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SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 555

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON COVMENDI NG THE LI FE AND ARTI STI C
CONTRI BUTI ONS OF SOUL PI ONEER W LSON PI CKETT, AND EXTENDI NG THE
SYMPATHY OF THE LEGQ SLATURE.

VWHEREAS, anmazing soul pioneer WIlson Pickett, whose fiery
hits "Mustang Sally" and "In The M dni ght Hour" defined the nusic
of a generation and appealed to all races, passed away on
Thur sday, January 19, 2006; and

VWHEREAS, W/ son Pickett, known as the "Wcked Pickett,"
became a star with his soulful hits in the 1960s. "In the
M dni ght Hour"™ nade the Top 25 on the Billboard Pop Charts in
1965, and "Mustang Sally" did the sanme the follow ng year; and

VWHEREAS, "a fellow Detroiter, WIson Pickett was one of the

greatest soul singers of all time," Aretha Franklin said in a
statenent. "He will absolutely be m ssed"; and

VWHEREAS, Pickett was defined by his raspy voice and
passi onate delivery. Al abanma-born Pickett got his start singing
gospel music in church; and

VWHEREAS, after noving to Detroit, Mchigan, as a teen, he

Found a

j oi ned the group the Fal cons, which scored the hit
Love" with Pickett on |ead vocals in 1962; and

VWHEREAS, in 1965, he linked with | egendary soul producer
Jerry Wexler at the equally | egendary soul |abel Stax Records in
Menphi s, Tennessee, and recorded one of his greatest hits "In the
M dni ght Hour™ for Atlantic Records; and

WHEREAS, a string of hits followed, including "634-5789,"
"Funky Broadway," "Mistang Sally," "Land of 1000 Dances," "99-1/2
wn't Do," "Everybody Needs Sonebody," "Bonefootin," "She's
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Looki ng Good," "Don't Knock ny Love" and many nore. H's sensuous
soul was in sharp contrast to the genteel soul songs of his
Detroit counterparts at Mtown Records; and

WHEREAS, Pickett was featured in a 2002 docunentary on soul
greats, "Only the Strong Survive." He wote his own songs; he was
very nusically adept, and nmany of his songs have been covered by
other artists; and

VWHEREAS, as Pickett entered a new decade, he had | ess success
on the charts, but still had a few nore hits, including the song
"Don't Let the G een Grass Fool You." Like all these great
| egends of R&B, when disco cane in, it really inpacted his career,
al t hough he continued to be incredibly popular in Europe, every
summer touring Europe to incredible crowds; and

VWHEREAS, besides his induction into the Music Hall of Fanme in
1991, he was al so given the Pioneer Award by the Rhythm and Bl ues
Foundation two years later. "If I wasn't in show business | don't
know what | woul d have been, a wanderer or sonething, you know?"
Pickett said in a 2001 interview "But God blessed nme with the
talent and the chance. | knocked on enough doors, and this is
what | can give nyself credit for"; and

WHEREAS, it is with sadness that we note the passing of this
nmusi cal icon who cast a | ong shadow and served as a rol e nodel for
al | nusi ci ans:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
we do hereby conmmend the life and artistic contributions of sou
pi oneer W1l son Pickett and extend to his surviving famly the
synpat hy of the Legislature on his passing.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be presented to
the surviving famly of WIlson Pickett and be nmade available to

the Capitol Press Corps.
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