M SSI SSI PPl LEJ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2006
By: Senator(s) Dawkins, WIIlianmson, Jordan, To: Rules

Dearing, Horhn, Jackson (11th), Frazier,
Thomas, Butler, Chaney, Little

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 528

1 A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON COMVENDI NG AND CONGRATULATI NG

2 CLARI ON- LEDGER | NVESTI GATI VE REPORTER JERRY M TCHELL UPON BEI NG

3 NAMED THE 2005 W NNER OF THE JOHN CHANCELLOR AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE
4 | N JOURNALI SM

5 VWHEREAS, C arion-Ledger investigative reporter Jerry Mtchel
6 has been nanmed the 2005 Wnner of the John Chancellor Award for

7 Excellence in Journalismfrom Colunbia University for his 16-year
8 effort to bring Cvil Rghts Era killers to justice; and

9 VWHEREAS, at 46, Mtchell is the youngest recipient of the

10 award, whose previous w nners include, veteran M ssissippi newsnan
11 Bill Mnor as well as several New York Tines correspondents; Jim
12 Woten, who filed stories for ABC News from 40 countries to report
13 on upheaval around the world; and the late Mary MG ory, who

14 reported on Washington for nore than five decades; and

15 VWHEREAS, M tchell for 16 years worked to uncover evidence in
16 the unsolved killings of civil rights activists. H's reporting
17 has led to the conviction of four individuals; and

18 WHEREAS, the $25,000. 00 annual John Chancel | or Award,

19 administered by the Colunbia University School of Journalism

20 recogni zes and rewards a journalist whose reporting over tine

21 shows courage, integrity, curiosity and intelligence and

22 epitom zes the role of journalismin a free society. Mtchel

23 received the honor Novenber 29, 2005, at a black-tie celebration
24 at the University's Low Menorial Library; and

25 VWHEREAS, Jerry Mtchell, is a special projects reporter for
26 the darion-Ledger and author of The Preacher and the Kl ansnan.
27 He spent six nonths researching, interviewng the story's

28 characters, traveling to places described, and collecting state
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Sovereignty Conm ssion records and ot her docunents. His research
hel ped to reconstruct events, dialogue and details. On Cctober
26, 1998, at the Kennedy Center in Washington, D.C, he and three
other journalists were honored by the Anti-Defanmati on League for
"their courage and conviction"; and

VWHEREAS, Jerry Mtchell doesn't | ook the part of a crusader.
Sof t - spoken, and self-effacing, Mtchell is one of the |ast people
you woul d choose out of a crowd to be a bona fide rabbl e-rouser;
and

VWHEREAS, Mtchell's exploits were docunented in part in the
novi e Ghosts of M ssissippi, a dramatic retelling of the real-life
effort of Mtchell and others to solve the 1963 assassi nation of
Medgar Evers; and

VWHEREAS, he joined the Carion-Ledger staff in his 20's, with
his only previous experience in small town papers in Arkansas.
Mtchell has been featured by ABC s 20/20, Brill's Content,
Ni ghtline, and other nmedia for his continuing efforts to ferret
out the truth about events taking place during the 1950s and
1960s; and

VWHEREAS, Jerry Mtchell is deserving of this award because of
his determ ned pursuit of the truth. He has shown strong,
har d- nosed journalismthroughout his career. He has a heart for
peopl e and a trenendous sense of justice; and

VWHEREAS, "This award doesn't belong to ne," Mtchell said.

"I't belongs to those who fought so that all Anericans could be

free. It belongs to those who never gave up hope and never gave
up their belief in justice. It belongs to those who work with ne
and all those who have nade M ssissippi a better place."; and

WHEREAS, it is with great pride that we recognize this
si ngul ar achi evenent by this individual who has brought honor to
hi s newspaper and to the State of M ssi ssippi:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF

M SSI SSI PPI, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
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we do hereby commend and congratul ate C arion-Ledger investigative
reporter Jerry Mtchell upon being naned the 2005 Wnner of the
John Chancel |l or Award for Excellence in Journalism and extend to
himthe best wi shes of the Legislature in his future endeavors.

BE I T FURTHER RESCLVED That this resolution be presented to
Jerry Mtchell and be nmade available to The O ari on-Ledger and

menbers of the Capitol Press Corps.
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