M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2006

By:

Senator(s) Tollison, Frazier, Horhn, To: Rules

Jackson (11th)
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SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 550

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON COVMENDI NG THE HUVANI TARI AN
CONTRI BUTI ONS OF DR LEROY WADLI NGTQON, PASTOR OF THE SECOND
M SSI ONARY BAPTI ST CHURCH OF OXFORD, M SSI SSI PPI .

VWHEREAS, answering the call of Pilgrim M ssionary Bapti st
Church in Indianapolis, Indiana, the famly of Dr. Leroy
Wadlington will |eave Oxford, M ssissippi, at the end of January
2006 to lead their new 1600- nmenber congregation; and

VWHEREAS, Dr. WAdlington, who has served as the Pastor of
Second M ssionary Baptist Church for 23 years, knows he's trading
a certain level of confort to becone a stranger in an unfamliar
pl ace; and

VWHEREAS, Leroy Wadlington was born and reared in Lafayette
County, Oxford, Mssissippi. He learned hard work fromthe fields
and instructions on succeeding fromhis father and not her who
sharecropped to sustain the famly until other opportunities were
avai | abl e; and

VWHEREAS, he graduated from Central H gh School and was Seni or
Class President of the last class before mandated integration. He
continued his education at Northwest Junior College, Senatobia,

M ssissippi; left his famly hone to attend the University of
W sconsi n, Mdi son, Wsconsin; W Herbert Brewster Theol ogi cal
Institute, Menphis, Tennessee; Southern Baptist Sem nary,
Nashvill e, Tennessee; and a Doctorate of Divinity from New

M |l enni um Bapti st College, Charlotte, North Carolina; and

VWHEREAS, Leroy Wadlington was enpl oyed wi th Chanbers
Corporation after returning fromWsconsin and finally with the

United States District Court for the Northern District of
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M ssissippi. Serving as the first African-Anerican in the C erks
division of the United States District Court within the Fifth
Crcuit. He worked for district judges WlliamC. Keady, Om R
Smth and finally Neal B. Biggers, until retiring after 21 years
of service in June 1996; and

VWHEREAS, he has been very active in the affairs of the
Oxford, Lafayette County and University comunity, always
attenpting to inprove life for all citizens. He has received
nunerous awards for his efforts. The nost neaningful, the
"M ssi ssi ppi Now Award" and the "Thomas Sullivan Humanitarian
Awar d" by the University of M ssissippi; and

VWHEREAS, he served as Mdderator of the Tall ahatchie-Oxford
District Association, Oxford, M ssissippi, for six years, until
becom ng el ected President of the New Educational State Convention
of Mssissippi in July 2003. He is presently Pastor of the Second
M ssionary Baptist Church of Oxford, M ssissippi, and has served
t hat congregation for 23 years; and

VWHEREAS, today, his social-justice concerns in Oxford have
i ncl uded "underenpl oynent”, the discrepancy between how much one
earns and what it actually costs to live here, as well as
af f ordabl e housi ng and predatory | ending practices. At Second
Baptist, the focus has been on chi ppi ng away at sone of those
i ssues by "serving the whole of man,"” as Wadlington terns the
vision. That's nmeant everything from preparing "healthy neal s"
for Wednesday evening fell owship dinners, to hosting sem nars on
financial issues |ike wlls-and-estates planning, to his
conpassi onate efforts at |ocal hospitals where he did not expect
his donations to be reinbursed; and

VWHEREAS, Pastor Wadlington serves on nunerous | ocal and state
boards and committees such as: Board of Directors of the
Institution for Racial Reconciliation, University, M ssissippi;
| ocal and state AMOS Organi zation; Boys & Grls Club, United Way;

state Donestic Violence Cergy Commttee and many ot hers; and
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VWHEREAS, he receives much support fromhis wife, Pearlie, and
his children, H ram Lenont, LeCresha and LaKesha; and

VWHEREAS, it is with gratitude that we recognize the mnistry
of this nentor who has done a great service to his church and a
great service to the people in his community and state:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
we do hereby conmmend the humanitarian contributions of Dr. Leroy
Wadl i ngt on, Pastor of the Second M ssionary Baptist Church of
Oxford, Mssissippi, and extend to himand his famly the best
w shes of the Legislature in their new congregation.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be presented to

Dr. Wadlington and his famly and be nade available to the Capitol

Press Corps.
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