M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2006
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SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 525

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON REMEMBERI NG THE GALLANT SERVI CE AND
COMVENDI NG THE LI FE OF UNI TED STATES MARI NE CORPS CORPORAL M CHAEL
BRANDON PRESLEY OF BATESVI LLE, M SSI SSI PP, WHO DI ED ON DECEMBER
14, 2005, DUE TO I NJURI ES SUSTAI NED I N ACTION I N | RAQ AND
EXPRESSI NG THE SYMPATHY OF THE LEGQ SLATURE.

VWHEREAS, United States Marine Corporal M chael Brandon
Presl ey, 21, of Batesville, M ssissippi, died on Wdnesday,
Decenber 14, 2005, at the Landstuhl Regi onal Medical Center in
Ger many from wounds sustained in a suicide-bonb blast while
conducti ng conbat operations in Fallujah, Iraq; and

VWHEREAS, Corporal Presley was assigned to the 23rd Mari nes,
3rd Battalion, Kilo Conpany, from Canp Lejeune, North Carolina,
attached to the 2nd Conbat Engi neer Battalion, 2nd Mari ne
Division, Il Marine Expeditionary Force; and

VWHEREAS, carried by a Marine Honor Guard, he returned to his
former honme and his community, and was buried on Thursday,
Decenber 22, 2005, at Magnolia Cenetery in Batesville with ful
mlitary honors; during the funeral he was awarded the Navy Cross;
and

VWHEREAS, Corporal Presley was born on February 17, 1984, in
Oxford, M ssissippi, graduated fromNorth Delta H gh School in
2002, where he played as an offensive and defensive |ineman for
the G een Wve and was part of the G een Wave 3A Chanpi onshi p Team
for the Mssissippi Private School Association in 2000; known as
"Brandon” to his friends, he kept in touch with his teachers from
the North Delta School even while he was stationed overseas, and

| et them know that he appreciated their work. He had a uni que
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connection wth children and enjoyed reaching out to the youth at
his school ; and

VWHEREAS, while in the Marine Corps, Corporal Presley's awards
i ncluded the Purple Heart, the National Defense Service Medal, the
| rag Canpai gn Medal, the G obal War on Terrorism Medal and the Sea
Servi ce Depl oynent Ri bbon; and

VWHEREAS, since operations began in Irag and Afghanistan, at
| east 41 soldiers or sailors with Mssissippi ties have died in
action; and

VWHEREAS, he is survived by his nother, Pam Hope Presley
Cousar of New Al bany, M ssissippi; brother, Frasyer Colin Hawkins
of New Al bany, M ssissippi; stepfather, Joe W Cousar of New
Al bany; grandnot her Mary Presley of Pope, M ssissippi; and
grandparents, Mtchell and Mary Frances Harnon Wods of Sardis,
M ssi ssi ppi; and many cl ose friends; and

WHEREAS, Brandon was a friend who is counted anong Anerica's
heroes, commtted to our nation's safety and security. To a
country, a fallen soldier neans a national |loss; to a conmmunity, a
fallen soldier nmeans a true hero; to a parent, a fallen soldier
nmeans a son who won't be comi ng honme. M ssissippians understand
the costs of conflict, because we have paid themin the past, and
it is wth pride and humlity that we recognize the heroic action
of this great Anerican and M ssissippian, who was the guardi an of
civilization as we know it today:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
we do hereby renenber the gallant service and conmend the |ife of
United States Marine Corporal M chael Brandon Presley of
Batesville, M ssissippi, who died on Decenber 14, 2005, due to
injuries sustained in conbat operations in Iraq on Decenber 12,
2005, and extend the thoughts and prayers of the Legislature to

his famly and our sorrow on his passing.
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60 BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be presented to
61 the surviving famly of Corporal Presley and be nmade available to

62 nenbers of the Capitol Press Corps.
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