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SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 582

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON COMMENDI NG THE CAREER, LEADERSHI P AND
HUMANI TARI AN CONTRI BUTI ONS OF HOBSON WAI TS, CHI EF EXECUTI VE
OFFI CER OF ELECTRI C PONER ASSOCI ATI ONS OF M SSI SSI PPI

VWHEREAS, Hobson Waits retired as Executive Vice President/CEO
of the Electric Power Associations of Mssissippi (statewide) in
January 2006. Hobson has worked for the associations for 36 years
and has held his current position for the past 23 years; and

VWHEREAS, in 1969, he joined the EPAs as Director of Public,
Menber and Enpl oyee Rel ations. He becanme Assi stant Manager in
1981 and a year later the board nanmed Waits Executive Vice
President/CEOQ. During this time, he began a | ong and
di stingui shed career representing Mssissippi's 26 electric
cooperatives as their |lead | obbyist at the state and nati onal
| evel . Through hard work, dedication and honesty, he earned the
respect of all governnment |eaders. Under his |eadership, nunerous
| egislative bills of extrene value to electric power associations
have passed in Mssissippi. He is a well-recognized chanpion for
el ectric cooperatives and is often called upon to provide
testi mony, and nake presentations and recomendati ons on behal f of
the industry. He is a trusted friend of government | eaders; and

VWHEREAS, he was instrunmental in the devel opnent of statew de
training prograns for co-op directors, nmanagenent and enpl oyees.
As a spokesperson, he has been recogni zed for excellent
comuni cati on prograns and possesses an unwavering commtnent to
spreadi ng the cooperative nessage to all people; and

VWHEREAS, upon taking the | eadership reins in 1983, Hobson has

successfully guided the EPAs and, today, it is recognized as one
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of the | eading associations in the state. During his tenure, his
uni que | eadership abilities have united all 26 M ssissipp
El ectric Power Associations into statew de nenbership. Hi's
i nnovative managenent style has led to the devel opnent of nunerous
new prograns and services to neet the diversified needs of
M ssissippi's electric cooperatives; and

VWHEREAS, nore recently, Waits supervised the statew de
associ ation's response to w despread power outages after Hurricane
Katrina. Menbers of his staff coordi nated enmergency work crews
from?22 states who assisted electric power associations in the
unprecedented effort to restore power to around 500,000 electric
neters. The response followed a detail ed statew de energency work
pl an devel oped through the years with Waits' support. As a
result, power was restored within three weeks after the hurricane
to all meters capable of receiving it; and

VWHEREAS, t hroughout his career, Hobson served as Chairnman and
active menber of nunerous industry and community boards, including
the M ssissippi Council of Cooperatives, the M ssissippi Economc
Council and the M ssissippi Rural Health Association. He is also
past President of RESMA and past Director of the M ssissipp
Future Farmers of America. However, there is one area of
vol unteer service that is very dear to Hobson, the 4-H youth
program As a young 4-H nenber, Hobson | earned the value of this
student organi zation and never forgot the inportant role it plays
in the devel opnent of young people. At present, he serves as
Chai rman of the M ssissippi 4-H Foundation and recently led a
successful canpaign to build a 4-H Museumin M ssissippi, the site
of the first 4-H chapter organized in Anerica; and

VWHEREAS, Hobson WAits, a native of Leland, M ssissippi,
farmed i n Washi ngton County before graduating fromthe University
of M ssissippi and earning a Master's Degree in School
Adm nistration at Delta State University. He was a Teacher and

Coach at Inverness Hi gh School and Principal of Bankston
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El ementary School in Geenwood. He and his wife, Mary Loui se Wod
of I nverness, M ssissippi, have two daughters and two
grandchil dren; and

VWHEREAS, it is with great pride that we recogni ze the career
of this nodel M ssissippi citizen who has provided strong
| eadership to the Electric Power Associations of M ssissippi and
| aid a strong foundation for the future:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
we do hereby commend the career, |eadership and humanitari an
contributions of Hobson WAaits, Executive Vice President and CEO of
the Electric Power Associations of M ssissippi, upon the occasion
of his retirenent, and we extend to himand his famly the best
w shes of the Legislature in their future endeavors.

BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be presented to

Hobson Waits and be nade available to the Capitol Press Corps.
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