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Senat or (s) Cuevas, Robertson, Mffatt To: Rules

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 504

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON REMEMBERI NG THE GALLANT SERVI CE AND
COMVENDI NG THE LI FE OF M SSI SSI PPI ARMY NATI ONAL GUARD 1ST
LI EUTENANT ROBERT C. ONETO- SI KORSKI OF BAY ST. LQUIS, M SSI SSI PPI
VWHO WAS KI LLED I'N | RAQ ON MONDAY, OCTOBER 31, 2005, AND EXPRESSI NG
THE SYMPATHY OF THE LEQ SLATURE.

VWHEREAS, M ssissippi Arny National Guard 1st Lieutenant
Robert C. Oneto-Si korski, 33, of Bay St. Louis, M ssissippi, was
killed by a roadside bonb on Monday, October 31, 2005, while on
foot patrol near al Haswah, west of Baghdad; and

VWHEREAS, Lt. Oneto-Si korski was assigned to the 155th Bri gade
Conmbat Team which is attached to the Il Marine Expeditionary
Force; and

VWHEREAS, this tragic death canme at a tine when the Nationa
Guard soldier's famly was facing the overwhel m ng chal |l enge of
Hurricane Katrina; Lt. Oneto-Sikorski's home and his nother's honme
were flooded by the stormsurge, and the famly has had a
difficult tinme in securing hurricane relief and tenporary trailer
housi ng fromthe federal governnent; and

WHEREAS, carried by a mlitary honor guard, he cane honme to
his famly and to his conmunity which has been devastated by the
wor st natural disaster to befall the state, and was buried on
Novenber 10, 2005, with full mlitary honors in the Bil oxi
Nat i onal Cenetery; during the funeral he was awarded the Bronze
Star which was given to his son, the Purple Heart and the
M ssi ssi ppi Medal of Val or by Adjutant General Harold Cross; and

VWHEREAS, Lt. Oneto-Si korski becane the 14th M ssissippian in
the 155th Brigade Conbat Teamto die since the unit deployed from
Canmp Shelby. He is the first officer in the unit to be killed in
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action. The 155th Brigade Conbat Teamis conprised of 3,500
soldiers from M ssissippi and other states, which is expected to
begin returning to Mssissippi in waves in the near future. Since
operations began in Iraq and Afghanistan, 38 soldiers or sailors
Wi th Mssissippi ties have died, and Lt. Oneto-Si korski is the
18t h nmenber of the M ssissippi National Guard to have been killed
in this operation; and

WHEREAS, Robert was a mechanical engineer at Ingalls Ship
Systens Operations in Pascagoul a before his deploynent. He was a
1991 graduate of Hancock County H gh School and a graduate of the
University of South Al abama. Robert |eaves two sons and one
daughter, ages 6, 8 and 11, whom he | oved dearly. Robert and
Claire Rager, the nother of his children, were both stationed in
Iraqg with the 155th Brigade Conbat Team Hi s father, Bob Sikor ski
of Vancl eave, M ssissippi, had recently helped his son rebuild a
dirt bike that Robert |loved to ride; and

VWHEREAS, Robert Oneto-Si korski lived his life commtted to
our nation's safety and security, both as an officer and
shi pbuilder. To a country, a fallen soldier neans a national
|l oss; to a community, a fallen soldier neans a true hero; to a
parent, a fallen soldier neans a son who won't be com ng hone.
M ssi ssi ppi ans understand the costs of conflict, because we have
paid themin the past, and it is with great pride and humlity
that we recogni ze the heroic action of this great Anmerican and
M ssi ssi ppi an, who was the guardian of civilization as we know it
t oday:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PP, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
we do hereby renenber the gallant service and conmend the life of
M ssi ssippi Arnmy National Guard 1st Lieutenant Robert C.
Onet o- Si korski of Bay St. Louis, Mssissippi, who was killed in
the line of duty in Iraqg on Monday, October 31, 2005, and extend
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t he thoughts and prayers of the Legislature to his famly and our

sorrow on his passing.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be presented to

the surviving famly of Lt.

to menbers of the Capitol Press Corps.
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Onet o- Si kor ski and be nade avail abl e

ST: Comend the life of Irag casualty

M ssi ssi ppi Nati onal
Onet o- Si kor ski .

Guard 1st Lt. Robert C.



