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COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE
FOR
SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 543

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON REMEMBERI NG THE LEGACY OF THE LATE
CLYDE KENNARD, THE FI RST BLACK STUDENT TO APPLY FOR ADM TTANCE AT
THE UNI VERSI TY OF SOQUTHERN M SSI SSI PPI, FOR H S SI GNI FI CANT ROLE
IN THE H STORY OF THE UNI VERSI TY AND FOR HI'S SI GNI FI CANT RCLE | N
THE CVIL R GHTS MOVEMENT IN M SSI SSI PPI .

VWHEREAS, on February 16, 1993, the University of Southern
M ssi ssi ppi dedicated its Student Services Building in honor of
two African-Americans who played significant roles in the
university's history; and

VWHEREAS, the dedication of Kennard-Washington Hall during a
speci al afternoon convocation paid tribute to the late C yde
Kennard, a decorated Korean War veteran and farmer, who
unsuccessfully attenpted to becone the first African-Anerican to
enroll at USMin 1959; (and to Alcorn State University President
Wal ter Washington, the first black to receive a doctorate from USM
in 1969); and

VWHEREAS, "we are saying to the world that we apol ogi ze for
the indignities he (Kennard) suffered,” USM Presi dent Aubrey K
Lucas said during the dedication, which was a part of the
university's "Cel ebration of Diversity" and African-Anerican
Hi story Month activities on the Hattiesburg canpus. Twenty-two
past and present black students, faculty and staff who achi eved
"firsts" at USM over the years were recogni zed during that
cerenony, which included a special tribute to the nenory of C yde
Kennard fromthe Reverend John Wbb, who was his brother-in-I|aw,
and

VWHEREAS, born in 1927, Kennard's early life foreshadowed a

grimfuture; at the age of 4, his father died. He grew up hel ping
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his nother run the famly farm |In 1950, Kennard began attending
college in Fayetteville, North Carolina, during the Korean War.
Kennard served as a paratrooper and rose to the rank of sergeant,
receiving three nedals including the Bronze Star; and

VWHEREAS, after the Korean War, he cane hone to run the famly
farmin Mssissippi, and the 28-year old joined the NAACP.
Kennard served as President of the | ocal NAACP youth chapter and
he served on the | ocal school board and was outraged the area's
125 bl ack students had to travel 11 mles past the all-white
school to attend classes. He circulated an unsuccessful petition
to have children attend the cl osest school; and

WHEREAS, Kennard wanted to finish college and in 1956, he
approached President WlliamD. MCain at the then segregated
M ssi ssi ppi Sout hern Col | ege, but was denied. By the tine he
tried to enroll again in 1958, he enjoyed the support of Medgar
Evers, Field Secretary for the M ssissippi NAACP. Wen his
intention to attend col |l ege was made public, the state's
segregationi st spy agency, the M ssissippi Sovereignty Comm ssion,
conpil ed an extensive dossier on the small-framed farner; and

WHEREAS, when Cl yde Kennard refused to give up his quest to
beconme the first black student to enroll at the University of
Sout hern M ssi ssippi, authorities sent himto state prison in 1960
for seven years based upon a conviction for burglary; and

VWHEREAS, on March 6, 1961, the M ssissippi Suprenme Court
ordered a new trial on reckless driving and |iquor charges for
Kennard, but it did himlittle good. He remined behind bars,
where he'd been since his Septenber 1960 burglary arrest. Less
than a nonth later, the sane justices upheld Kennard's conviction,
sending himto the State Penitentiary at Parchman; and

VWHEREAS, Cl yde Kennard wote a letter to the Hattiesburg
Anmerican in 1958 challenging the idea of separate but equal.
Kennard suggest ed people work together to build up one another:

"When nerit replaces race as a factor in character evaluation, the
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nost heckling social problemof nodern times will have been
sol ved"; and

VWHEREAS, in March 1962, he underwent col on cancer surgery at
the University of M ssissippi Medical Center. Kennard died July
4, 1963, the anniversary of the Declaration of |ndependence that
prom sed, "All nmen are created equal"; and

VWHEREAS, The Chicago Tribune Editorial Board stated that the
1993 cerenpny at USM renam ng the Student Services Building after
Cl yde Kennard was a significant event in the history of the civil
rights novenent. "This institutional apology was delivered--not
out of a sense of guilt but out of a sense of
obligation"--representing a great breakthrough and heal i ng process
for the United States of Anerica and the State of M ssissippi:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
we do hereby renenber the | egacy of the |late Cyde Kennard, the
first black student to apply for admttance at the University of
Sout hern M ssissippi, for his significant role in the history of
the university and for his significant role in the history of the
civil rights novenent in M ssissippi.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution shall be
presented to the surviving famly nenbers of Cyde Kennard and be

made avail able to the Capitol Press Corps.
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