M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2006

By:

Senator(s) Little, Browning, Butler, To: Rules

Carm chael, d arke, Dawkins, Dearing,
Frazier, Gollott, Hewes, Hyde-Smth, Jackson
(11th), Jordan, Kirby, Mettetal, Mffatt,
Nunnel ee, Posey, Robertson, Ross, Thanes,
Thomas, Walls, Wite, WIlenon, WIIianson,

Har den
SENATE CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON NO. 583

1 A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON COMVENDI NG THE DEDI CATED PUBLI C

2 SERVI CE AND ACHI EVEMENTS OF DR J. CHARLES LEE, PRESIDENT OF

3 M SSISSI PPl STATE UNI VERSI TY.

4 VWHEREAS, Dr. J. Charles Lee becane the 17th President of

5 Mssissippi State University on January 17, 2003, after serving as

6 InterimPresident for one year. On Novenber 21, 2005, Dr. Lee

7 announced his intention to retire prior to the end of the

8 2005-2006 academ c year; and

9 WHEREAS, Dr. Lee had been M ssissippi State University's Vice
10 President for Agriculture, Forestry and Veterinary Medicine since
11 Septenber 1999 and al so had been Dean of the Coll ege of

12 Agriculture and Life Sciences since July 2000. He previously

13 served at Mssissippi State University from 1978-1983 as Dean of
14 the School of Forest Resources and Associate Director of the

15 M ssissippi Agricultural and Forestry Experinent Station; and

16 VWHEREAS, before returning to MSU as Vice President in 1999,
17 Dr. Lee had held adm nistrative positions in the Texas A&M

18 University System including four years as Vice Chancellor for

19 Research, Planning and Continuing Education. Dr. Lee also served
20 for 18 nonths in 1994-1995 as Interi m Executive Vice President and
21 Provost for Texas A&M University, providing | eadership for al

22 academc prograns and related activities throughout the 42,000

23 student university; and

24 WHEREAS, Dr. Lee earned a Bachelor's Degree in Forest

25 Managenent and a Ph.D. in Forestry/ CGenetics at North Carolina

26 State University. He also has done graduate work at Duke

27 University. He spent the early years of his career as a Research
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Forester for the Westvaco Corporation in North Carolina and West
Virginia and headed the Forestry Departnent at the University of
Arkansas at Monticello from 1972-1978; and

VWHEREAS, highlights of Dr. Lee's admnistration at MSU since
January 2002 are as foll ows:

* Led a renewed commtnent to the "People's University"

i deal , enphasi zi ng both access and academ c excel | ence and
including a restructuring of student recruitnment efforts.

» Responded to successive declines in state funding with a
variety of efficiency and cost-saving neasures, including a mjor
retirenment incentive programin 2002.

e Adopted a university-w de performance-based budgeti ng
system w th associated accountability and perfornance neasures
for both academ c and support units.

» Enphasi zed the outreach role of MSU as a statew de,
| and-grant institution, creating a D vision of University
Ext ensi on and Qutreach that includes the MSU Extension Service,
Cont i nui ng Education and a new I ndustrial Qutreach Services
function.

 Heightened support for high-tech, high-wage industry
recruitnment to M ssissippi and expansi on of the Thad Cochran
Research, Technol ogy and Econom c Devel opnent Park.

e Adopted a Canpus Master Plan to gui de canpus devel opnent,
| aunched a maj or overhaul of streets, parking and ot her
infrastructure, and significantly upgraded canpus | andscapi ng
efforts. Major construction conpleted during the past three
years, in progress, or about to begin, includes the Center for
Advanced Vehi cul ar Systens, Franklin Furniture Center, Roy Ruby
Resi dence Hall, Palnmeiro Center, Agricultural and Biol ogi ca
Engi neering Building, Cullis Wade Depot (bookstore and wel cone
center), Bryce Giffis Residence Hall and expansi ons of Lee Hall

McCool Hall and Col vard Uni on.
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» Oversaw planning and construction of the university's
first new residence hall in nore than 35 years as the first step
i n devel opnent of an on-canpus residential village now underway.

e Presided over the public [aunch of the $400 MIlion State
of the Future capital canpaign, which has raised nore than $250
MIlion with three canpaign years renai ning, and strengthened
al i gnment of university alummi, fund-raising and athletic fund-
rai sing and marketing prograns.

e Led efforts to revitalize the MSU football program
including the hiring of Head Coach Sylvester Croom the first
Afri can- Aneri can Head Coach in Southeastern Conference history.

* Inspired a variety of initiatives designed to enhance the
under gr aduat e acaden c experience, including the introduction of
cross-disciplinary | earning communities, enhancenent of the
Uni versity Honors Program and strengtheni ng of academ ¢ advi si ng;
and

VWHEREAS, he has served on nunerous state, regional and
nati onal comm ttees and boards and has a successful record of
securing grants and contracts and bringing state and federal
support to the institution he serves. He has been recognized in
nuner ous ways and has been cited for outstanding service in both
Texas and M ssissippi. Dr. Lee has been honored for outstandi ng
service by the U S. Departnent of Agriculture Joint Council on
Food and Agricultural Sciences, the Texas A&M University Board of
Regents, the Texas A&M Col | ege of Medicine and the M ssissipp
Forestry Comm ssion; and

VWHEREAS, he and his wfe, Pat, have three children and three
grandchil dren; and

VWHEREAS, M ssissippi State University plays a vital role in
the life of this state, and the university's contributions through
educati on, research, econom c devel opnent and outreach wll be

nore critical than ever in the years ahead; and
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WHEREAS, the Legislature is deeply appreciative of the
support that Dr. Lee has received fromfaculty, staff, students,
al umi, trustees and policymakers and fromthe citizens of the
State of M ssissippi:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
we do hereby conmmend the public service of Dr. J. Charles Lee,
President of M ssissippi State University, recognizing his
contributions to research and technol ogy and dedication to
excel l ence in higher education in our state, and we extend to him
and his famly the best w shes of the Legislature on his future
endeavors.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That we wi sh to thank the Board of
Trustees of State Institutions of H gher Learning in bringing to
M ssissippi State University a | eader of the quality provided by
Dr. Lee, and which this institution and this state deserve.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be presented to
Dr. Lee at appropriate canpus cerenonies, be forwarded to the
Board of Trustees of State Institutions of H gher Learning and be

made avail able to the Capitol Press Corps.
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