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SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 521

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON CELEBRATI NG THE LI FE OF RCSA LOUI SE
MCCAULEY PARKS, THE "MOTHER OF THE ClVIL RI GHTS MOVEMENT, " AND
RECOGNI ZI NG THE 50TH ANNI VERSARY OF HER REFUSAL TO G VE UP HER
SEAT ON THE BUS AND SUBSEQUENT DESEGREGATI ON OF AMERI CAN SOCI ETY.

VWHEREAS, Rosa Parks, whose act of civil disobedience in 1955
inspired the nodern civil rights novenent, died Monday, Cctober
24, 2005, in Detroit, Mchigan. She was 92 years old; and
VWHEREAS, Rosa Loui se Parks was born on February 4, 1913, as
Rosa Loui se McCaul ey to Janes and Leona M Caul ey in Tuskegee,
Al abama. Rosa Loui se Parks was educated in Pine Level, Al abans,
until the age of 11, when she enrolled in the Montgonery
I ndustrial School for Grls and then went on to attend the Al abama
State Teachers Col |l ege's Hi gh School. On Decenber 18, 1932, Rosa
Loui se McCaul ey marri ed Raynond Parks and the two settled in
Mont gonery, Al abama; and
VWHEREAS, together, Raynond and Rosa Parks worked in the
Mont gomery, Al abama, branch of the National Association for the
Advancenent of Col ored Peopl e (NAACP), where Raynond served as an
active nmenber and Rosa served as a secretary and youth | eader; and
VWHEREAS, on Decenber 1, 1955, Rosa Louise Parks was arrested
for refusing to give up her seat in the "col ored"” section of the
bus to a white man on the orders of the bus driver because the
"white" section was full; the arrest of Rosa Louise Parks |ed
African Anmericans and others to boycott the Montgonery city bus
line until the buses in Mntgomery were desegregated. The 381-day
Mont gonmery bus boycott encouraged ot her courageous people across
the United States to organize in protest and demand equal rights

for all; and
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WHEREAS, the fearless acts of civil disobedience displayed by
Rosa Loui se Parks and others resulted in a | egal action
chal | engi ng Montgonery's segregated public transportati on system
whi ch subsequently led to the United States Suprene Court, on
Novenber 13, 1956, affirmng a district court decision that held
t hat Mont gonery segregation codes deni ed and deprived African
Anericans of the equal protection of the laws (352 U S. 903); and

WHEREAS, in the years followi ng the Montgonery bus boycott,
Rosa Loui se Parks noved to Detroit, Mchigan, in 1957, and
continued her civil rights work through efforts that included
working in the office of Congressman John Conyers, Jr., from 1965
until 1988, and in 1987 started the Rosa and Raynond Parks
Institute for Self Devel opnent that notivated youth to reach their
hi ghest potential. Congressman Conyers stated "I think that she,
as the nother of the new civil rights novenent, has left an inpact
not just on the nation, but on the world. She was a real apostle
of the nonviol ence novenent"; and

VWHEREAS, Rosa Loui se Parks has been commended for her work in
the realmof civil rights with such recognitions as the NAACP s
Springarn Medal in 1979, the Martin Luther King, Jr., Nonviolent
Peace Prize in 1980, the Presidential Medal of Freedomin 1996 and
t he Congressional Gold Medal in 1999; and

VWHEREAS, in 2005, the year marking the 50th anniversary of
Rosa Loui se Parks' refusal to give up her seat on the bus, we
recogni ze the courage, dignity and determ nation di splayed by the
| at e Rosa Loui se Parks as she confronted injustice and inequality:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
we do hereby (1) celebrate and conmmend the |life of Rosa Louise
McCaul ey Parks, the "Mdther of the Mddern-day G vil Rights
Movenment"; (2) recogni ze and cel ebrate the 50t h Anniversary of
Rosa Loui se Parks' refusal to give up her seat on the bus and the

subsequent desegregati on of American society; (3) encourage the
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peopl e of the United States to recogni ze and cel ebrate this
anni versary and the subsequent |egal victories that sought to
eradi cate segregation in all of American society; and (4) endeavor
to work with the sanme courage, dignity and determ nation
exenplified by Gvil Rights pioneer, Rosa Louise Parks, to address
noder n-day i nequalities and injustice.

BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED, That a certified copy of this
resolution be forwarded by the Secretary of State to the President
of the United States and to the nenbers of Mssissippi's

congressi onal del egation, and be nade available to the Capitol

Press Corps.
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