M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2006

By:

Senator(s) Gollott, Hewes, Dawkins, To: Rules

Cuevas, Robertson, Mffatt, Lee (47th)
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SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 593

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON EXPRESSI NG THE NEED FOR A M SSI SSI PPI
SEAFQOOD | NDUSTRI AL PARK AND WORKI NG WATERFRONT

WHEREAS, the M ssissippi @Gulf Coast Seafood Processing
I ndustry and the jobs that it supported was dealt a crushing bl ow
on August 29th by Hurricane Katrina, crippling this industry that
prior to the hurricane supported over 6,500 jobs and 47 seaf ood
processi ng plants; and

VWHEREAS, ot her conmercial | and devel opnents on the
M ssi ssi ppi Gul f Coast have driven the price of waterfront |and so
high that in nmany cases it is not feasible to continue to use the
| and for the seafood industry; and

WHEREAS, it is necessary that sone aspects of conmerci al
seaf ood operations remain on the waterfront to support water
dependent boat related activities such as docking, supplying fuel
and ice and nai ntenance and repairs; and

VWHEREAS, the seafood industry is extrenely valuable with an
econom c inpact to M ssissippi that exceeds $900 M I1lion per year;
and

VWHEREAS, an inland seafood park would help to keep the
seaf ood industry operational after future hurricanes by being
built on higher land which is renoved fromthe area that is
susceptible to the highest winds and tidal storm surges; and

VWHEREAS, wastewat er from seaf ood processing plants at an
i nl and seafood park could be sent to a treatnent facility,
reduci ng the current discharge rate into M ssissippi's estuaries,
resulting in inproved water quality in the bays, rivers and the

M ssi ssi ppi Sound; and
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WHEREAS, affordable |and at an inland seafood park could
provi de additional processing capacity that may not be feasible at
expensive waterfront |ocations and which could enhance
M ssi ssippi's processing capacity, stimnmulate econom c devel opnent
and create new jobs; and

VWHEREAS, M ssissippi seafood is inportant to our culture and
the Mssissippi Gulf Coast has a rich seafood heritage dating back
to the turn of the century and Bil oxi was once known as the
Seaf ood Capital of the Wrld; and

VWHEREAS, the Governor's Conm ssion Report on Recovery,
Rebui | ding and Renewal reconmends creation of both the inland
seaf ood industrial park, and the working waterfront concept:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
the M ssissippi Legislature supports the devel opnent of a seafood
i ndustrial park which will create nunmerous opportunities to
i ncrease business efficiency by econom es of scale through a
"private-public cooperative" where water, wastewater processing,
cold storage, value-added operations and other shared services
coul d accommodate a full range of activities and facilities needed
to rebuild this sector of the |ocal econony.

BE | T FURTHER RESCOLVED, That the M ssissippi Legislature
supports passage of the Wirking Waterfront Preservation Act being
considered by the United States Congress (S. 1723) which all ows
for a project to acquire real property or an interest in real
property located in a coastal state for the purpose of providing
access to persons engaged in the comercial fishing industry or
the aquaculture industry to coastal waters in working waterfront
ar eas.

BE | T FURTHER RESCOLVED, That the M ssissippi Legislature
supports the acquisition of Iand by a cooperative of private and

public entities to develop inland seafood industrial parks and
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wor ki ng waterfronts that sets aside |land for the water dependent
needs of the seafood industry.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be forwarded to
the followi ng: President George W Bush; Senator Thad Cochran
Senator Trent Lott; Representative Gene Tayl or; Representative
Chip Pickering; Representative Bennie Thonpson; Representative
Roger W cker; Governor Hal ey Barbour; M ssissippi Comm ssion on
Mari ne Resources: Chairman Dr. Vernon Asper and Vice Chair M kel
GQusa; Comm ssioners Richard Gollott, Shel by Drumond and Qi ver
Sahuque; M ssissippi Departnent of Marine Resources: Executive
Director Dr. WIIliam Wal ker, Fisheries Director WIIiam Corky
Perret; and Fisheries Staff Oficer Dale A. D az; and be nmade

avail able to nenbers of the Capitol Press Corps.
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