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SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 542

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON COMMENDI NG THE LI FE AND LEGACY OF
FORMER STATE SENATOR HENRY J. KI RKSEY OF JACKSON, M SSI SSI PP, AND
EXPRESSI NG THE SYMPATHY OF THE LEGQ SLATURE.

VWHEREAS, fornmer State Senator Henry J. Kirksey, whose | egal
chal l enges are credited for M ssissippi having the nost bl ack
el ected officials in the country, died on Decenber 9, 2005, in
Jackson, M ssissippi. He was 90 years old; and

VWHEREAS, a Tupel o native, Senator Kirksey was one of the
first African-Anericans elected to the Mssissippi State Senate
after Reconstruction and was a civil rights activist for nost of
his life; and

VWHEREAS, "Kirksey," as he was affectionately called by many
inthe Gvil R ghts Muvenent, was born May 9, 1915, on the famly
farm outside Tupelo in Lee County, M ssissippi. The Kirksey
famly believed in education, and as a young boy, Kirksey, |ike
every bl ack student during those tinmes, walked five mles to and
from school each day. The segregated schools and those early
experiences marked himfor life, and he nade a |ife-1Iong
commtment to fight for equal educational opportunities, justice
and fairness for everyone; and

VWHEREAS, he graduated from high school in St. Louis and
attended North Carolina Central University in Durham North
Carolina, where he played football and majored in econonmics. He
joined the United States Arny during World War 11, and while
serving he devel oped his skills in map maki ng and denographics.
Hi s comm tment brought Kirksey back to Mssissippi in 1962 to join

the Gvil Rights Myvenent, where he fought al ongside other giants

S. C R No. 542 *SS36/R1157* N1/ 2
06/ SS36/ R1157
PAGE 1



28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60

of the novenent including Medgar Evers, Charles Evers, Rev. Dr.
Martin Luther King, Fannie Lou Haner, Aaron Henry and others; and

VWHEREAS, Senator Kirksey spent the majority of his adult life
in and around Jackson. Kirksey filed several |awsuits against the
Cty of Jackson and the state, some of which brought about change.
In 1965, he filed suit against the H nds County Board of
Supervisors and the State of M ssissippi, challenging countyw de
el ection of State Representatives and Senators. The U S. Suprene
Court's ruling was perhaps Kirksey's nost significant
acconpl i shnent, which eventually led to redistricting for |ocal,
state and federal elected offices. That suit resulted in the
adoption of single-nenber legislative districts in 1979. H's
service as a plaintiff, expert wtness and conmunity organi zer
al l oned African-Anericans to capture hundreds of governnent seats
nationwi de, and in Mssissippi, led to the election of alnbst 600
African-Anericans to public office. Kirksey was also one of the
i ndi vidual s who sued to nmake public the records of the state's
Soverei gnty Comm ssion, which were opened in 1998; and

WHEREAS, Senator Kirksey was elected to Senate District No.
28 in 1979 and served two terns from 1980-1987. Wile in the
Senate, he was an outspoken and fiery advocate of issues to the
people. He was particularly interested in criticizing violations
of separation of governnental functions as between the |egislative
and executive branches of M ssissippi governnment (an issue which
was sol ved by the M ssissippi Suprenme Court in 1984 in the

| andmark case Allain v. Alexander, et al). Senator Kirksey woul d

abstain on every vote appropriating funds to an agency whose
governing board included | egislators instead of executive branch
officials; and

VWHEREAS, Senator Kirksey used the nunmber crunching skills he
| earned as an econom st and the mapmaki ng skills of a denographer
and cartographer he learned while serving in the Arny to put

bl acks in office in Mssissippi and throughout the nation; and
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WHEREAS, his ashes were spread over the cenetery where his
parents were laid to rest. In addition to his daughter, Karin
Ki rksey Zander of Raleigh, North Carolina, he also is survived by
his son, Henry Kirksey, Jr., of Los Angeles and three
gr and- daughters; and

WHEREAS, Kirksey was a visionary and avid sports fan who used
sports netaphors to explain his vision of a better M ssissippi.
He fought for the "playing fields to be |eveled and for every one
to start at the sane starting line"; and

WHEREAS, all black elected officials in M ssissippi owe their
el ection nore to Henry Kirksey than anyone else, and it is with
sadness and pride that we note the passing of this M ssissippian
who hel ped us do what was in the interest of all its citizens:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
we do hereby commend the life and | egacy of former State Senator
and noted bl ack political |eader Henry J. Kirksey of Jackson,
M ssi ssippi, and express to his surviving famly the synpathy of
the Legislature on his passing.

BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution be presented to
his famly at the nenorial in Senator Kirksey's honor and be nade

avai lable to the Capitol Press Corps.
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