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SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 540

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON PROPOSI NG TO AMEND THE M SSI SSI PP
CONSTI TUTI ON OF 1890 BY ADDI NG A NEW SECTI ON ESTABLI SH NG THE
RI GHT TO HUNT AND FI SH AS A CONSTI TUTI ONAL RI GHT; AND FOR RELATED
PURPGOSES.

BE I T RESOLVED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PP, That the followi ng anendnment to the M ssissipp
Constitution of 1890 is proposed to the qualified electors of the
st at e:

Amend the M ssissippi Constitution of 1890 by addi ng a new
section to read as foll ows:

Section . Hunting, trapping and fishing and the taking of

wi | d game species are a valued part of our heritage and will be
forever preserved for the people. Fish and wildlife shall be
managed by | aws and regul ati ons that provide persons with the
continued opportunity to take, by traditional nmeans and nethods,
species traditionally pursued by hunters, anglers and trappers.
Fish and wil dlife managenent, including taking, shall be
consistent with the state's duty to protect this heritage and its
duty to conserve wild animals, birds and fish. Hunting, fishing
or trapping by sportsnen shall always be a preferred and avail abl e
means of controlling all invasive or overpopul ated species. Any
person who is |licensed or exenpt fromlicensure by state | aw or
regulation to hunt, fish or trap and who is adversely affected by
a failure to conply with this section shall have a private cause
of action to enforce this section. The right of the people to
hunt, fish, trap and harvest gane shall be subject only to such
regul ations and restrictions as the Legislature nay prescribe by

general law. It is the public policy of the state to pronote the
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public and private acquisition, approval, construction and
operation of shooting ranges and other facilities where persons
may acquire and enhance their training and skills to hunt and
harvest ganme safely, efficiently and humanely.

Thi s anendnent shall be known as the "Sportsperson's Bill of
Ri ghts."

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this anmendnent shall be
submtted to the qualified electors at an election to be held on
the first Tuesday after the first Monday of Novenber 2006, as
provi ded by Section 273 of the Constitution and by | aw.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That the expl anation of this proposed
constitutional amendnent for the ballot shall read as foll ows:
"Thi s amendnment makes hunting and fishing constitutional rights in

M ssi ssippi, subject to applicable |aws and regul ati ons. ™
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