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Senat or (s) Hyde-Smith To: Rules

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 590

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON DECLARI NG MAY 2006 AS " DI GESTI VE
MOTI LI TY AWARENESS MONTH' | N M SSI SSI PPI .

VWHEREAS, digestive diseases, in general, rank first anong
illnesses for total econom c burden naking up about 15% of al
direct health care costs, therefore being the country's nost
i nportant health care issue; and

VWHEREAS, 20%to 30% of the general North American popul ation
experience bothersonme upper or |ower digestive tract notility
di st urbances on a chronic basis; and

WHEREAS, this famly of digestive notility di seases/di sorders
whi ch are caused by a poorly understood neuro-nuscul ar dysfunction
of the gut that nmay produce in any region of the digestive tract
chronic notor and sensory disturbances characterized by weakened,
spastic or failed propulsion (notility) of food through the
di gestive system and

VWHEREAS, conpared to all other illnesses, these digestive
notility disorders/di seases cause the highest rate of workpl ace
absent eei sm and

VWHEREAS, this famly of digestive notility disturbances,
| oosely referred to as "dyspepsia” when affecting the upper
di gestive tract and commonly found in association with del ayed
gastric-enptying anmounts to nore than 2 mllion physician
outpatient visits annually and al nost 40% of all referrals to a
gastroent erol ogi st; and

VWHEREAS, at |east 10% of Anericans are affected on a daily
basi s by heartburn, which for half of this group is caused by a

not or di sturbance of the stomach that results in delayed gastric
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enptyi ng whose synptons of bloating, a feeling of fullness with
abdom nal disconfort, and nausea are not addressed by
aci d- suppressi ng drugs al one; and

VWHEREAS, mllions of Anmericans are affected with
notility-like synptons of: fullness, nausea, vomting, abdom na
bl oati ng and abdom nal disconfort; and

WHEREAS, gastroparesis represents the nost severe degree of
these synptons, and with so few nedi cal treatnment options
avail abl e, this digestive disease disables individuals in the
prime of their lives; and

WHEREAS, the | argest group to devel op gastroparesis are wonen
who have this digestive disease due to an unknown cause; and

WHEREAS, the second | argest group to suffer from
gastorparesis are Type | diabetics, 10% of whom as w th other
gastroparetic suffer, experience repeated hospital energency room
visits and hospital adm ssions for nausea, vomting and abdom nal
pai n; and

VWHEREAS, not one drug currently on the North American market
was designed specifically for the enornously | arge group of
patients who suffer fromthese conpl ex notor disturbances of the
stomach; and

VWHEREAS, 15% of m ddl e school -aged children are affected on a
weekl y basis by abdom nal pain caused by md-gut notility/sensory
di sturbances, which, for many, may persist into adulthood; and

VWHEREAS, chronic intestinal pseudo-obstruction, a nbre severe
formof md-gut notility di sturbance causi ng severe abdom nal pain
associated wth severe constipation, nausea, vomting and profound
mal nouri shment, primarily affects young fenal es and, often
initially m sdiagnosed as an eating disorder, nmay take up to ten
years before being accurately diagnosed; and

WHEREAS, 1.5 mllion Anmericans are affected by chronic
consti pation caused by notility disturbances of the | ower

di gestive tract, which, for many, starts in childhood and persists
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i nto adul thood, and which, for a smaller nunber, nmainly wonen,
progresses to conplete colon failure (colonic inertia); and

VWHEREAS, patients, who may appear well but are neverthel ess
suffering, nust struggle against |ack of support fromthe nedical
comunity, enployers, teachers, famly and friends, who do not
understand the debilitating nature of their digestive synptons;
and

VWHEREAS, patients nust live in despair with the unpredictable
nature of synptom flare-ups, rapidly exhausted treatnment options
and the | ack of hope for a major research breakthrough in the near
future; and

VWHEREAS, despite the high preval ence, econom ¢ burden to
soci ety, and psychol ogi cal and physical costs to individuals, no
national ly accepted, evidence-based guidelines exist for the
eval uation and treatnent of digestive notility di seases/di sorders;
and

VWHEREAS, | ack of awareness surroundi ng digestive notility
di seases/di sorders is the largest challenge to noving forward with
desperately needed research; and

WHEREAS, national and international organizations, such as
the Gastroparesis and Dysnotilities Association, the Gastroparesis
and Dysnotilities Association USA, and the Association for
Gastrointestinal Mtility D sorders, are commtted to educating
the health care community and the general public regarding the
serious nature of digestive notility diseases/disorders and to
provi de accurate information on treatnment, early detection and
synpt om nanagenent :

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
we do hereby declare the nonth of May 2006 as "Digestive Mtility
Awar eness Month" in M ssissippi, and urge all citizens of our
state to learn nore and participate in awareness initiatives for

di gestive diseases during this nonth.
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BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be forwarded to

the State Board of Health for appropriate distribution in the

health care community of our state and be nade available to the

Capi tol Press Corps.
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