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SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 516

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON REMEMBERI NG THE GALLANT SERVI CE AND
COMVENDI NG THE LI FE OF UNI TED STATES ARMY SERGEANT W LLARD TODD
PARTRI DGE OF NATCHEZ, M SSI SSI PP, WHO WAS KI LLED I N | RAQ ON
SATURDAY, AUGUST 20, 2005.

WHEREAS, United States Arnmy Sergeant Wl lard Todd Partridge,
a mlitary policeman who had just turned 35, was killed on
Sat ur day, August 20, 2005, when a bonb expl oded near the vehicle
he was driving while on duty near Baghdad, lIraq. Sergeant
Partridge was assigned to the 170th Mlitary Police Conmpany, 504th
Mlitary Police Battalion, 42nd Mlitary Police Brigade, Fort
Lew s, Washi ngton; and

VWHEREAS, carried by mlitary honor guard, he came hone to his
comunity and famly to be buried on Friday, Septenber 2, 2005,
with full mlitary honors; and

WHEREAS, since mlitary operations began in Iraq and
Af ghani stan, 38 soldiers or sailors with M ssissippi ties have
been killed during operations; and

VWHEREAS, Sergeant Partridge was born in Ferriday, Concordia
Parish, Louisiana, and he grew up in Natchez, Mssissippi. It was
in a quest to better support his famly that Sergeant Partridge, a
1988 South Nat chez Hi gh School graduate who trained in
refrigeration and wel di ng at Copi ah-Li ncoln Conmunity Coll ege,
joined the Army. He had only been in the service for two years;
and

VWHEREAS, fam |y menbers renenbered Sergeant Partridge as a
wonderful father. He |oved the outdoors, was an avid hunter, and
advanced to regional and state chanpi onships in baseball in his

youth, showing talent as a pitcher. He was also renenbered as a
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commtted Christian; the famly attended First Baptist Church in
Nat chez; and

WHEREAS, at his funeral, Sergeant Partridge was posthunously
awar ded the Bronze Star, the Purple Heart and the M ssissipp
Medal of Val or by Brigadier General Troy WIIlians; and

VWHEREAS, Sergeant Partridge is survived by his wfe, Rhonda;
two daughters, Kel see and Kynberl ee, ages 11 and 9, respectively;
and

VWHEREAS, to a country, a fallen soldier neans a national
|l oss; to a community, a fallen soldier neans a true hero; to a
parent, a fallen soldier neans a son who won't be com ng hone.
M ssi ssi ppi ans understand the costs of conflict, because we have
paid themin the past, and it is with great pride and humlity
that we recogni ze the heroic action of this great Anmerican and
M ssi ssi ppi an, who was the guardian of civilization as we know it
t oday:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
we do hereby renenber the gallant service and conmend the life of
United States Arny Sergeant WIllard Todd Partridge of Natchez,
M ssi ssippi, who was killed in action in Irag on Saturday, August
20, 2005, and extend the thoughts and prayers of the Legislature
to his famly and our sorrow on his passing.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be presented to
the surviving famly of Sergeant Partridge and be nade avail abl e

to the Capitol Press Corps.
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