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Senator(s) M chel, Frazier To: Rules

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 578

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON COVMENDI NG AND CONGRATULATI NG ANTON
REEL, WORLD CHAMPI ON VEI GHT LI FTER WHO Pl ONEERED ATHLETI C WEI GHT
LI FTI NG PROGRAMS | N BROOCKHAVEN, M SSI SSI PPI, UPON H' S | NDUCTI ON
| NTO THE M SSI SSI PPI SPORTS HALL OF FAME CLASS OF 2006.

VWHEREAS, the M ssissippi Sports Hall of Fanme has unveiled its
Cl ass of 2006 which features Anton Reel, world chanpi on wei ght
lifter, who pioneered athletic weight lifting prograns in
Br ookhaven, M ssi ssippi; and

VWHEREAS, Anton Reel is the first person ever selected to the
M ssi ssi ppi Sports Hall of Fanme for the sport of weight lifting;
and

VWHEREAS, a native of Nurenberg, Germany, Anton was raised in
New York City, New York. Anton was a prep track star at Janes
Monroe Hi gh School in the Bronx and was a nulti-event perfornmer at
Per ki nston Juni or Col | ege (now known as Gulf Coast Conmunity
Col | ege); and

VWHEREAS, he began weight lifting while still serving in the
U.S. Navy and attendi ng dental school in New Ol eans, Louisiana,
in 1943. He won the 1944 Sout hern AAU Novi ce Chanpionship in the
Heavywei ght Division and later won the title of "M. New Ol eans”
in the Louisiana State Body Building Contest. Wartine
restrictions prevented himfromconpeting for the M. Anerica
conpetition; and

WHEREAS, Anton created the first organi zed weight lifting and
training programin Mssissippi for high school athletes while
operating a successful dental practice in Brookhaven, M ssissippi;

and
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WHEREAS, he hel ped train M ssissippi Sports Hall of Fane
menbers Lance Alworth, Harol Lofton and Ral ph "Catfish" Smth.
His training of players who contributed to LSU s Nati onal
Chanmpi onshi p Team pronpted Head Coach Paul Dietzel to make hima
speci al honorary Coach of the LSU Tigers in 1958. Players trained
by Reel refer to thenselves as "Doc's Boys"; and

WHEREAS, after retirement fromhis dentistry practice, he
began training for weight lifting conpetitions in Jacksonville,
Florida. From 1997 to 2004, Dr. Reel won eight consecutive
Nat i onal Wei ght Lifting Chanpionships in three different weight
categories at venues across the United States; and

VWHEREAS, Anton captured his national titles fromthe USAPL at
the ages of 77 through 85 and set three national records (which
are still unbroken) at the ages of 77, 82 and 83; and

VWHEREAS, inducted as an honorary nenber of the National
Foot bal | Foundation and Hall of Fame in 1970, he received the
Al |l - Areri can Football Foundation Qutstanding American Award in
2000; and

WHEREAS, it is with great pride that we recognize this
outstanding athlete and trainer who is an inspiration to al
at hl etes and who has brought honor to his community, his college
and to the State of M ssissippi:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
we do hereby conmmend and congratul ate Anton Reel, world chanpion
weight lifter, who pioneered athletic weight lifting prograns for
uni versity and professional sports teans in Brookhaven,
M ssi ssi ppi, upon his induction into the M ssissippi Sports Hal
of Fame C ass of 2006, and wish himand his famly conti nued
success in all their future endeavors.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be presented to
Anton Reel at induction cerenonies and be nade avail able to the

Capitol Press Corps.
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