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SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 561

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON COMMENDI NG THE LI FE AND LEGACY OF
LEGENDARY OLE M SS FOOTBALL COACH JOHN HOWARD VAUGHT, AND
EXPRESSI NG THE SYMPATHY OF THE LEGQ SLATURE.

WHEREAS, |egendary O e M ss Football Coach John Howard Vaught
di ed on Friday, February 2, 2006, at his honme in Oxford,
M ssi ssippi. He was 96; and

VWHEREAS, with the death of John Vaught, Anerica and the State
of M ssissippi have | ost an epic figure of 20th Century coll ege
football who brought fanme to the University of M ssissippi. Coach
Vaught's passing has affected all University of M ssissipp
Alumi . Chancel |l or Robert Khayat stated that John Vaught is
"universally recogni zed as one of the great coaches in Anerican
football history, who brought dignity, intellect, creativity and
vision to the gane"; and

VWHEREAS, the school's all-tinme w nningest coach left an
i ndelible mark on players, coaches and athletic departnent
personnel alike during a 25-year coaching career that included
t hree National Chanpionships, six Southeastern Conference
Chanpi onshi ps and 18 bow appearances; and

VWHEREAS, Coach Vaught's Rebel s Football Teans won six
Sout heast ern Conference Chanpi onshi ps. The NCAA record book lists
three of Vaught's teans, 1959, 1960 and 1962, as havi ng won at
| east a share of the National Chanpionship. He was named SEC
Coach of the Year six tines; and

VWHEREAS, during Vaught's tenure, O e Mss achieved the SEC s

best record. Al abama, coached by Bear Bryant for much of that
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period, was second, Tennessee third and LSU fourth. Vaught's
teanms won 190 ganes, lost 61 and tied 12; and

WHEREAS, Coach Vaught's record agai nst sone of the nost
| egendary coaches in history is remarkable. Only Bryant owned a
W nning record agai nst Vaught, barely: seven victories, siXx
defeats and one tie. Vaught was 6-0 agai nst Arkansas' Frank
Broyles, 6-2-1 against LSU s Charles MC endon, 3-2 against
CGeorgia's Vince Dooley and 4-3-1 against LSU s Paul Dietzel; and

WHEREAS, born on May 6, 1909, in d ney, Texas, Vaught played
GQuard for Texas Christian University from 1930-1932. After
| eading TCU to a Sout hwest Conference Chanpi onship his Senior year
and becom ng the school's first All-Anmerican, he began his
coaching career. Follow ng coaching stops in the high school
ranks and at the University of North Carolina, he entered the Navy
during World War |1, eventually rising to the rank of Lieutenant
Commander. After his stint in the war, he took a |line-coaching
position at Oe Mss under Red Drew, then took the reins in 1947
when Drew left for Al abama; and

VWHEREAS, Archi e Manni ng, one of Vaught's nost cel ebrated
pl ayers and one of his 18 Oe Mss All-Anericans, said "Coach just
flat-out hated to | ose"; and

VWHEREAS, his final record with Oe Mss was a staggering
190-61-12 record, good enough to be anpbng the top 25 w nni ngest
coaches in NCAA Division | history. Vaught was inducted into the
M ssi ssippi Sports Hall of Fame in 1976, the National Foot ball
Foundation Coll ege Hall of Fane in 1979, the Oe Mss Sports Hall
of Fanme in 1987 and was voted unaninously as the Qe Mss Coach of
the Century in 1993; and

WHEREAS, after nearly 70 years of being known as Hem ngway
Stadium after Judge WIIiam Hem ngway, the coaching staple in e
M ss | ore earned yet another recognition. On Cctober 16, 1982,
Vaught saw his nane added to the stadium which is called
Vaught - Hem ngway St adi um and
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VWHEREAS, even during his retirenent, he remained an icon to
coll ege football fans, residents of Oxford and of M ssissippi. He
was preceded in death by his wife, Johnsie, and his son, John, Jr.
Survivors include a sister, Nedra Strickland of dendale, Arizona;
a daughter-in-law, Bonnie L. Vaught of Oxford; and a step
gr anddaught er, Susan Vaught of Tennessee; and

WHEREAS, we have | ost a giant in M ssissippi sports history:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PP, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
we do hereby conmmend the life and | egacy of football excellence of
| egendary A e M ss Football Coach John Howard Vaught, and express
to his surviving famly the synpathy of the Legislature on his
passi ng.

BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be presented to
the surviving famly of Coach Vaught and to Chancel | or Robert
Khayat representing his fornmer players and fans, and be nade

avai l able to the Capitol Press Corps.
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