prosecute fish-kil
cases. From 1988 to 1993, Phil worked on the controversial dioxin
issue, and in the md-1990's, Phil secured funding to address the
issue of mercury in fish. 1n 2000, in his newrole as Drector of
the Ofice of Pollution Control, Phil's strong support was
instrunental in the devel opnent of an Index of Biol ogical
Integrity, an index tailored to M ssissippi's native fauna and
stream types, which has been nationally recognized; and

VWHEREAS, Phil is the founding father and early President of
t he Sout heastern Water Pollution Biol ogists Associ ation, an
organi zati on now nore than 30 years old. He has held nunerous
positions of |eadership with EPA's Gulf of Mexico Program O fice.
He served on the M ssissippi Water and Pol | uti on Control Board of
Governors. He was appointed by the Governor as M ssissippi's
representative to the National Environnental Laboratory
Accreditation Conference. He started and chaired the M ssissipp
Fi sh Tissue Task Force. He served on the Agriculture Aviation
Advi sory Board. He chaired the Lower M ssissippi Conservation

Comm ttee which includes five other state agencies; and
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VWHEREAS, for his passionate conmtnent to M ssissippi's
environnent, the Mssissippi WIldlife Federation recogni zed Phi
Bass as the 2004 MAF Fi sheries Conservationist of the Year; and

VWHEREAS, Phil and wi fe, Jane, have been married for 39 years.
They have three children: son, Mchael, and two daughters, Lauren
and Megan; and

VWHEREAS, whether as a regul ator, a teacher, a supervisor, or
a practicing scientist, Phil has inproved the health of
M ssissippi's land, air, water, and all of the inhabitants who
depend on these elenents, and it is with great pride that we
recogni ze the career and professional commtnent of this public
servant whose devotion to Mssissippi's environnent and its people
has brought honor to his agency and to the State of M ssissippi:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
we do hereby commend Phil Bass on his outstanding career of public
service and his dedication to M ssissippi's natural resources and
public health, and we extend to himand his famly the best w shes
of the Legislature on the occasion of his retirenment after 35
years of service.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be presented to
Phil Bass, be forwarded to the Conm ssion on Environmental Quality

and be nmade available to the Capitol Press Corps.
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