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Senator (s) Fl owers To: Rules

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 565

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON POSTHUMOUSLY COVMVENDI NG ROBERT
JOHNSON UPON HI S RECEI PT OF THE LI FETI ME ACH EVEMENT AWARD AT THE
48TH ANNUAL GRAMMY CEREMONY.

WHEREAS, 70 years after the iconic nusician's death in
G eenwood, M ssissippi, Robert Johnson will receive a Lifetine
Achi evenent Award at the 48th Annual G ammy Cerenony on Wednesday,
February 8, 2006, in Los Angeles, California; and

VWHEREAS, bl ues nusici an Robert Johnson was born May 8, 1911,
in Hazl ehurst, M ssissippi, and died August 16, 1938, in
G eenwood, M ssissippi. He was 27 and had recorded a total of 42
songs; and

VWHEREAS, often described as "the greatest blues singer of al

time," Johnson has influenced nusicians fromthe Rolling Stones to
Bob Dylan to the Grateful Dead, Eric Cl apton and Cream on down to
The White Stripes; and

VWHEREAS, in 1990, when the conplete set of his recordings was
rel eased in a CD box set as Robert Johnson, The Conplete
Recor di ngs, on Col unbi a/ Legacy, it was the first blues albumin
history to sell nmore than 2 mllion copies. Today his nusic,
coupled with his storied |ife and death, still captivate; and

WHEREAS, he didn't live to see 30 years and recorded only 29
songs on 42 tracks, including "Me and The Devil Blues," "Crossroad
Blues,” "Ranbling Onh My M nd," "Traveling Riverside Blues," "Love
In Vain," "32-20 Blues,” "MIkcow s Calf Blues,"” "They're Red
Hot," "Ki ndhearted Woman Bl ues,” "Come On In My Kitchen,” "I'mA

Steady Rollin" Man" and "Sweet Hone Chi cago”; and
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VWHEREAS, the story of Robert Johnson, the nomadi c bl uesman
who di ed penniless at age 27 in G eenwood, has been witten,
filmed and di scussed for decades. You can't nention himw thout
hearing the | egend that Johnson sold his soul to the devil at a
crossroads in Carksdale, or Rosedale, or G eenwod, in exchange
for his nusical genius; and

WHEREAS, stories of Johnson's cause of death in 1938 vary.
Sonme peopl e say he was given sone poi soned noonshi ne by a jeal ous
husband. There are al so di sputes about his burial site in the
Delta, three sites are often nentioned, but many believe the grave
on Money Road in the Little Zion Mssionary Baptist Church
Cenetery is the place where Johnson rests; and

VWHEREAS, the 4-foot-tall granite headstone placed there in
the late 1990s sits at the foot of a pecan tree. It is inscribed
wi th Johnson's nane, birth and death dates. In the center is a
note that Johnson is reported to have scribbled on his death bed.
It reads, "Jesus of Nazareth, King of Jerusalem | know that ny
Redeener liveth and that He will call nme fromthe grave.” On any
gi ven day throughout the year, Johnson fans can be found there
payi ng homage; and

WHEREAS, this recognition is |ong overdue and we are very
proud that his nmusic is | oved and recogni zed worl dw de, bringing
honor to the blues culture and to the State of M ssissippi:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PP, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
we do hereby posthunmously comrend Robert Johnson upon his receipt
of the Lifetinme Achievenent Award at the 48th Annual G ammy
Cerenony in Los Angeles, California, and express our appreciation
for this long overdue recognition.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be presented to
his son, C aud Johnson, Crystal Springs, M ssissippi, and be made

avai lable to the Capital Press Corps.
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