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SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 530

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON COVMENDI NG AND EXTENDI NG THE SI NCERE
THANKS OF THE LEGQ SLATURE TO U. S. SENATE APPROPRI ATI ONS CHAI RVAN
THAD COCHRAN (R-MS) FOR SECURI NG CRI TI CAL FI NANCI AL ASSI STANCE TO
THE HURRI CANE KATRI NA DI SASTER VI CTI Ms.

WHEREAS, it is difficult to overestimate the power of the
Chai rmanship of the United States Senate Appropriations Conmmttee
- currently held by senior U S. Senator Thad Cochran (R-MS); and

VWHEREAS, Senate Appropriations Chairman Thad Cochran
announced on Sunday, Decenber 18, 2005, that he had secured an
agreenent on legislation that woul d provide i nmedi at e assi stance
to hurricane recovery efforts. Cochran, on behalf of our state,
negotiated the fiscal year 2006 Departnent of Defense
Appropriations Act (H R 2863), which includes $29 Billion in
Communi ty Devel opnent Bl ock Grants for specific needs arising from
Hurricane Katrina that are not covered by the Stafford Act. This
$29 Billion includes funding for activities in M ssissippi,
Loui si ana and Al abama rangi ng from honmeowner assi stance to soci al
services; rebuilding of federal facilities in the affected areas;
hel pi ng states which are housing evacuees; and repl enishing the
accounts of federal agencies which have been involved in the
recovery. (The Wiite House had requested $17 Billion in aid for
hurricane recovery efforts); and

WHEREAS, "This is a big victory for Katrina disaster

victinms," said Senator Cochran. "This legislation will accelerate
and i nprove the recovery fromthe danages caused by the
hurri canes"; and

WHEREAS, with his elevation to the Appropriations Conmttee

chair, Thad Cochran joins M ssissippi congressional |egends |ike
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the late U. S. Senator John Stennis, who chaired that commttee
before him and the late U S. Representative Jame Witten, who
chaired the House Appropriations Conmttee for many years; and

VWHEREAS, M ssissippi's hopes for getting the billions in
Hurricane Katrina relief that Governor Hal ey Barbour had
identified as the state's m ni mum possi bl e need depended on
Cochran's ability to force Congress to use his chairnmanship as
Stennis and Wiitten did before him |ndeed, Senator Cochran
utilized such a strategy in attaching a Katrina relief package for
the Gulf Coast as a suppl enental appropriation to the Depart nent
of Defense appropriations bill to pay for the war in Iraq. This
package contai ned Conmunity Devel opment Bl ock Grants to hel p many
M ssi ssi ppi honmeowners who were denied coverage due to the
"W nd-versus-water"” insurance argunent, which is a solid plan for
our state's econom c recovery and neets human needs; and

WHEREAS, the rest of the state's congressional del egation
rallied behind Cochran's plan, but nost of all, the plan's success
depended on Cochran's personal resolve to make it happen; and

VWHEREAS, in 1978, Thad Cochran was elected to the United
States Senate, becoming the first Republican in over 100 years to
wn a statewide election in Mssissippi. He was reelected in 1984
with over 60% of the votes, in 1990 he was unopposed, and in 1996
he was reelected to a fourth termin the Senate with over 70% of
the votes; and

WHEREAS, prior to this term Senator Cochran has served as
Chai rman of the Senate Republican Conference, the Agriculture,
Nutrition and Forestry Commttee and the Honel and Security
Appropriations Subcommittee. He currently serves as Chairman of
the full Appropriations Commttee and as a nenber of the Rules
Commttee. His legislative record includes the sponsorship of the
National M ssile Defense Act of 1999, the Canpai gn Fi nance Reform
Act, as well as key provisions of several farmbills. He authored

the M ssissippi WIlderness Act, which is the first federal
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| egi sl ati on ever passed for the perpetual protection of lands in
the State of M ssissippi; and

WHEREAS, Senat or Cochran has been awarded honorary degrees
from Kentucky Wesl eyan Col | ege, M ssissippi Coll ege, Blue Muntain
Coll ege and the University of Richnond. He is a nenber of the
Board of Regents of the Smthsonian Institution and the Board of
the Museum of Anerican History. He is a nenber of Northm nster
Bapti st Church in Jackson, Mssissippi. He and his wife the
former Rose Cl ayton of New Al bany, M ssissippi, have two grown
children and two grandsons; and

WHEREAS, it is with great pride that we recognize this
out st andi ng achi evenent by our state's senior statesnman, whose
| eadership was critical to relieve the suffering of M ssissippians
residing on the Gulf Coast and to rebuild the econony and
infrastructure of the region:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
we do hereby commend and extend the sincere thanks of the
Legislature to U S. Senate Appropriations Chairman Thad Cochran
(R-M5) for his leadership in securing critical financial
assistance to the Hurricane Katrina disaster victins, and for his
continued influence in assisting our state as we rebuild and
recover fromthis nost terrible disaster.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be presented to
Senator Cochran and forwarded to nenbers of M ssissippi's
congressi onal del egati on and be nmade avail able to nenbers of the

Capi tol Press Corps.
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