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SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 584

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON COMMENDI NG THE Cl VI C AND HUVANI TARI AN
CONTRI BUTI ONS OF M SSI SSI PPl STATE UNI VERSI TY' S " FI RST LADY"
PATRI CI A LEE.

VWHEREAS, during the past 21 nonths as M ssissippi State's
First Lady, Pat Lee has assunmed an active and visible role in the
life of the university; and

VWHEREAS, she has travel ed wi dely throughout M ssissippi and
across the nation, hel ping represent M ssissippi State University
to alumi, professional organizations and business, industry and
agriculture groups; and

VWHEREAS, M ssissippi State University First Lady Pat Lee
chaired the "Bulldogs in Response"” Task Force to help plan and
coordinate MSU s efforts to aid those affected by Hurricane
Katrina; and

VWHEREAS, the "Bull dogs in Response" Task Force has conducted
seven trips to the Coast, involving about 200 faculty-staff
vol unteers, and the relief teans have ai ded many of the 160 MsSU
enpl oyees who live in the hardest-hit areas, along with famlies
of sone of the 1,300 MSU students in coastal counties and others;
and

VWHEREAS, under M's. Lee's | eadership MSU vol unteers hel ped
with the recovery of materials fromthe Arned Forces Retirenent
Hone at Qul fport, whose 600-plus residents were evacuated after
the hurricane. Oher volunteers have worked at three Gul fport
Di stribution Centers; and

VWHEREAS, on Hal | oween, "Bull dogs in Response"” volunteers from

the Starkville Canpus joined MSU Extension Service Staff on the
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Coast to help distribute 60,000 pieces of candy to nore than
10,000 children in hurricane-affected comunities; and

VWHEREAS, students and staff donated 135 units of blood in an
on-canpus effort organized by "Bull dogs in Response"; and

VWHEREAS, with Ms. Lee's support, the Extension Service,
Agricultural and Forestry Experinent Station, and Coll ege of
Vet erinary Medicine provided feed, nedical supplies and other
support to livestock and poultry producers; and

VWHEREAS, the MSU Extension Service offered evacuees I nternet
access through county extension offices as a way of hel ping |ocate
famly and friends, and conducted a statew de survey to help
assess the needs in every county of the state; and

WHEREAS, WMSU provi ded on-canpus housing for nore than 100
storm evacuees. MU established expedited processes to all ow
students enrolled at institutions hardest hit by Hurricane Katrina
to attend fall-senester classes at MSU. CQut-of-state students
fromaffected institutions were treated as in-state students in
regard to tuition and fees. The university also provided
stream i ned and expedited processes for academ c drops and
wi t hdrawal s; and

VWHEREAS, she is active in the MSU Wnen's C ub and has been
heavily engaged this year in hel ping plan observances of
M ssissippi State University's 125th Anniversary and this fall's
i naugur ati on of her husband as MSU s 17th President; and

WHEREAS, M's. Lee served for nine years during the 1990s as
Executive Director of the International Livestock Congress, an
i nternational educational programheld each year in Houston
Texas, in collaboration with the Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo
and Texas A&M  She al so has held adm nistrative support positions
during much of the past 40 years at Texas A&M M ssissippi State,

and North Carolina State Universities; and
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VWHEREAS, M's. Lee is an avid proponent of wonen's athletics.
One of her first public appearances upon becom ng First Lady was
as guest coach for the University's Wnen's Basketball Team and

WHEREAS, she is devoted to her husband of 44 years, Dr. J.
Charl es Lee, President of MSU, and her three grown children and
t hree grandchildren; and

WHEREAS, it is with great pride that we recogni ze the
dedi cated civic and humanitarian service of this gracious |ady who
synbolizes the cooperative spirit of Mssissippi State University:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
we do hereby commend and congratul ate M ssissippi State
University's "First Lady" Patricia Lee for her outstanding citizen
and humanitarian service to the State of M ssissippi, particularly
for her |eadership in coordinating the recovery and relief efforts
by M ssissippi State University in response to Hurricane Katrina,
and we extend to her and her famly the best wi shes of the
Legislature in their future endeavors.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be presented to
Ms. Patricia Lee at appropriate canmpus cerenoni es and be
forwarded to the Board of Trustees of State Institutions of Hi gher

Learni ng and be made available to the Capitol Press Corps.
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