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SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 554

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON COMMENDI NG THE LI FE AND LEGACY OF
FORMER SENATOR AND PRESI DENT PRO TEMPORE W LLI AM ALEXANDER, AND
EXPRESSI NG THE SYMPATHY OF THE LEGQ SLATURE.

WHEREAS, the M ssissippi Delta and the State of M ssissipp
| ost a great |eader with the death of former State Senator and
President Pro Tenpore, WIIiam Brooks Al exander, on Thursday,
January 19, 2006; and

VWHEREAS, a native of C eveland, M ssissippi, Al exander served
in the Mssissippi State Senate from 1960 to 1984. He was
Chai rman of the Judiciary Cormittee for eight years and was
President Pro Tenpore of the Senate from 1976 to 1984; and

WHEREAS, fornmer Representative Charlie Capps, Jr., said he
renmenbers wor ki ng al ongsi de Al exander and that the Senator was a
chanpion for the M ssissippi Delta; and

VWHEREAS, Senator Al exander had a strong conservative
phi | osophy. Anobng the inportant bills and resol utions that
Senat or Al exander introduced were constitutional anmendnents to
permt the sheriff to succeed hinself and to separate the
sheriff's office fromthat of the tax collector, a constitutiona
anendnent creating a |lay State Board of Education, and prohibiting
t he use of Medicaid funds for perform ng abortions; and

VWHEREAS, during his eight years as President Pro Tenpore, he
served 80 days as Acting Governor; and

VWHEREAS, when Al exander was not dealing with | egislation, he
was practicing lawin Ceveland. He practiced law with his
father, WB. Al exander, J.C. Feduccia, Robert Johnston and his

son, Brooks Al exander, from 1948 until 1997, when he retired from
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active law practice. Many people were unaware that Al exander was
a candidate for the U S. Congress in 1966; and

VWHEREAS, Senator Al exander was born on Decenber 23, 1921, in
Boyl e, Mssissippi, to WB. Al exander and Vivien B. Al exander. He
attended Boyl e schools for 12 years. He played |left hal fback and
called signals for the Boyle Hi gh School Football Team and

WHEREAS, Al exander was an Eagle Scout in Troop #23 at
Cl evel and and Troop #2 at Boyle. He also received the Badge of
Bronze Palm which is a step above the Eagle Award; and

VWHEREAS, he attended M ssissippi College from 1940 to 1946 as
an enlisted man. Hi s overseas duty was in New Cui nea, Leyte
I sl and, M ndoro Island in the Philippines and Korea during the
war. Upon his discharge, he entered the University of M ssissipp
Law School and graduated in June 1948. After graduation, he
joined the law firm of Al exander, Feduccia and Al exander; and

VWHEREAS, he was a nenber of the First Baptist Church of
Cl evel and since 1948. He was a teacher of 12-, 13- and 14-year
ol d boys for about 10 years, and he was a teacher of the nen's
Bible Cass for 30 years. He was a Deacon for 25 years, a
four-tinme Chairman and was a nenber of the Pastor Search Conmmttee
in 1996. He was al so Moderator of the Bolivar County Bapti st
Associ ation for one year; and

WHEREAS, Senat or Al exander was past President of the
M ssi ssi ppi Heart Association and Director of Delta Council. He
al so served on the C evel and-Bol i var County Chanber of Commerce
Board of Directors, and he was a fornmer nenber of the M ssissipp
Col | ege Board of Trustees for 18 years. Al exander was past State
Commander of the Veterans of Foreign Wars and Director of the
M ssi ssi ppi Econom ¢ Council. Al exander was a nenber of the
Cl evel and Exchange Club for over 50 years, was recently honored
for all his years as an active nenber, and was al so a past

president for the organization. Wile in the Senate, he was

S C R No. 554 *SS02/R1195*
06/ SS02/ R1195
PAGE 2



60
61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70
71
72
73
74
75
76
77
78
79
80
81
82
83
84
85
86
87
88
89
90
91
92

sel ected as the Qutstanding Legislator in 1975 by the M ssissipp
Bar Associ ation; and

WHEREAS, Senator Al exander was al so a strong supporter of
Delta State University. He authorized a bill in the Legislature
that allowed Delta State College to be renaned Delta State
University; and

WHEREAS, after his retirenment fromlaw practice, Al exander
organi zed and becane the first Chairman of Sav-A-Life of
Cl evel and, which is an organization that encourages pregnant wonen
to avoid abortion, and teaches abstinence; and

VWHEREAS, he is survived by his wife, Belle MDonald
Al exander, of Ceveland; three sons: WIIiam Brooks Al exander |1
and his wfe, Cathy of Mbile, Al abama; John Marshall Al exander
and his wife, Melissa, of Oxford, M ssissippi; and Jason MDonal d
Al exander and his w fe, Chakras, of Florence, M ssissippi; a
daughter, Gace Al exander Bl uerock and her husband, Scott, of
Dayton, OChio; two sisters, Narcissa Richardson of Madison,
M ssi ssi ppi, and Antionette Myers of Richnond, Virginia; a
brother, Richard Al exander of Tanpa, Florida; and el even
grandchil dren; and

VWHEREAS, Senator Al exander's public service was exenplified
by sound judgnent and firmmess and he set the highest standard in
all of his many roles, as a father, husband, |awer, citizen,
statesman and | eader in the M ssissippi State Senate:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
we do hereby commend the life and | egacy of public service of
former Senator and President Pro Tenpore WII|iam Al exander of
Cl evel and, M ssissippi, and express to his famly the synpathy of
the Legislature on his passing.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be presented to
the surviving famly of Senator Al exander and be nmade available to

the Capitol Press Corps.
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