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SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 553

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON COMMENDI NG THE GALLANT SERVI CE OF
CAPTAI N BRYAN CREEL FROM THE CLARKDALE COVMUNI TY AND THE PAVE HAVK
HELI COPTER CREWWVEN VWHO SURVI VED THE ELEMENTS AND ENEMY FI RE TO
SAVE FI VE FELLOW SOLDI ERS VWHOSE CHI NOOK HELI COPTER HAD CRASHED | N
THE | RAQ DESERT ON APRIL 16, 2004.

VWHEREAS, as the two HH 60G Pave Hawk helicopters | anded in
darkness on a flight line at Balad Air Base in central lraq, the
13 exhausted crew nenbers realized they had acconpli shed sonet hi ng
extraordinary. The airnen has just rescued five soldiers fromthe
wr eckage of a crashed CH 47 Chinook helicopter in an Iragi desert;
and

VWHEREAS, that April 16, 2004, mission is gaining a prom nent
place in Air Force history. On Decenber 5, 2005, the 13 airnen
were honored with the Mackay Trophy, a prestigious National
Aeronautic Association Award given annually to the crew of the Air
Force's nost neritorious flight; and

VWHEREAS, just getting to the crash site nmeant flying through
the night in near-brownout conditions for dozens of mles, conbing
the desert in search of survivors who didn't have a working radio.
On their way back, they dodged two coordinated anti-aircraft
m ssile attacks. The three-hour mssion |eft the crew drained,
and

VWHEREAS, "I could barely pull nyself out of ny seat,” M ssion
Commander Captain Bryan Creel of C arkdale, M ssissippi (near
Meridian), said, describing how he felt after returning to Bal ad;
and

VWHEREAS, the followi ng men of Jolly 11 and Jolly 12, two

HH- 60G Pave Hawk rescue crews, were hone-based with the 347 Rescue
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Wng at Moody Air Force Base, Georgia: Jolly 11: Captain Bryan
Creel, M ssion Commander; Major Joseph Galletti, Co-Pilot;
Techni cal Sergeant Thomas Ri nghei mer, Qunner; Staff Sergeant
Patrick Ledbetter, Flight Engineer; and Staff Sergeant Vincent J.
Eckert, Pararescueman Jolly 12: Captain Robby Winkle, Aircraft
Commander; Captain Gegory Rockwood, Co-Pilot; Technical Sergeant
M chael Preston, Flight Engi neer; Mster Sergeant Paul Silver,
@Qunner; Staff Sergeant Edward Ha, Pararescueman; Staff Sergeant
Mat t hew Lei gh, Pararescueman; and Staff Sergeant M chael Rubi o,
Par ar escuenman; and

VWHEREAS, usual rescue procedures call for one Pave Hawk to
circle overhead, while the other is on the ground, but with
visibility so bad, both HH 60Gs | anded. The pararescuenen hopped
out and noved toward the survivors. None had life-threatening
injuries. Jolly 11 took on three of the arny aviators while two
were packed onto Jolly 12. After five mnutes on the ground,
Jolly 11 lifted up. Jolly 12 waited two mnutes to put a safe
di stance between the two Pave Hawks. Again, the Pave Hawks found
thensel ves flying through a sandstorm but this tinme they flew
aboveground obstacles by staying at 500 feet and hi gher. Then
they spotted the snoke trail of a mssile. Four mnutes after the
first attack and |l ess than 20 mles fromBal ad ground fire erupted
again. Mssile [aunch warnings sounded in both helicopters and
Jolly 11's crew saw two m ssiles pass to their left. This tineg,
Jolly 12 fired its right-side 50-caliber to distract the eneny.
Again, the eneny fire stopped and the helicopters continued to
Bal ad; and

WHEREAS, this was the nost harrow ng m ssion of Captain
Creel's 20-year flying career. "This is one of the nost heroic
m ssions our guys have flown in the war on terrorism"™ their
depl oyed Commander, Lieutenant Col onel Lee dePal o, said of the

m ssi on; and
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VWHEREAS, Captain Creel and Captain Winkle were honored with
Di stinguished Flying Crosses, as were Co-Pilots Galletti and
Captain G egory Rockwood. The other crew nenbers received Air
Medal s; and

VWHEREAS, word of the Mackay Trophy honor reached the crew
this past spring, alnost a year after the m ssion; many of the
airman had left for new assignnents. Past w nners of the Mackay
Trophy include: Chuck Yeager, Eddi e R ckenbacker and Janes
(Jimme) Doolittle; and

WHEREAS, it is with great pride and humlity that we
recogni ze the heroic action of these great Americans and this
M ssi ssi ppi an, who are the guardians of civilization as we know it
t oday:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
we do hereby commend the gallant service of Captain Bryan Creel
fromthe O arkdale, M ssissippi, conmmunity (near Meridian), and
t he Pave Hawk Helicopter crewren who survived the elenents and
eneny fire to save five fellow sol diers whose CH 47 Chi nook
Hel i copter had crashed in the Iraqgi desert on April 16, 2004.

BE I T FURTHER RESCLVED, That we congratul ate Captain Creel
and these crewnen for their receipt of the prestigi ous Mackay
Trophy for the Air Force's nost neritorious flight, and extend the
t houghts and best w shes of the Legislature to these airnen and
their famli es.

BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be presented to
Captain Creel and his famly and be nade avail able to nenbers of

the Capitol Press Corps.
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