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Senator(s) Wite To: Rules

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 548

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON DECLARI NG THAT HUVAN CLONING | S
AGAI NST THE PUBLI C PCLI CY OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPl AND
SUPPORTI NG ETHI CALLY RESPONSI BLE STEM CELL RESEARCH.

VWHEREAS, adult stemcell research has shown greater prom se
t han human enbryonic stemcell research, yielding successfu
clinical trials to treat nore than 50 diseases; and

VWHEREAS, for exanple, research involving (unbilical) cord
bl ood has produced an increasing nunber of therapies in clinical
trials; and

VWHEREAS, human enbryos are human beings at the earliest stage
of bi ol ogi cal devel opnent; and

VWHEREAS, destructive hunman enbryo research to obtain
enbryonic stemcells raises grave noral, ethical, scientific and
medi cal issues that nust be addressed; and

VWHEREAS, cloning of enbryos for research requires the
donation of a significant nunber of eggs from wonen, that
significant nedical risks exist for wonen who undergo ovari an
hyperstimul ati on to produce eggs to donate for cloning enbryos,
and that a significant percentage experience severe ovarian
hyper sti mul ati on syndrone, which can cause pain, and occasionally
| eads to hospitalization, renal failure, potential future
infertility, and even death; and

VWHEREAS, researchers nust take every opportunity to tel

potential egg donors that it is extrenmely unlikely that their

contributions will directly benefit thenmselves or their |oved
ones; and
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WHEREAS, there are practical, scientific problens with
enbryonic stemcells--including maki ng the enbryonic cells
differentiate into specific viable cells consistently and the
uncontrol | abl e devel opnment of teratonmas--that nmay prevent any
devel opment of real therapies; and that, in any case, it is nearly
certain that any clinical benefits fromany enbryonic research are
years or maybe decades away; and

WHEREAS, the success of South Korean researchers in producing
cl oned human enbryos and custom zed enbryonic cell lines, so
w dely touted since 2004, has recently been proven to be
erroneous, if not fraudul ent; and

VWHEREAS, progress in nedical research cannot rely on the
prem se that some human |ives should be destroyed now to possibly
hel p other lives in the future; and

VWHEREAS, progress in nedical research and treatnent does not
require the destruction of human |ife, because progress can be
ethically and successfully pursued through the use of adult stem
cells; and

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
we do hereby declare the foll ow ng:

(a) Human cloning; including the cloning of human enbryos
and enbryoni c research, is against public policy;

(b) We support ethically responsible stemcell research,
whi | e opposi ng any research that exploits or destroys human
enbryos;

(c) We support the devel opnent of strategies to assist
M ssi ssippi universities in developing their capacity to attract
and retain adult stemcell researchers.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be forwarded to
the Governor, the State Board of Health and the State Mdi cal
Li censure Board and the National Health Institute and be nade

avai l able to the Capitol Press Corps.
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